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Settler wounded In 
1st attack in self- 


I" tisl > SJH rule Gaza 

d " a . v Of a J/*' On 

i! ,rn P«ria] GAZA (AFP) — Palestinians 
h at a cem^-l ^ wounded a settler late 
Wednesday close to the Net- 
2 %0-<L aarim settlement in the fin* 
: ninei a <j . attack onJ y how after the 
L fL?” V Israeli army withdrew from the 
°P British 1 Ras »ai Gaza Strip, military sources 
^olution^ said ' The was attacked 

eht ih- n while driving along a road 
; o tackle r£ dfor fc I”" 11 around the scttle- 
of ecr>„, menf whcn Palestinians driving 
blinp r c r ,Csi a& in lhe opposite direction 

«*— ** . 

Mini'S 151 »* OamascuslO strike 
fnctiI4 he S l| i : to.demand release 
ud o d such «l£ r of Sheikh Yassin 

1 Bmiih rmt 

responsible K DAMASCUS (R) — Radical 
of their dtmwf' Palestinians staged a brief sit- 
•*». NichoUn 1 ,n at the offices of the 

y. in 19ljf. The * ^ etl Cross in Damascus on 
i himself Si p' 5 * Wednesday to demand the re- 
flations! dwJ?' lea*® of the Islamic Hamas 
preside «nft l !eadcr Sh cUth Ahmad Y “s»n 
to trumpet ^ fmm 3X1 k* 3 ® 1 * jail. Some 35 to 

" nnWnfc!; ’ l&pe 2 pl '- re P res '" tin e a ^ 

rat , * member radical alliance 

>tmcnt ^ * opposed to the Palestine Li- 

^ 0 Tevn t t beration Organisation* (PLO)- 

Israeli peace deal, appealed to 
QrtiOn Pill international human rights ' 
organisations to press Israel to 
leSIGOinll; free him. They dispersed 
cui vrTrvw n peacefully after about an hour. 

,J,° N R| “' A statement issued by the 
*’ r iT CI,l r? l ? r s^^crs accused Israel of hu- 
j-tLomplished n man rights violations and de- 
kthrough ihai H man ded that Sheikh Yassin, 
.onirovenialRUUf. founder of the Hamas, which 
pill available ie opposes the peace deal, be 
:n clinical M freed immediately due to the 
that took over i e worsening of his health. 

?tiate. the Frtodi - * 

irer of the dniU TIPH protests fit 

tSS Israeli closure 

rights to the Ktii JERUSALEM (R) — Intema- 
•“ nonprom Popt tkmal observers in die West 
nci!. which #iBt Bank town of Hebron accused 
iiiraciurer. Rouse the Israeli army Wednesday of 
i company, fc keeping them from carrying 
ichs 1 . Ag. doss £-■ ou.therr duty to monitor the 
on -dollar business' safety of Palestinians. In a 
led States, mostly r news release, the-. Temporary 
*w> unrelated «o rack International Presence in Heb- 
j$>el lawyer deefe. ron (TIPH) complained a 
inter.: on fear.- ofsk military closure damped on 
confirmed the r the town since Tuesday pre- 
beer. reluctzniios: vented the observers from 
Mcaliv-charaed W- moving around. There was no 
. arena Clinical tr. immediate response from the 
V: women a; 12 sue- army spokesman. 

iTn? S maSc Italian government 
)A) said appnrt: wins confidence 

, s in 15 to 22 mo* V nte 

iimissioner 

i , suhwmmne- RQM£ (Agcncies ) __ Italian 
use Small Fhime Minister Silvio Bcrius- 


King urges national unity and Arafat: 
awareness in face of challenges )lh ® d 

° cal! was 
‘peaceful’ 


AMMAN (Pclrai — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Wednesday that *the higher 
national interest demands 
that all of us show and prac- 
tise awareness in the face of 
challenges and safeguard 
nariona! unity and vigilance, 
particularly in the crincal 
stage facing the nano* and 
the country. 

Addressing a meeting at 
the Royal Court attended by 
heads of information insmu- 
tions and editors of the local 
press. King Hussein reaf- 
firmed Jordan's principled 
stands with regard to the 
Middle East peace process, 
stressing that Jordan was 
seeking a comprehensive and 
just peace. 

Reiterating Jordan's con- 
tinued support for the 
Palestinian people, King 
Hussein said that this backing 
was in harmony with the 1974 
Arab summit resolutions 
which reaffirmed that the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) was the sole 
and legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people. 

The King underlined the 
need for the Palestinian peo- 
ple to remain united in this 
critical stage. 

Referring to coordination 
among Arab parties involved 
in the peace process. King 
Hussein said that there was 
need for upgrading the level 
of coordination within a 
framework characterised by 
frankness and mutual confi- 
dence. 

The King briefed the audi- 
ence about the latest de- 
velopments in the Yemeni 




His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday greets 
Minister of Information Jawad Anani before 


meeting with chief editors of newspapers and 
beads of m«lh institutions (Petra photo) 


situation, reaffirming Jor- 
dan's stand, which, he said, 
supports the country's unity 
and drive for democracy. 

With regard to the siege on 
Aqaba, King Hussein refer- 
red to Jordan's decision of 
not returning to the peace 
negotiations until a settle- 
ment has been found for the 
siege. 

King Hussein said that 
agreement was reached lately 


in coordination with the Un- 
ited Nations that a London- 
based firm, Lloyds Register, 
should take over the task of 
supervising incoming goods 
arriving in Aqaba. 

King Hussein also re- 
viewed various national and 
regional issues, reaffirming 
the need for continued meet- 
ings and contacts for the ex- 
change of views over new 
developments at various 


levels. 

Information Minister 
Jawad Al Anani expressed 
the journalists' appreciation 
of the King's brienng and of 
the chance to meet and dis- 
cuss various national and in- 
ternational developments. 

The audience was attended 
by Chief of the Royal Court 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
the King's advisor, Khaled 
Karalri. 


Italian government 
wins confidence 


Israel completes pull-out from Gaza as 

PLO says Arafat to visit Jericho in June 
Opposition rejects call to hand in weapons 


i a • ROME (Agencies) — Italian 

use Small dim* Prime Minuter Silvio Berius- 
ice '*Meoicai con ^ s coalition with neo- 
iiiv winning-™' • Fascists and Federalists won a 
-ij science, sam. cfaff hanger vote of confidence 
tree Chairman ; ^ lhe on Wednesday, 

motra: Re® clearing its last significant hur- 
n 1 5 U. 0 W womc* 1 *;' die to full-fledged government, 
so-railed The coalition, which has only a 

•ice. Sweden® 1 '!' relative majority in the 326- 
arec'*^?' member upper house, won 
fr* e3,t 'L through with the help of a 
Vav :i* ***** handful of lift senators who 
_, n ‘\-ojrW : voted in favour and rebel Cen- 

^ sneiuon* * ‘ trists who left the assembly 
‘ ceI an i* before the vote to lower the 
'r quorum. Of the 326 senators, 
y ‘*L-\h-<rti^* ■ 31: were present. The result 

cuji J L was' 159 in favour. 153 against 


,.;^r druc i> 


two abstentions. Absten-’J the last minute of a 27-year-old 

V; r r . oh’ (inne PAIIHI sc “«n" IU1IK «n flv I 


Li 


GAZA, CAIRO (Agencies) 
— A senior Palestinian official 
said Wednesday that Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat will visit the self-rule area 
of Jericho early next month as 
Israel completed its withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip. 

Palestinian ne|otiator Nabil 
Shaath said in Cairo that Mr. 
Arafat could now visit Jericho 
after Israel completed its with- 
drawal. He said Mr. Arafat 
plans to go to Jericho in the 
first week of June to "perso- 
nally supervise the Palestinian 
self^overning authority to be 
established in the liberated 
areas." 

In Gaza. Israel completed its 
withdrawal battling stone- 
throwing youths virtually up to 


tv PC# rijsT 

Vp* * 

;in “ n .U«. 


bons count as “no" votes in the 
senate. The opposition left and 
centre bad bitterly contested 
the presence in Mr. Berlusco- 
ni's week-old government of 
the National Alliance, which 


occupation of teeming Palesti- 
nian towns andrefugee camps. 

Now that it is in control of 
the Strip, the Palestinian police 
want to regulate the possession 
• of arms in Gaza, Police Chief 
General Nasr Yussef said. 

“We want to 'regulate the 
possession of firearms, register 
them and have the identities of 
gun-owners,” Mr. Yussef told 
a press conference. 

"We hope these arms will be 
used to support us." 

He predicted the new force 
would not have trouble with 
the armed wing of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, which has vowed to 
fight on against Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

"This movement supports 
the interests of the Palestinian 
people and will continue to do 


so. I don't think there will be 
any problems with it." 

Mr. Yussef went on: "We 
can say that Gaza is on the 
road to liberation, now that the 
Israelis recognise that this land 
is Palestinian and belongs to 
the people. So they know their 
presence is illegal." 

"After the interim period 
the settlers and the army will 
leave this region.” 

Mr. Yussef said he had be- 
gun to make security prepara- 
tions for the arrival of Mr. ■ 
Arafat, who is expected on 
June 5. 

A convoy of eight jeeps left 
Ansar Prison in the middle of 
Gaza City just after 3 a.m. 
(midnight GMT). 

"Our departure from Gaza 
is a big thing, both for Israel 
and the Palestinians. It cor- 


rects a tremendous- mistake,” 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
told reporters in TeJ Aviv. 

Hundreds of Palestinian 
youths, knowing that this time 
the soldiers would not shoot, 
screamed Islamic slogans in the 
faces of crack Israeli troops 
leaving another installation in 
Gaza City. 

A boy aged about eight and 
wearing military-style clothes 
fired bis plastic machine gun at 
a row of soldiers. The crowd 
sang and danced and threw 
fireworks at the troops com- 

g eting a pullout under the 
rael-PLO accord on Palesti- 
nian self-rule. 

When they started throwing 
stones, the troops ran at them 
and fired tear gas. No serious 

(Continued on page 5) 


OSLO (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation . 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
said here Wednesday that his 
recent call fur a jihad should 
not be construed as hostile to 
Israel bur rather an appeal to 
strive for complete Middle 
East peace. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, who had said 
he would query Mr. Arafat 
on (he remark, walked into 
Mr. Arafat's press confer- 
ence as the PLO leader was. 
giving his explanation. The 
two men shook hands and 
Mr. Peres took a seat at Mr. 
Arafat's side. 

They were here for cere- 
monies honoring Norway's 
role in brokering the Israeli- 
PLO peace agreement. 

Controversy flared Tues- 
day when Israeli radio broad- 
cast what it said was a speech 
given by Arafa: May 10 in a 
Johannesburg mosque in 
which the Palestinian leader 
called on Muslims to “take 
part in a jihad to liberate 
Jerusalem." Mr. Arafat was 
in South Africa for Nelson 
Mandela's inauguration as 
president. 

Mr. Arafat said here 
Wednesday that his com- 
ments had been misunder- 
stood. 

Speaking in English, he 
said, "it seems that they are 
trying to squeeze me with 
false means." 

He said that after praying 
at tiie Johannesburg mosque,** 
"the worshippers asked me to 
make a religious speech” and 
he insisted that bis use of 
“jihad" was a religious 
phraseology. 

“For your information,” 
he told reporters, "we can 
say, T will continue my jihad 
to achieve peace' in an Isla- 
mic, in a religious way. We 
can say ‘I wiU continue ray 
jihad to do my work well, till 
I will be able to bring Christ- 
ians, Muslims and Jews to 
pray together in Jerusalem." 

He insisted: "Some ex- 
tremists have changed the re- 
ligious terminology into a 
political terminology. It is not 
my fault.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin bad warned ear- 
lier Tuesday in Israel that if 
Mr.. Arafat's remarks were 
confirmed, it "calls into ques- 
tion the peace process." 

Mr. Rabin warned at a 
press conference with visiting 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher that Israel 
would “not accept such viola- 
tions and continue the pro- 
cess." Mr. Christopher said 
he endorsed Mr. Rabin’s 
statement. 

(Continued on page 5) 


cro: ihiy has brought neo-Fascists to 

xuIc-reJ f° r .* power for the first time since 


fficialty 

sss*; 

S-5 ails 


World War n. The Centrist 
Popular Party had told its sena- 
tors to vote against the coali- 
tion but four members tacti- 
cally left the assembly without 
declaring their stance in de- 
fiance of the party line. 

NATO to offer 
Russia special 
status 


/• a gn* d Wednesday to offer 
a> - ih; , irJ^jV) ^ Russia a special partnership 
in? virus a K following its refusal to sign a 
?nc>‘ 4 u e scheme for closer military links 

;J0F* 4 ' with the alliance. Ambassadors 

[ from the 16 alliance nations 

agreed that a special deal with 
c ^ ussia ’ wh *ch could include 

y C \;i l ; 0 r extra consultations on Euro- 

lid tf 3 \.|her- pean security issues, was 
‘ 1 {0 needed to "take into account 
veef 1 - f." si*e and weight" NATO 

pf 'V. s*- .frees said. The agreemenr 


and former Soviet republics. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of Stare Warren 
Christopher began talks here 
late Wednesday with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
relaunching the different 
tracks of the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks, an official source 
said. 

Mr. Christopher was due to 
brief Mr. Mubarak after en- 
ding his four-day shuttle mis- 
sion between Israel and Syria 
aimed at kickstarting the stal- 
led peace talks. 

Svrian Presidential spokes- 
man Gcbran Ourieh said after 
Christopher left Damascus 
Wednesday that the rvo coun- 
tries were still far apart in the 
peace moves, blaming the 
Israelis for their position. 

Mr. Christopher was trying 
to narrow differences between 
the two over the disputed 
Golan Heights *;i 2 ed by Israel 
in the 1967 Middle East war 
and which have remained the 
main stumbling block in the 
talks. 

Mr. Christopher had briefed 


Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad on his talks with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres during a four-hour meet- 
ing. 

"The results of Mr. Christ- 
opher's talks in Israel show 
that there are still wide differ- 
ences because of the Israeli 
position on (he principles of 
peace.” Mr. Ouneh said. 

Mr. Qurieb said the Israeli 
attitude was not in line with the 
basic principles and demand: 
of the peace process launched' 
in October 1991 in Madrid. 

Syria was still pressing for 
the peaoe to be based on U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
which "demand a total Israeli 
withdrawal to the 1967 bor- 
ders*' when Israel seized the 
disputed Heights in the Middle 
East war, he said. 

Earlier the New York Times 
citing unnamed officials in- 
volved in the mediation be- 
tween Israel and Syria, said 
Damascus had shown a keen 
interest in an Israeli offer for a 


three-stage pullout in exchange 
for peace. 

Israel wanted international 
monitors and electronic de- 
vices installed on the plateau, 
and a demilitarised zone ex- 
tending to neighbouring parts 
of Syria, the Times said. 

Syria responded with con- 
siderable interest prompting 
Mr. Christopher’s return to 
Damascus after his talks in 
Israel, the paper added. 

Mr. Qurieh said Mr. Christ- 
opher passed on a message 
from U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton saying the United States 
would continue its efforts to 
"achieve vital progress in the 
peace process.' 

He added Mr. Assad bad 
welcomed the U.S. efforts and 
said Damascus would continue 
in the process to "reach a fair 
and global solution to the 
Israeli- Arab conflict conform- 
ing to international resolutions 
and the principles of exchang- 
ing land-for-peace." 

Mr. Christopher’s return to 
Damascus Wednesday "as well 


as talk of his possible return to 
the area within less than a 
month from today, show the 
coals are hot,” Itamar Rabino- 
vich, Israel's chief negotiator 
with Syria and ambassador to 
Washington, told Israel radio. 

Mr. Christopher, on his 
second Middle East mission 
within three weeks, met Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
on Tuesday to brief him on his 
earlier talks with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad. 

Mr. Rabin encouraged Mr. 
Christopher to persist in his 
efforts but said the parties re- 
mained deeply divided on key 
issues. 

"Still, there are differences 
between the positions of Syria 
and Israel on certain major 
issues but I believe that the 
secretary continues his efforts 
to find a common basis for the 
continuation of the dialogue" 
he said. "There are a lot of 
problems. We are in the begin- 
ning, still (with) a long way to 
go." 

Mr. Christopher, who has 


refused to give concrete details 
of his discussions, said each 
specific problem contained 
sub-issues which were also sub- 
ject to disagreement. Tbe par- 
ties. he said, were scrutinising 
each phrase and each word of 
their respective positions. 

"The negotiations we have 
now are at a serious and sub- 
stantive level and are more 
fundamental than the ones that 
have taken place before," he 
said. 

"We heard a few answers 
and clarifications from the Sy- 
rians which still do not satisfy 
us," Mr. Rabinovich said. 
"There is still a gap but there 
was something in them that 
was concrete and positive." 

He said Israel had given Mr. 
Christopher additional ques- 
tions to pose to the Syrians and 
also Israeli answers to Syrian 
questions. 

The discussion now is be- 
lieved to focus on the time 
frame of what Israel says 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Paris meeting 
pledges $200m 
to the Kingdom 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A World Bank 
meeting of donor nations and 
agencies Wednesday pledged 
about S200 million to the King- 
■ dom, which economists say will 
close the country’s financing 
gap in the balance of payment 
for 1994, estimated at around 
S250 million. 

Reports from Paris quoted a 
World Bank statement as 
saying that the donor nations 
and agencies pledged the S200 
million for Jordan to support 
its economic reforms. Jordan 
had won pledges worth $380 
million in 1993. 

Information Minister Jawad 
Anani told the Jordan Times 
that the pledge was for the 
Kingdom’s restructuring prog- 
ramme for a number of sec- 
tors, including water and agri- 
cultural sectors. 

Hie pledge will come in the 
form of soft loans, technical 
assistance and grants and 
usually tries to cover the final 
gap in the financial gap in the 
balance of payment. 

A high level Jordanian de- 
legation left for Paris Satnrday 
to attend a World Bank orga- 
nised meeting of donors, which 
aimed to support the Kingdom 
in dosing the defidt in the 
balance of payments for 1994 
and 1995. Jordan’s delegation 
is beaded by Planning Minister 
Ziad Fariz and includes Fi- 
nance Minister Sami Gammoh, 


Central Bank of Jordan Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Said Nabul- 
si and Jordan's Ambassador fo 
France Mu’tassem Bilbeisi as 
well as several key planning 
and Finance Ministry officials. 

The way for Wednesday’s 
pledge was cleared when the 
Upper House of Parliament 
(rhe Senate) on Sunday en- 
dorsed the controversial’ draft 
Sales Tax Law. A Royal De- 
cree is expected to be issued 
soon enacting the draft legisla- 
tion, a precondition for a green 
light from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for Jor- 
dan to open debt rescheduling 
talks with its external credi- 
tors. 

The Minister of Planning in 
the Paris meeting, the official 
news agency (Petra) reported, 
had briefed the participants on 
the Kingdom's “achievements 
on the economic, monetary 
and social levels in 1994.” 

Dr. Fariz, Petra said, reiter- 
ated "Jordan's determination. 
as a government and people to 
continue to execute the provi- 
sions of the economic reform 
programme to achieve an 
acceptable rate of growth and 
to fix structural imbalances in 
the national economy.” Dr. 
Fariz said that Jordan will also 
work towards resolving the 
problem of unemployment and 
poverty. 

Dr. Fariz also briefed the 
participants on “the challenges 

(Continued on page 5) 


Aden echoes to the 
sound of fighting 


Christopher briefs Mubarak on peace 
mission; Syria says peace still far off 


ADEN, Yemen (Agencies) — 
Aden echoed to the founder of 
artillery Wednesday as fighting 
between south and north 
Yemeni forces moved marked- 
ly dear, triggering fear and a 
fresh exodus of foreigners, an 
AFP correspondent reported. 

It was the first time the 
sound of battle could be beard 
so dearly in foe port dty of 
Aden, stronghold of Vice- 
President Ali Salem Al Bcidh, 
whose forces are fighting off 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh's 
northern army units. 

And it send fear running 
through the population of 
500,000, who had been reas- 
sured only the night before 
that the southerners were 
keeping foe offensive at bay. 

Remaining foreigners 
crowded the port trying to 
board an Indian and a Pakista- 
ni ship which were due to set 
sail. Nearly 280 Indians were 
scheduled to leave during the 
day, a port official said. 

Artillery fire ooukl be heard 
near foe dty on Wednesday to 
both the north and east. 

Mr. Beidh's Yemeni Social- 
ist Party (YSP) meanwhile has 
stepped up conscription, tak- 
ing thousands of youths to the 
front, willingly or not. aboard 
party vehicles that were criss- 
crossing the dty. 

Heavy artillery foundered ' 
through the key Al Anad milit- 
ary base on foe road to Aden 
in the biggest battle in the rivil 
war that erupted two weeks 
ago. 

Rocket and tank fire added 
to the deafening noise of battle 
inside the sprawling 10 
kilometre by five kilometre 
army and air force base where 
troops of south and north 
fought desperately to drive out 
their foe. 

The base, 60 kilometres 
from Aden governs foe north- 
ern approaches to the city, 
bastion of foe southern lead- 
ers. Its capture would give the 
northern forces a springboard 
from which to attack the port 
dty. 

Reporters based in Sanaa 
and Aden went inside its 
perimiter to try to verify rival 
claims about who controls the 
base. Both saw only a small 
pan of foe huge encampment, 
heard heavy gunfire and saw 
evidence of savage fighting in- 
side and outside Al Anad. 

Reuter correspondent 


Ashraf Fouad, who entered 
foe base from Aden in foe 
south on Wednesday, said 
southern troops loyal to Mr. 
Bcidh appeared to control 
most of foe terrain. 

At about the same time this 
correspondent and other re- 
porters from Sanaa saw north- 
ern troops backed by heavy 
armour were well inside the 
base and said they were tight- 
ening their grip despite stiff 
resistance. 

Columns of black smoke bil- 
lowed above the area and 
northern officers said a fuel 
storage depot and had been hit 
by southern gunfire. 

. Southern planes flew at high - 
altitude overhead but did net 
appear to drop any bombs and 
a northern army* officer said 
they were apparently directing 
southern artillery fire. 

Northern commanders said 
the bloody pitched bartle to 
enter foe base started on Mon- 
day. One officer said: “The 
troops of the mutineers (south- 
ern leaders) put up bloody 
initial resistance.” 

Another estimated the 
southern troops in the base at 
10,000 but would give no figure 
for his northern forces. 

No one would estimate 
casualties, although one officer 
said the battle was “a heavy 
one in which airplanes, mis- 
siles, cluster bombs and all 
types of tanks and artillery fire 
were used.” 

Aden-based correspondents 
were told by southern troops 
that most of their northern foes 
bad been driven out. 

Officers and other sources at 
this front also said southern 
units were in control of the key 
Dhalea junction, four 
kilometres northeast of foe 
base and 65 kilometres north 
of Aden, though fighting was 
raging there. 

It is a key southern supply 
line for forces 35 kilometres 
further north blocking north- 
ern forces from advancing 
through a narrow mountain 
pass at Dhalea. 

Other southern officers said 
they had stopped the elite 
northern Amaliqa Brigade 
advancing on foe strategic port 
city from Zingibar town, 55 
kilometres to the northeast. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. State 
Department warned Tuesday 

(Continued on page 5) 
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25,000 bullets mark 
the ‘liberation’ of Gaza 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip 
l Agencies) — Palestinian 
policemen and the armed fight- 
ers of PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh Movement fired 
25,000 bullets in the air 
V/ednesday to celebrate the 
“liberation" of Gaza after 27 
years of occupation. 

u rm flying like a bird," said 
2Syad A1 A trash, one of the 
FLO generals who has re- 
turned to the Strip to run the 
police force. "I am waking up 
> ~om a dream and I feel it has 
become reality. 

“The shooting, that's a peo- 
ple marking their freedom," 
said Gen. A trash, his voice 
breaking with emotion. 

As soon as the last Israeli 
soldier drove out cf Gaza City 
in the early hours of Wednes- 
day, Gen. Atrash. 7/ho sits on 
a liaison committee with Israel, 
was the first to climb onto the 
roof of the military governor's 
headquarters. 

He pointed his Kalashnikov 
to die sky and exnpited its dip. 

The Israeli army left Gaza 
City until last, pulling out first 
from the centre and south, of 
Vue strip, then from the West 
B ank town of Jericho, leaving 
the city centre headquarters to 
trsL 

“I feel like a man who has 
fTtnmed home after a long 
journey, like a mother who 
finds her lost child. 

“If I had not been able to 
vitness aO this I would have 
given my sight to my son so he 


could see it," Gen. Atrash 
said. 

In the abandoned headquar- 
ters, the Hebrew writing on the 
wall warned, “if yon want 
peace prepare for war." 

But the Palestinian police 
were oblivious to anything but 
the swarming crowd of well- 
wishers, who danced, sang and 
waved flags as fireworks ex- 
ploded all around. 

Every policeman, former 
soldiers of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Army, emptied three clips 
on his rifle to mark die end of 
the long, painful exile. 

The youngest among them 
knew of “Palestine" only from 
the lips of parents. 

“I have been fighting since 
my youth and now I’ve arrived 
here and I am already old," 
said the police chief. General 
Nasr Youssef. 

“I now want my people to 
enjoy better living conditions, 
I want the region to be calm 
and the next generation to live 
m peace." 

The muezzin's pre-dawn call 
echoes over the city, but the 
party goes on. 

Those who fought the 
occupation from inside the ter- 
ritories, the underground guer- 
rillas, are out on the streets m 
force after years of being 
hunted by Israeli undercover 
units. 

Mahmud A1 Khar aimed his 
Uzi machine pistol in the air 
and let rip. 

Once head of die Fateh 


Hawks, die 35-year-oW has 
spent 15 years in Israeli jails. 

“I thought I would be killed 
before I saw this day." he 
admitted. 

“It's a magnificent moment 
that many of my comrades 
have net seen because they 
were killed roo soon." 

It was all too much for Sami 
AI Kkodari. His childhood 
dream has come true. 

He was born with the 
occupation and lived outside 
the military headquarters all 
his life. 

Khodari always wanted to 
hoist a Palestinian flag on the 
giant antenna atop the build- 
ing. - 

“Now I'm waiting for Abu 
Ammar (Arafat) and all my 
brothers from outside,” he 
said. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
generals smiled and toasted 
each other at Palestinian Police 
Headquarters in Gaza when 
the last Israeli troops polled 
out of the strip on Wednesday. 

On the streets, Israeli troops 
and Palestinian youths marked 
the occasion a different way 
with a final ritual “dash”, 
complete with insults, jostling, 
stonethrowing and tear gas. 

“Izz AJ Din. Izz Al Din," 
screamed dozens of teenagers 
in the feces of men from 
Israel's feared Givati Brigade, 
idolising the military wing of 
the Islamic resistance move- 
ment Hamas, which killed two 
Israelis earlier in the day. 


Gaza Jewish settler dreams 
lade as autonomy unfolds 


KFAR DAROM. Gaza Strip 
(R) — Peace for the Jewish 
settlers in Kfar Darom means a 
new. three-metre-higb dirt bar- 
ricade. 

Residents said Tuesday the 
Uraeti army dug it for them 
-before handing over control of 
t::e Gaza Strip to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
l PLO). 

"Because of the peace they 
cid that for us.” «.*id a Kfar 
Darom resident e-jv’ »s she 
■■aited inside the cocLve fci a 

* us behind the freshly-hewn 
Fortification next to-the already 
existing perimeter wall. 

Israel Tuesday signed away 
control of the administration of 
Gaza to Palestinians after 27 
years of Israeli rale. 

The Gaza handover was 
accompanied by Jewish- Arab 
violence in the West Bank 
where Israel handed over 
Jericho last Friday. 

There are no Jewish settlc- 
rents in Jericho, only a syna-. 
gague. But in Gaza sonic 4.000- 
isradts live in 17 settlements. 

The Israeli army, expected 
to leave Arab population cen- 
tres in Gaza in the next 24 
Gottis, has doscJ in on the 
rsetdements- 

The settlers led an acute 
pinch after expanding for 15 
■■ears under right-wing Israeli 
governments before centrist 
Yitzhak Rabin became prime 
minister in 1992. 


Settlers now complain about 
Israeli soldiers. 

“Nobody wants an army 
camp inside their community,*' 
-said Arik Ben Kenaan, secret- 
ary of the block of settlements 
in Gaza known as Gush Katif. 

The interim deal crafted by 
Mr. Rabin's government with 
the PLO providing self-rule 
allows settlers to remain at 
least until a final peace deal is 
cut. 

3j| t'-:S army has moved in 
wuh the settlers. Most of its 
main bases are in the Gilsb 
Katif block alongside the mani- 
cured settler co mmun ities. It 
causes friction. 

Settlers indignantly rejected 
an army planned ceremony in 
Gush Katif, to mark the hand- 
over of administration of 
Gaza. 

"We see it as a humiliating; 
handover ceremony and we 
don’t think it should take place 
in Gui-h Katif.” said Datia 
Hershkowitz. spokeswoman 
for Gush Katif. 

Ms. Hershkowitz then ex- 
cused herself. One of the two 
Jewish settlers killed by Mus- 
lim militants near Hebron in 
the West Bank Tuesday had 
been her dose friend. On 
Monday, Jewish settlers and 
soldiers had wounded 18 Arabs 
in a dash in Hebron. 

The tiny Kfar Darom and 
Netzarim settlements are iso- 
lated. not contiguous to the 
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main Gush Katif block. 

They are. seven minuus 
apart via the main Gaza Strip 
road — but that is now dosed 
to settlers under complicated 
traffic arrangements provided 
in the peace deal between 
Israel and PLO. Kfar Darom 
resident Tali Sudri said. 

Ms. Sudri, who works at a 
nursery at Netzarim, must now 
drive out of Gaza on a lateral 
road into Israel and re-enter 
Gaza at the lateral road that 
leads to Netzarim. It takes an 
hom. • 

Ms. 'Sudri, a religious Jew who 
believes Gaza belongs to the 
Jews by Biblical right, says 
none of fee inconvenience and 
none of die fear she feels at 
Palestinian rule outside the set- 
tlements would bring her to 
move back to Israel volun- 
tarily. 

“You don’t need to read 
Hitchcock-like books to im- 
agine what can happen here.” 
she said. But added: “It is 
impossible to get us out of 
here." 

She said she grew up dream- 
ing of being a' pioneer and 
defender of Israel and added: 
“I know that they don't want 
Gaza. They want Jerusalem. 
They took fids as a base.” 

Israel and the PLO left occu- 
pied Jerusalem, the eastern 
Arab half captured by Israel in 
1967. for negotiations on a 
final deal. 

Asked what she would do if 
the government one day cur a 
deal and forced her to move, 
she said with a catch in her j 
voice; "I can’t think about 
that... I don't know what I 
would do.” 
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LAST TROOPS IN GAZA: Israel soldiers 
run from stone-throwers as they withdrew 


from Gaza command headquarters hi Gaza 
City Wednesday (AFP photo) 


Palestinian intelligence chief 
hid out in Israel for 27 years 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AFP) — The Palestinian 
intelligence chief for Gaza and 
Jericho lived in hiding in Israel 
for 27 years, when even his 
family believed he had died, a 
senior Palestinian police offic- 
er disclosed here Monday. 

The officer told AFP that 
General Mosbah Hanafi Rush- 
die Sakr went missing during 
the 1967 Middle East war in 
which Israel seized the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

But the intelligence chief for 
the self-rule areas of Jericho 
and Gaza lived in Israel under 
a false name. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
"announced to us, a few days 
ago, that he (Sakr) would be 
the next chief of the intelli- 
gence services," the officer 
said, declining to be named. • 

Bom in Gaza in 1943, Sakr 
graduated as an officer from 
the Cairo Military Academy in 
the late 1950s. He was com- 
mander of the Palestine Li- 
beration Army for the Khan 
Younis area of Gaza in 1967, 


when he disappeared without a 
trace. 

A nephew, taxi-driver 
Bashir Sakr. said the head of 
the Palestinian police force 
contacted the family last week. 

“General Nasr Yussef sent 
two of his men to my house on 
Thursday, in my absence, and 
asked my mother ‘Where's 
your brother Mosbah?' The 
poor woman replied she had 
no idea." the nephew said. 

“Then I met a deputy to the 
general who asked me what I 
knew of my uncle Mosbah. and 
I replied that he was dead. 

“He replied: ‘No. Your un- 
de is alive and is living some- 
where nearby. If he turns up or 
calls, tell him that President 
Arafat wants to speak to him 
or that he should come to our 
offices.” 

Some people believed 
General Sakr had drowned 
swimming the Jordan River 
from the West Bank to Jordan. 

But his brother Hamis said 
he had never really believed 
Mosbab was dead. “I didn't 


wear black in mourning. 1 
asked the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross but 
they never found him in Israeli 
prisons." 

He also investigated in Am- 
man and Beirut as well as with 
the PLO, who said the general 
had died a martyr for the 
Palestinian cause. 

“When I found out he was 
still alive, I burst into tears. 
But I won't really believe that 
either until I've touched bis 
hand," said the brother, a mer- 
chant in Gaza City. 

Even the general's wife, Nis- 
mat Barzak, who runs a 
school, has not had contact 
with him throughout the 27 
years in Israeli occupation, 
according to the family. 

Their two grown-up sons, 
now abroad working in Arab 
countries, also never saw their 
father and “only know his face 
from old photographs." said 
Hamis. as people entered his 
shop to congratulate him on 
the wonderful news. 


39 held as Egypt police break up protest 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
riot police Tuesday fired tear 
gas air thousands of lawyers 
protesting the death of a col- 
league m police detention, 
wounding two people and 
malring 39 anests, the Interior 
Ministry said. 

About 6,000 people were 
gathered at the Bar Associa- 
tion's headquarters in central 
Cairo when baton-melding riot 


police intervened with tear gas' 
as the demonstrators neared 
the gates to march on the 
presidential palace. 

The association, which is 
dominated by Muslim fun- 
damentalists, said it had tried 
several times to secure author- 
isation for the march in protest 
at the alleged torturing to 
death of Abdul Haretb Mada- 
ni. 

It had given assurances the 


demonstration would be 
peaceful. 

Bat the Interior Ministry 
said fiie association was backed 
by extremists out to stir trouble 
in the streets and had stoned 
the police and shouted slogans 
against the government 

Two people were slightly 
wounded and 39 others 
arrested, 27 of them lawyers, it 
said. 


Egypt urged to give Copts greater role 


CAIRO (R) — A leading hu- 
man rights campaigner urged 
Egypt Tuesday to lift 19th cen- 
tury laws which he said discri- 
minate against the country's 
minority Christian Copts. 

Saadeddin Ibrahim said 
Egypt should also remedy file 
lack of Coptic officials hi many 
areas of government and a 
marked absence of Coptic his-, 
tory in school textbooks. 

“We have a long iis: of prop- 
osals from changing some 
lav,-*... which go back t> 
alf the way v cd-icp- i-v -he 
terihooks/ar : “>■- " he 

said. 

Under a taw enacted in 1856, 
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when Egypt was a province of 
the Ottoman Empire, Copts 
require a presidential decree 
every time they build new 
churches or repair existing 
ones, he added. 

“Even to repair the (church) 
bathroom you need a presiden- 
tial decree," he said. 

Mr. Ibrahim, who beads a 
development studies centre in 
Cairo, was speaking at a news 
conference to present initial 
reports from a controversial 
wiL.-rence held to discuss 
irs in the .Arab World. 

1 meeting, held last week, 
moved from Cairo to Cyp- 
rus at the last minute because 
of an outcry against plans to 
discuss the Copts. Protesters 
said Copts, far from being a 
minority, were a homogeneous 
part of Egyptian society and 
that the meeting was a front for 
foreign meddling. 

Kurds, Berbers, Palesti- 
nians, southern Sudanese and 
Shiite Muslims also attended 
the three-day conference. 

Government figures show 
Copts make up around 6.5 per 
cent of Egypt’s population of 
58 million. The Copts say the 


figure is nearer 10 million. 

Ibrahim said delegates 
agreed on the need to recondie 
the principle of full rights for 
minorities, including in some 
cases setf-detenmnatioo, with 
' the need to avoid splitting 
’ countries into separate states 
on religious or ethnic lines. 

“The most important thing 
in the conference was to break 
the taboo of discussing minor- 
ity problems, which everybody 
in fairs heart knows exists but no 
one wants to talk about," he 
said. 

“Call them whatever — a 
sect, denomination... more im- 
portant than the n amin g is to 
see if they have grievances," 
he added. 

“If you study in Egyptian 
schools from the first grade to 
the 12th grade there is no 
presence of the Copts in any of 
our textbooks. ”■ 

He said although one of 
Egypt’s most promrnent inter- 
national figures, U.N. Secret- 
ary-General Boutros Ghali, 
was a Copt, there were no 
Copts among the country’s col- 
lege deans, university heads or 
26 regional governors. 


Turkish Kurds are 
fleeing into north Iraq, 


BAHERY, Iraq (R) — More 
than 4,000 Turkish Kurds have 
fled into northern Iraq over the 
same mountain route used in 
reverse by thousands of terri- 
fied Iraqi Kurds who took re- 
fuge in Turkey in the chaotic 
aftermath of the 1991 Gulf 
War. 

About 2,200 men, women 
and childr en are camped in 
tents and makeshift shelters 
made of plastic sheeting and 
branches on the banks of a 
stream at Bahery, northeast of 
the Iraqi border town of 
Zakho, a few kilometres from 
the Turkish frontier. 

Another 400 recent arrivals 
are living nearby in white 
U.N.-provided tents on a 
mountain roadside at Sher- 
anish. 

Hundreds more, who trick- 
led in during the last six 
months, are living in villages 
near Zakho, mosuy in rented 
bouses. 

An official of the U.N. High 
Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said 4,022 fugitives 
from Turkey’s war with Kur- 
dish rebels had been counted 
by last week and more were 
coming. 

“We believe about 22-25 
famili es are crossing every 
day,” said one UNHCR offi- 
cial, who asked not to be 
named. 

The flight of the Turkish 
Kurds is on a much smaller 
scale than the Iraqi Kurdish 
exodus which shocked the 
world three years ago, but the 
suffering is no less real. 

“We are forced to live here 
like anim als in dirt and fear," 
said Ahmet, a .shepherd from 
Aktuman village near the Tur- 
kish town of Uludere, as Tur- 
kish jets droned high over- 
head. 

Ali Cetin, 30. said he had 
left Tasdelen village, near Ulu- 
dere, two months ago. “The 
Turks were boqibing us, des- 
troying houses, firing at our 
children and livestock," he 
said. 

Turkey said last week that 
file outlawed Kurdistan Work- 
ers Party (PKK) had orches- 
trated the exodus as a publicity 

^ foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ferhat Ataman said the PKK 
was staging a scenario to “de- 
ceive the foreign public” and 
present the displaced people as 
^Kurds escaping Turkish 
oppression”. 

The UNHCR, however, says 
the Turkish Kurds are refugees 
■who have a reasonable fear of 
persecution in their own 
country. 

The fugitives do not feel 
entirely safe so close to the 
Turkish border, saying Turkish 
planes and helicopters often 
bombard the area, where PKK 
guerrillas have hideouts. 


Many of the Kurds first stop- 
ped at Qasrok, closer to the 
Turkish border, but relief offi- 
cials said they abandoned the 
site after Turkish air raids on 
April 21, which also forced 
Iraqi Kurds to evacuate the 
village of Parakhi. 

The UNHCR may move the' 
Turkish Kurds to a safer area* 
near Atrush, about 50 
kilometres south of the border, 
where it is considering building 
them a new camp with shelters. 

“First we need to get a 
budget from the UNHCR in’ 
Geneva," the UNHCR official 
said. “So for we have becd 
distributing tents, blankets, 
jenycans and food from stocks ~ 
meant for northern Iraq — 
these will have to be re-' 
placed." 

For now, the refugees m the 
mountains are living in preca-. 
nous conditions, wim no dean ; 
water or sanitation. 

“llie health situation is not 
bad so far, but it is getting, 
worse," said a foreign doctor 
working for a Swedish charity, 
“We are seeing more di- 
arrhoea and skin maniEestatiflns ■ 
due to the lack ol dean water, 
Summer heat could make 
things worse.” 

Iraqi Kurds show an instinct' 
tive sympathy for their Turkish; 
kin, recalling the way Turioslr 
Kurds came to their aid after 
their panic-stricken flight from. - 
President Saddam Hussein V- 
army after a failed Kurdish-, 
uprising in March 1991. 

“I'll never forget what those.- 
villagers did for us in the first- . 
week before the United Na- . 
tions and the relief groups be- ! 
gan to help us,” said a well- 
educated Iraqi Kurd from 
Dahuk. 

But many people in northern 
Iraq themselves need foreign 
relief aid. thanks to the double 
embargo imposed by the Un- 
ited Nations on Iraq and by the 
Baghdad government on the 
north. 

The crippled economy can 
offer little to newcomers and ■ 
Iraqi Kurdish farmers do not ' 
want refugees on their land. • ’ 

The plight of the Iraqi Kurds 
in 1991 prompted the United 
States, Britain and France to 
set up safe havens inside Iraq 
to allow the displaced popula- 
tion to return home. Allied 
planes still patrol northern 
skies daily from bases flp 
Turkey. 

This year Turkey has intensi- 
fied its struggle to wipe out the 
PKK, but denies that its forces, 
are deliberately destroying or 
emptying Kurdish-populated, 
villages m the southeast. 

More than 11,600 people 
have been killed in Turkey 
since the PKK launched its 
for a separate state in 


Ex-Israeli bank chief 
given 11 months in jail 


TEL AVIV (R) — The man. 
who once stood at the pinnacle' 
of Israel's banking establish- 
ment was sentenced to 11 
months in jail Wednesday, the 
climax of a decade-old scandal 
that cost taxpayers S9 billion. 

Ernst Japhet, chairman of 
Bank Leumi when it was 
Israel's biggest bank, was also 
fined 5300,000 by a Jerusalem 
court. 

Mr. Japhet, 72, served as 
Bank Leumi's chairman for 16 
years until he resigned in 1986 
with a “golden handshake” of 
$4.5 million. 

His sentence was the 
heaviest punishment given the 
10 former executives of Israel's 
top four commercial banks 
found guilty of manipulating 
the price of bank shares on the 
Tel Aviv Stock Exchange in 
the early 1980s. 

Implementation of sentence 
was delayed until the Supreme 
Court rules on an expected 
appeal. Mr. Japhet declined 
comment. 






m 


District Court Judge Miriam' 
Naor shocked the banking 
establishment last month, sen- 
tencing nine former executives, 
to up to eight months in jail for 
the fraud scandal. > 

She said Mr. Japhet had a 
greater responsibility because 
of his prominence in the bank-' 
ing establishment. He was- 
tried separately, having only., 
returned to Israel in January: 
after a long, self-impose exile- 
to New York. 

The Israeli government pM- 
$9 billion to buy out the banfo 
after inflated share prices ccf- 
lapsed in a rush by investors to 
dump stocks and buy U.S^; 
dollars on rumours of an im\ 
pending devaluation of the . 
Israeli shekel. 

Thousands of small invest 
tors, many of whom viewed the 
shares as non-risk, lost there. - 
life savings. The government is ■ 
only now selling off shares in < 
the banks: Bank HapoaUnr^ 
Bank Leumi. < 
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it will be hoi and dusty with deeds 
appearing at different altitudes, a 
dance tor thunderous shawms, and 
winds becoming northwesterly fight to 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds wB be 
northerly moderate and sen choppy. 


MinJraax. temp. 

Amman 21/ 33 

Aqaba 25/37 

Demits 19/36 

Jordan Vaflcy 25/40 

Yesterday's bigb temp e ratures: Am- 
man 33, Aqaba 36. Humidity readings; 
Amman 17 per cent. Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 
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i says raises linked to economy 


For 
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creativity. 

The premier stressed 


?? UD taiiisarf&t government s dnve to apply 
™ ^ndifionsSt w hat he called the "freedom 
^rL 01- sanitatiS 41 and pan^P^on" principle in 
. 1 ®e bealch rihl aH and support ail efforts 


JJL*®, f*r, bm to enable employees to shou!- 
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?2/ fer a s2j’ berter - tnore efficient manner. 

are seeiVu ■ said lhe government has 
itTnoea and ? dul -' 10 P ,acc the righi person 
j 6 the lack ’ n ^ nght position and it 
■jammer heat 3 cno-Rrages serious discussions 
^ngs ^ in an atmosphere of freedom 
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kin mi, wstry s Planning Committee 

Kinder®® ^ ««' alon S with Minister Ahmad 
their n?^ c 10 fli* Akaileh and senior officials. * 
fflen-Dam^. .. Las, m0 nii, Finance Minister 



Prune Minister Abdul Saiam Mqjall Wednesday 
attends a meeting of the Ministry of Municipal 


and Rural Affairs and the Environment planning 
committee (Petra photo) 


armv aft — H. ^ am ‘ Gammoh said the gov- 
unri‘ci«„ er . a fatal ernment was not considering 
® m March Bt- an ^acruss-ihe-board pay raise 
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to help 

sssr " a * & 

* ® ut many people^ 

therasehS^ta 
relief aid, tnanfafofc 

?"?“*> “Pwed h» 
ited Nations on I1M5 
Baghdad govern®* 
north . 

"Hie crippled eta- 
offer little [o nnar 
Iraqi Kurdish fane 
want refugees 00 fc 

The plight of theta 
in 1991 prompted i : 

States. Britain ad ft 
set up safe havessix 
to allow the disptad- 
tion to return bon 
planes still panotr 
skies daily from I 
Turkey. 

This year Tmtevta 
fie<i i£sstruggJea»tr 
PKK, but denies ita! 
are deliberately to 
emptying. Kurdish; 
villages in the soon . 

More than 11$; 
have been killed i 
since the PKK I* 
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eminent officials were poised 
to get a substantial hike in 
allowances and salaries. 

Mr. Gammoh had told the 
Jordan Times that there was no 
plan for any such raise, at least 
during 1994. 

A raise offered to govern- 
ment employees in 1993 in- 
creased government spending 


by JD 70 million that year. 

In the discussions that fol- 
lowed the prime minister’s re- 
marks Wednesday, Dr. Majali 
replied to a question saying 
that Jordan deeply believed in 
collective Arab action in the 
Middle East peace process. 

We believe that no single 
Arab party should follow an 


independent course in the cur- 
rent peace process.” he said. 

According to Dr. Majali Jor- 
dan would continue "to stand 
by all the Arab brothers in all 
matters, because the Kingdom 
believes in a comprehensive, 
durable and just peace which 
constitutes the basis for the 
region's stability.” 


Jordan reiterates 
support for Bosnia 

Delegation reports on IPU 
meeting in Brussels 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Saiam Majali 
Wednesday- reiterated Jor- 
dan’s support for the Bosnian 
people noting that the King- 
dom’s participation in the 
peace keeping efforts in the 
former Yugoslavia were 
motivated by humanitarian 
serititfleh'ts. '• ’ ' 

7„Se prime minister; ? -who* 
was speaking in bis office 
with Jordan’s delegation to 
thfe International Parliamen- 
tary Union (IPU) meeting in 
Brussels to discuss the situa- 
tion in Bosnia last month, 
cited the in-kind assistance 
offered by Jordan to the Bos- 
nian people and its hosting of 
Bosnian families in Amman* 
as "part of the humanitarian 
assistance to Bosnia. 

Dr. Majali thanked the de- 
legation, led by Kamel Shar- 
if, for its efforts during the 
meeting in support of the 
Bosnian people's rights. The 
premier was given a copy of 


the resolutions passed at the 
end of the Brussels meetings. 

Mr. Sharif outlined the 
outcome of the conference 
which, he said, stressed the 
right of the Bosnian people to 
self-defence and internation- 
al support for ending the 
arms embargo imposed by 
dm. -United Nations on BosH 
nia- ■ • 

Dr. Majali said that Jdfdan' 
would uphold the IPt-Ts re- 
commendations and resolu- 
tions and support their imple- 
mentation. 

Mr. Sharif was accompa- 
nied to the Brussels meeting 
by Monsignor Raouf Najjar 
of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Jordan, Laith 
Shubeilat. president of the 
Jordan Engineers Associa- 
tion, Mousa Kilani, editor-in- 
chief of A1 Dustour, Izzat 
Jaradat, a columnist and 
Father Constantine Karmash 
of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Amman. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


HUDD project goes to local firm 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Housing and Urban Development 
Department HUDD Wednesday granted a local construction 
firm a JD 1.076 million contract to set up school buildings, a 
health centre and a community centre for A1 Zarqa Housing 
Estate. The construction work, which is to be completed in 15 
months, was designed to serve the inhabitants of 150 housing 
units and owners of 1,000 plots of land nearby, according to 
HUDD Director General Yousef Hiyasat. The entire 425 
dunum area where the department had set up the housing 
units, complete with all basic infrastructure, will later be 
surrounded by public gardens and will have a car park, said 
Mr. Hiyasat in a statement at the contract signing ceremony. 

Experts seek equal opportunities for disabled 

AMMAN (Petra) — An international conference, organised 
by- the -United Nations 'Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
under the title “Equalisation of opportunities for disabled 
persons,” Wednesday opened at the Jerusalem Hotel in 
Amman. Participants in the two-day conference, representing, 
in addition to UNRWA, the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the United Nations 
Development Fund (UNDPL) and the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO), will discuss issues related to providing equal 
opportunities to handicapped persons, rehabilitating them and 
merging them in the society. Director of UNRWA’s Disability 
Programme Suad Alwan told the opening ceremony that 
UNRWA runs rehabilitation programmes in five centres for 
the disabled in A1 Baqaa, Souf, Jerash, and Azmi ai Mufti 
refugee camps in addition to one in Waqqas town in the 
northern Jordan Valley region. She said the UNRWA 
commissioner-general has also decided to allocate 20 per cent 
of its job opportunities to the handicapped. 


House endorses draft insurance law 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament Wednes- 
day endorsed a draft insurance 
law after -.mending its 56th 
article concerning the creation 
of further insurance companies 
in Jordan. 

Article 56 read: “No new 
insurance companies are to be 
registered in the country after 
the endorsement of this law 
except through a decision by 
the Council of Ministers based 
upon recommendations from 
the Minister (of Industry and 
Trade)." 

The house amended the arti- 
cle to read: "in line with a set 
of regulations to be issued for 
this purpose." 

The government last month 
presented the draft law to the 
House, but later asked the 
lawmakers to pur off discussion 
of the law in light of develop- 
ments that led ~to negotiations 
with insurance companies. 

The government was first 
motivated to submit the draft 


law because at the time the 
insurance companies had stop- 
ped issuing liability insurance 
policies, thus endangering peo- 
ple's lives, according to Prime 
Minister Abdul Saiam Majali 
in remarks to the House on 
March 6. 

After the draft law was 
approved by the Cabinet, the 
companies reversed their deci- 
sion and returned to selling 
liability insurance policies. 

The House's endorsement of 
the amended law followed a 
lengthy debate of the draft 
during* which some deputies 
demanded that the govern- 
ment return the law to the 
House's judicial and financial 
committees for further study 
because of what they called the 
law's significant impact on the 
national economy. 

Several deputies who refer- 
red to the government's earlier 
motion requesting an urgent 
discussion of the draft law and 


later cancelling the urgency, 
demanded that the govern- 
ment present an explanation 
for its action. 

Other ' demanded that the 
government clarify the ques- 
tion of the reported govern- 
ment decision to raise insur- 
ance premium's by SO per cent 
over two yean. 

Others demanded that the 
government conduct a full ex- 
amination of the status of the 
insurance industry, saying that 
17 companies have been mono- 
polising insurance operations 
in the Kingdom, practices 
which they said are unconstitu- 
tional and' cause damage to the 
public interest. 

In reply, the prime minister 
said the press reports saying 
that insurance rates would be 
increased were totally ground- 
less. 

He said the government was 
negotiating with the insurance 
companies over studies to bet- 
ter organise the industry. 


Referring to the govern- 
ment's decision to cancel its 
request to discuss the draft 
law. Dr. Majali said, “it must 
be dear to all that the govern- 
ment was serious and never 
contemplated any prevarica- 
tions when it requested an ur- 
gent debate, since that was 
needed at the time.” 

But he said when the insur- 
ance companies started the 
negotiations there was no lon- 
ger a need for the urgent re- 
quest. 

Stressing chat the govern- 
ment does not enact laws 
under pressure from any exter- 
nal parties, the prime minister 
said that the government con- 
tinues to seek laws that are 
regarded as serving national 
interest. 

House Speaker Taher AI 
Masri announced that the next 
session would be held after AI 
Adha feast and an exact date 
will be fixed later. 


WAJ pumps more water to Amman before feast 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Water Au- 
thority of Jordan (WAJ) 
Wednesday announced it 
would pump additional water 
supplies to all regions of Am- 
man from Wednesday until the 
start of A) Adha feast Satur- 
day. WAJ Director General 
ana Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation Secretary General 
Qusai Qteishat said arrange- 
ments have been made in 
cooperation with the Jordan 
Valley Authority and other 


concerned authorities to pump 
additional water from Zay re- 
gion near Salt to meet the 
expected increase in water con- 
sumption in Amman. 

"We are still committed to 
the water distribution prog- 
ramme which started earlier 
this month and we will return 
to it after the Adha feast, 
pumping water to different re- 
gions of the capital in turn,” 
Mr. Qteishat told the Jordan 
Times. 

To increase the water supp- 
ly, WAJ will in die coming two 


days begin pumping water 
from the Heidan springs south 
of Madaba at full capacity, 
estimated at 2,000 cubic metres 
per hour, said Mr. Qteishat. 

He said that in the past two 
and a half years WAJ has been 
pumping water from Heidan 
springs to the Amman area at 
the rate of 1,200 cubic metres 
per hour. 

Hie completion of equip- 
ment installation and related 
technical work has enabled 
WAJ to start foil capacity 
pumping from Heidan. he 


added. 

At the same time. Mr. 
Qteishar said, WAJ is intenr on 
developing and utilising smal- 
ler artesian wells in different 
regions to meet the expected 
increase in water demand dur- 
ing the summer. 

He said WAJ was adopting a 
policy whereby different vil- 
lages and population settle- 
ments would be supplied by 
separate nearby artesian wells 
rather than from main water 
springs and artesian wells that 
feed towns. 


Police search for missing teenager 


By Rons Hnssemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police and fami- 
ly members are looking for a 
15-year-old boy missing since 
May 9. Ismail, the ninth son 
of Abdul Ghani Abu Sharkh,. 
a tailor who lives in Ruseifeh, 
left home and did not return 
that Monday evening after. a. 
family -argument, bis sister -r*; 
Neimat said;.. • 

The family notified all 
police stations and hospitals 
in Irbid and also placed an 
advertisement in local news- 
papers with a photo of the 
boy, 

Neimat told the Jordan 
Times that her father di- 
vorced her mother on May 9. 

"My brother is very sensi- 
tive. and when my mother 
was divorced she had to leave 
our house, and so did my 
brother.” the sister said. 

She said the family situa- 
tion in their house was always 
troublesome, and her brother 


dropped out of school be- 
cause he was unable to con- 
centrate on his studies. 

"I did not expect my 
brother to run away from 
home, because he never 
thought of it before," the 
30-year-old added. 

Man drowns in well 
On Tuesday, in Ramtha, a 
30-year-old man drowned in* 
a well, two others: were res* 1 
ported in fair condition and 
three Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) officers suffered 
minor injuries while attemp- 
ting to rescue the three men, 
CDD and police reports said. 

According to the report. 
Ismail (the drowning victim) 
and his two brothers were 
installing a water pump for 
their well in the yard of tbeir 
home. The report said Ismail 
accidently fell into the well. 
His two brothers tried unsuc- 
cessfuly to rescue hime as did 
a CDD rescue team which 
was called to the scene. 



? ■ 'Vs-:??! 

Ismail Abu Sharkh 


A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times that the well 
was tight, and his rescue team 
became fatigued while trying 
to pull out 'the three men. 

All six persons were rushed 
to Ramtha Military Hospital. 
Hie five who survived were 
listed in fair to good condi- 
tion. 


Woman commits suckle 

A 24-year-old woman from 
Irbid committed suicide 
Monday by setting herself on 
fire, according to the CDD. 

Rita B.B., died in her 
house after she poured 
kerosene on her body and set 
herself aflame, a family mem- 
ber told the Jordan Times. 

The source" said that the 
woman suffered from mental 
illness since J987 after her 
husband deserted her. 

According to a CDD re- 
port, the department was cal- 
led out to 100 accidents be- 
tween Monday and Tuesday; 
75 were rescue cases. The 
report mentioned three other 
women who attempted to 
committ-suicide. One woman 
died, the other two were 

listed in critical condition. 

1 

The report gave no details 
as to the names and ages, of 
the three women. 


By Natasha Bukhari 
Special to the Jordan Times 

’-I 

AMMAN — Political parties 
are- in agreement that a more 
communicative and coopera- 
tive working relationship with 
the. government is needed if 
those parties are to become 
effective elements in Jordan's 
political, social, and intellec- 
tual life. 

While some party leaders 
argj* that people are reluctant 
to jpin political parties because 
government is trying to 
marginalise their role in deri- 
sion making concerning 
national issues, the govern- 
ment sees the parties' ineffec- 
tiveness on the ground to be 
caused by their inability to 
come up with something “new 
and practical” that would en- 
courage people, according to 
Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad. 

Mr. Hammad told reporters 
that the meeting he had with 
political parties ' secretary 
generals last week was aimed 
at ! “strengthening the rela- 
tionship between the Ministry 


Parties see their strength tied to relations with government 


of Interior and political par- 
ties,” and that it was very 
useful in that area. 

Party leaden want the gov- 
ernment to consult with them 
on national issues for the sake 
of reaching common ground. 

“Political parties represent 
the different sectors of society, 
and they should be part of the 
country’s executive body (gov- 
ernment).” said Ali Amer, the 
secretary general of the Jorda- 
nian Progressive Democratic 
Party (JPDP). 

Mr. Amer said the political 
parties’ failure to come up with 
practical programmes to coun- 
ter what he believes is the 
government's undemocratic 
method, is another factor that 
further adds to political par- 
ries’ ineffectiveness. 

“Our government uses 
democracy as a disposable 
mantle that it choses to wear or 
take off whenever it fancies, ’’ 
charged Abdul Aziz Jaber, an - 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) de- 
puty, referring to what he sees 


as government’s indifference 
to several requests made by 
deputies. 

Former member of the Arab 
Democratic Party (ADP), De- 
puty Samir Habashneh told the 
Jordan Times that political 
parties are like transplanted 
kidneys in a body that rejects 
them. 

“The government is the 
body that rejects the kidney, 
thus negating its role as a main 
organ for the proper function- 
ing of the body's system," said 
the deputy. 

Mr. Habashneh added that 
unless wide communication 
bridges between the two camps 
are established, parties will 
continue to lack credibility and 
remain ineffective. He said the 
average citizen will continue to 
abstain from joining parties if 
he or she is not convinced of 
the parties' effective role in the 
structure of the country. 

In a memorandum sent to 
Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali last month, seven poli- 


tical parties demanded that the 
government consult with them 
and all other licensed parties 
on matters of national interest 
and allocate funds and provide 
facilities to help political 
groups conduct their activities. 

In response. Dr. Majali said 
the government would do all it 
could to respond to the de- 
mands. 

In the meeting which discus- 
sed the working relationship 
between the government and 
political parties, Mr. Hammad 
pledged to provide the political 
parties with any information 
they need on agreements or 
protocols signed by Jordan 
with other countries. 

Deputy Ali Abul Ragheb, a 
centrist, told the Jordan Times 
that the parties should assume 
their role in Parliament. He 
said that although quite a few 
parties were represented in 
Parliament, the only one with 
“significant representation was 
the Islamic Action Front. 

“They (the IAF) are an 


opposition party all the way 
and they are united in their 
stand towards the govern- 
ment,” said the deputy, adding 
that the other parties “do not 
know what they want and lack 
a dear-cut working scheme, 
whether supporting or oppos- 
ing the government." 

Commenting on party lead- 
ers’ complaints that the gov- 
ernment marginalises their role 
in Jordan, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
said the government tries to 
undermine whoever threatens 
its authority, including de- 
puties. 

“The government is incap- 
able of applying democracy 
within its different bodies, so 
how do you expect it to be fair 
to political parties whose 
majority oppose the govern- 
ment?” the deputy said. 

At a meeting at the Royal 
Court with Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Taher Masri, members of the 
House's various committees 
and spokespersons of par- 


liamentary blocs, His Majesty 
King Hussein urged parlia- 
mentarians to “continue their 
distinguished work in the fields 
of legislation and monitoring 
the government’s perform- 
ance," according to Petra news 
agency. 

The -King also emphasised 
the need to establish democra- 
tic norms and constructive dia- 
logue to “enrich the march (of 
democracy) and enable it to 
achieve its noble goals.” 

Government and Parliament 
sources said that a reshuffle in 
the present government to in- 
clude parliamentarians and 
political party members is ex- 
pected within the coming 
week. The sources said this 


expected reshuffle is a move 
towards national representa- 
tion in the country’s govern- 
ment. 

Among the demands made 
by political party leaders was 
allowing parties to use Jordan 
Radio and Television, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra and 
the Press and Publications De- 
partment for coverage of poli- 
tical parties’ activities. 

In response, Mr. Hammad 
said that radio and television 
time would be “completely 
taken up if all Jordan's 22 
parties were vying for equal 
time.” 

The minister added that par- 
ties can use their newspapers 
for coverage purposes and 


could work to “provide some- 
thing different” in their pub- 
lications. 

Some party [leads also de- 
manded that political parties 
be exempted from taxation 
since they are among the King- 
dom’s legal institutions, 
arguing that it is the case in all 
democratic countries that the 
government contributes to 
minimising the expenditures of 
such institutions. 

Commenting on this subject. 
Deputy Habashneh said that 
legalising political parties in 
Jordan was a very positive step 
towards democracy, but that 
much work is needed before 
.parties are genuinely recog- 
nised and treated as a major 
and indispensable part of the 
country’s political and social 
structure. 
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Turning point in struggle 

THE HANDING over Tuesday of civil control 
In Gaza Strip to the Pales tinians is a turning 
point in the Palestinian struggle for liberation. 
The sheer size of the Palestinian population 
affected by this dramatic transition, estimated 
to be well over three quarters of a million, 
makes the transition an important step towards 
a more promising future for the peoples of this 
region. Gaza and Jericho constitute no more 
than five per cent in terms of the area of the 
occupied territories, but the significance of this 
development cannot be underestimated any- 
way. From now on the Palestinians will take 
charge of no less than 38 civil services compris- 
ing health, education, environment, taxation 
and day-to-day administration of the area. 

The most daunting challenge facing the 
Palestinian administration will re main to be 
m aintainin g law and order. “Only the mainte- 
nance of security, order and calm is likely to 
bring success to our mission,” commented the 
police chief for the strip Gen. Naser Yussef in 
the wake of the Israeli departure. But another 
immediate concern will be the resolution of the 
acute water problem Earing the population, 
especially in Gaza. OverdriDing without any 
poBcy control or gmdefoes over the past years 
base made the water not only scarce bat fts 
quality harmful to heaHh as wefl. The Israeli 
occupiers left the Gazans to stew in their own 
juice by neglecting to pot in place a coherent 
water policy for the area for ranch too long 
after making sure that the water needs of 
Israeli settlements in the Gaza territory would 
be secured from direct Israeli sources. Given 
the relatively large amount of foreign aid 
already pledged to the Palestinian autonomous 
areas, the FIO leadership can now afford to 
put in place an entirely new framework for the 
economic development of the areas with en- 
vironmental consideration high on its agenda as 
well. 

linking the Gaza Strip with the Jericho area 
by a lone highway under the direct control of 
the Israelis as is the case now can only 
temporarily serve the immediate interests and 
needs of the two Palestinian autonomous terri- 
tories. Sooner or later the linkage between 
Gaza and the rest of the Palestinian territory in 
the West Bank would call for a more viable 
resolution within the framework of the overall 
settlement for the remaining areas still labour- 
ing under the yoke of direct Israeli rale. 

Faisal Husseini may have summed up the 
present situation weH by saying when he 
'welcomed U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in Jericho Tuesday: “We welcome 
the secretary of state here in Jericho in the first 
step towards (a Palestinian) state in the fu- 
ture.” Gaza and Jericho are just the beg inni ng 
of a long process that may indeed end up in 
getting rid of the Israeli occupation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT IS ironic to think that the Yemenis, who are adhering to 
unity, axe most concerned with pursuing the fighting, which 
has caused heavy loss of life and wide spread destruction, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi, a columnist in A1 Ra’l daily. It is therefore 
not astonishing to see the Socialist Party of the sooth adopting 
an adamant position and seeking an end to this unity, wbich is 
sought through force and destruction, said the writer. The 
formation of a national salvation council in Aden grouping ail 
the parties in addition to the socialists, is a dear indication that 
the southerners are intent on rejecting unity with the north 
because of the war being launched on them by Sanaa, he 
pointed out. Observers see the war as a de facto split between 
the north and south and a factual end to unity forged in 1990, 
be added. The writer said that there can be no unity between 
two peoples whose aimed forces are locked in battle and 
whose leaders failed to resort to reason and dialogue to resolve 
their differences. Should the scenario continue, with the 
northerners bent on conquering the south, added the writer, 
there can be no choice left for the Yemeni people in Aden 
except to fight to the end. 

a COLUMNIST in Sawt A! Shaab daily said that Arabs in 
general and the Palestinians in particular should reject any 
agreement with Israel that does not ensure full rights for the 
Swful owners of the land and the holy places. Citing the Cairo 
agreement as an example of the accords that should be 
reiected, Mohammad Masalha said that the accord reached by 
the Palestinians and the Israelis grant the j^abs limited 
control on a very limited part of their land. While supporting 
the Palestinians in their ongoing endeavours to regain full 
riebts Jordan has blessed the return of Jericho and Gaza to 
Palestinian sovereignty but at the same time, the Kingdom, 
hopes that this step would only be the first along the long path 
forfreedom and an end to occupation, said Mr. Masalha. 


The View from Academia 
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By Dr. Ahmad Y. Mqjdofoeh 


Higher education: A liberal system under conservative authority 


THERE IS no doubt that the credit-hour system, introduced 
at our universities a little over two decades ago. is immensely 
sophisticated and liberal, offering students greater opportuni- 
ties than in its predecessor (the so-called year system) and 
limitless choices. Sadly, however, our higher education estab- 
lishments have not yet explored many of its enriching 
possibilities. In fact, and this is what causes real concern to 
many of its advocates, the system is recently being consistently 
violated and deliberately undermined. 

Fundamentally, the system is based on the principle of 
freedom of choice. The students get to choose (among other 
things) not only the teacher they feel comfortable with, the 
time that suits them best, and the number of courses they feel 
able to handle per semester, but also when to take a certain 
course or drop it. what to minor in and what not, which 
electives to select, what major or majors to finally stick to. and 
so on. 

This last point is- particularly- significant. In many highly 
competitive and highly respectable universities, which follow, 
the system, in addition of course to the many which are not so 
highly competitive or respectable, the student is given greater 
leeway than is currently allowed at our colleges and universi- 
ties in deciding when to specialise in a certain field. At the 
former, most students do not declare a major until they enter 
.their junior year. This means that they spend the first two 
years exploring venues and experimenting with options until 
they finally know where their tastes and abilities really lie. By 
contrast, our students are asked to specify their specialty 
either prior to admission or at the end of the first year. 

This. I believe, is unfortunate. Our students, unlike many 
luckier students in other parts of the world, do not have much 
of a chance at home and at school to test their potential 
strengths and weaknesses and sort out their academic or 
vocational preferences. Most of them, 90 per cent I would say. 
decide on a particular subject either because their parents wish 
them (at limes they force them) to decide upon or. quite 
simply, because it is fashionable and prestigious (the latter is 
primarily due to peer or social influence). Very few choose a 
discipline after they have seriously thought about it. The least 
thing we could do. at the university level, is to give the 
students a couple of years to find out where their true calling 
lies, a calling to which they will be married for the rest of their 
lives — much like to a spouse. 

Many universities have gone even further, permitting their 
students to major in two or more subjects at once, subjects 
which are at times not even remotely related. I have seen, 
students at U.S. universities who specialise, for example, in 
mathematics and French literature (simultaneously), in gov- 
ernment and biology, in linguistics and physics, etc. Such 
students justify their “peculiar" derision not only (obviously) 
by saying that their own interest/ability Is itself double or dual 
(i.e. they both enjoy and are good at mathematics and French 
literature) but also by finding concrete links between seeming- 
ly dissimilar fields of study. Many interdisciplinary barriers 


have been broken. 

Some colleges have adopted an even more liberal and 
revolutionary approach. I know, for instance, of a programme 
(called the college scholar programme) which has existed since 
the late 1970s at several American universities. The idea here 
is for the university to select up to 100 students annually and 
tailor courses to suit their individual needs. Their major, 
composed of a cocktail of courses from the college or the 
university at large, is essentially a no major; the students enjoy 
absolute freedom in studying any course they see fit. no 
questions asked. 

Imagine saying this to some of our meticulous." “responsi- 
ble.'’ “rule-abiding" and extremely “patriotic" and bureaucra- 
tic university officials; they will either think you are crazy and 
thus laugh at you. throw you out of their office, or amply 
collapse as a result of surprise. Less dramatically, 1 can already 
anticipate what some readers are thinking (specially lovers of 
the older system). We are not in America. I hear them say; we 
are in Jordan. Our needs are different our environment is 
different, our culture is different and our students are 
different. Well. I totally disagree. I think our students are 
sophisticated enough, responsible enough, creative enough 
and good enough to work within any challenging system 
beautifully, with proper supervision. 

I do not wish to go on about what our universities may do to 
liberalise their policies (and thus open a can of worms), for our 
concern at this particular point is to restore and protect, rather 
than expand, the degree of liberalism we have had but are 
.slowly losing. Let me dwell on a couple of examples to 
> illustrate what I mean by such loss, such violation, and such 
undermining of the present system. 

I. Until recently, our students used to transfer from one 
department to the other fairly easily. They took a specific 
number of courses from the department they wanted to join 
and. upon obtaining the desired grades, they were accepted 
into that department. The process was, on the whole, smooth 
and simple. Today, transfer has been exclusively limited to 
those students whose marks in the tawjihi entitle them to 
change specialties. Such measure is utterly unfair because it 
deprives those students, who have scored low in the tawjihi. - 
but who have the potential to excel in a field they wish to 
switch to. from the chance to fulfil their dreams and prove, 
themselves. I speak from experience when I say that some of 
the best students in the history of the English Department at 
Yarmouk are transfer students who have not scored high in the 
tawjihi. 

University administration gives two reasons for the severe 
curtailing of transfer: a) that some weak students end up, 
through various means, in a very desirable specialty which 
they are not good at. and b) that transfer is a process which 
creates many headaches. The first reason is understandable, 
even though I know for sure that the number of such “weak” 
students can be effectively controlled and eliminated, assum- 
ing of course that it is a significant number. The second reason . 


is nonsensical, for why not have a heada g 

Why keep so many students in physic mi ng_ JY 

mediocre way when they can diran^ish themsel ^ 

languages? Some poor students of nv talents 0 

very successful students of business. Why k»l so 

Because the registrar will have a headache.. ‘ 

2. Once upon a time our students had a long list of courts 
from which to choose; there were choices in i the ! list 
obligatory courses from the department^college and “nivereUy 
and choices from the list of electives. There were, as far aM 
can remember, five courses from the history department, tpe 
from the department of psychology, five from mathematics, 
five from Arabic, etc. to select one course from m the category 
entitled “university requirements.” For instance, if you were 
an English major interested in taking a course from 
History Department on European history, you could. Nowa- 
days, there is only one course in history for 
students (who are not majoring in history) to take. The listjOt 
electives within the department has also shrunk tremendously. 
Once upon a time also, the student used to add or drop ary 
-number of courses he/she sees fit. Today, the add/drop 
procedure is almost nonexistent. The rationale behind the two 
cruel decisions is that, as you may easily predict, the registrar 
.and the administrators will have headaches^if they allow these 
extremely “irresponsible” and “capricious" students to select 
from a long list or to add and drop whenever they like. “We . 
the registrar and tl^ administrators, have other more it^r- 
■ tant business to attend to. Fine, limit the choices a little, qut 
do not butcher and eliminate! The student should have a 
chance to see what the teacher looks like or what the .material 
in the course is, before he/she commits themselves to it for ijne 
rest of the semester. We can live with some headaches: I 
would go as far as to say, especially to those who think there is 
a perfect system with no problems whatsoever, that the more 
headaches there are in the system the better the system may 
be. Let’s not forget that the best system is the one which serves 
our students, not the registrar. 

One could rite other examples. What bothers me most 
about the whole matter, however, is either the protective or 
the reductive attitude held by many of our university admitiis- 
trators with respect to students. In their opinion, our students 
are either those helpless beings who do not know what is in 
their best interest (and therefore we should deride for them) 
or those extremely malicious and irresponsible creatures 
•whose sole job is to violate order and break systems (and 
therefore we should control them as much as possible). On 
these two counts, we are mistaken. 

Frankly, we need to change our attitude regarding the way 
we conduct business at our universities, and we need to 
liberalise a little. 


The writer is professor of American literature at Yarmouk 
University. 


From Oslo to Cairo: repackaging the occupation 


By Nasseer Arari 

-THE ROAD from Madrid to 
Washington to Oslo and 
beyond, to Taba and Cairo, 
has spelt efisaster for the 
Palestinian people. Much has 
been said and written about 
the Oslo deal, the Declara- 
tion of Principles (DoF), its 
pitfalls, shortcomings and 
manipulative phraseology. 
But dearly, the Cairo agree- 
ments which followed on 
Feb. 9, and April 4 and May 
4 have seemed Palestinian 
acquiescence in Israeli un- 
ilateral acts taken in the 
course of the occupation. 

The agreements on the 
questions of jurisdiction, 
security, economy and settle- 
ments, for example, offer in- 
sight into the final status of 
the occupied territories. The 
agreements, let us call them 
Oiro I, II and HI, have also 
demonstrated that the 
“Gaza -Jericho First” model 
is not likely to improve dur- 
ing the next phase. After all, 
there is no ambiguity about 
the fact that, during the in- 
terim period, the status of the 
Gaza Strip and the “Jericho 
area” will be identical to that 
of the West Bank. Article IV 
and Annex n of the DoP 
make this quite dear. 

Cynics have been saying, 
since Sept. 13 1993, that 
“Gaza-Jericho First” will also 
be the last. Now, after the 
three Cairos, the question is 
what kind of a “first” do we 
really have, and what kind of 
precedents have been set? 
The question of security and 
jurisdiction have dearly been 
deckled in accordance with 
Israel’s interpretation of 
Oslo, reflecting a dangerous 
imbalance which has already 
ruled out an honourable com- 
promise. The problem, there- 
fore, is not the Palestinians' 
negotiating strategy but the 
terms of reference they 
accepted. The term “negotia- 
tions” is a misnomer. Not 
only does Israel act in accord- 
ance with coherent strategy, 
it also adheres to a consistent 
policy, supported by domes- 
tic consensus and sustained 
by the U.S. and international 
backing. Israel's position is 
now bolstered by an accord 
whose every word, phrase, 
concept and even punctua- 
tion was checked to ensure its 
correspondence with the 
Zionist consensus. 

Blunders at Cairo and 
Oslo 

The Palestinian side, on 
the other hand, has already 
wasted its recognition card 
and, in effect, disavowed re- 
sistance, thereby removing 
the intifada from the calculus 
of the negotiations. In return 
for recognition of Israel's 
right to exist, the Palestinians 
were simply allowed to live in 
scattered portions of the 


West Bank as residents in 
greater Israel but not as 
citizens in the future state of 
Palestine. The Oslo accords 
put an end to the ambiguity 
of Camp David regarding the 
nature of Palestinian rights, 
based on the notion that the 
West Bank and Gaza are 
disputed territory and that 
their status will not change, 
in as much as the military 
government win exercise aU 
powers not transferred to the 
Palestinian authority, which 
will be legally subordinate to 
it. Israel will continue to ex- 
ercise de facto sovereignty, 
mid the laws of the occupa- 
tion will continue to be the 
principal legal basis for gov- 
erning the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The balance sheets of the 
Cairo agreements reveal that 
die outcome was consistent 
with the terms of the Oslo 
declaration of principles. 
Cairo I was already deter- 
mined and preordained by 
the DoP despite nearly five 
months of fruitless struggle 
by PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat to obtain a better 
deal. Such exertion of energy 
and utilisation of diplomatic 
resources might have been 
better invested in Oslo than 
in Cairo. 

Lacking even the simplest 
attribute of a strategy on 
questions of international 
law, Mr. Arafat's negotiators 
at Oslo gave away the ess- 
ence ofthe Palestinian posi- 
tion on the basis of which 
Palestinian rights gained 
world-wide recognition dur- 
ing the past quarter of a 
century. The position which 
Haidar Abdul Shaft’s team 
had adhered to, on Mr. Ara- 
fat's own instructions, be- 
tween October 1991 and Au- 
gust 1993 and during 11 
rounds of negotiations, was 
squandered in Oslo. The 
DoP is not predicated on the 
crucial principle that Israel is 
an occupying power within 
the terms of international 
law. So Israel will be able to 
claim and exercise de facto 
sovereignty not only over the 
illegal settlements but over 
Gaza, Jericho and the whole 
West Bank as well. Without 
acknowledging its status as 
occupier, Israel will continue 
to shun the Geneva Conven- 
tions and shrug off its respon- 
sibility to the people while it 
controls their land. 

Accordingly, when the 
deadlock over the control of 
border crossings, the size of 
Jericho and the question of 
security was partially re- 
solved in Cairo on Feb. 9, 
Mr. Rabin felt vindicated 
while Mr. Arafat seemed de- 
spondent. The former had 
only to invoke Article VIU of 
the DoP. 

Israel will continue to carry 
the responsibility for defend- 
ing against external threats, 
as well as the responsibility 



for overall security of 
Israelis. 

Palestinian demands, 
therefore, for control of traf- 
fic over the Jordan and at 
Rafah were more in the 
realm of supplication than 
negotiation. Had Mr. Arafat 
planned more carefully at 
Oslo, be would have known 
the serious implications of 
the provision in Artide Vm. 
That implication is exactly 
what he accepted: actual 
Israeli control of the border 
and symbolic Palestinian pre- 
sence bestowed gratuitously. 
Border control was in any 
case confirmed as an Israeli 
responsibility in Cairo I, as a 
derivative of the external 
security clause in Article 

vm. 

The two-stage concept 

The division of the “peace 
process” into interim phase 
and “final status”, which is 
rooted in the former U.S. 
secretary of states George 
Shultz and James Baker plans 
of 1988 and 1989, as well as in 
tiie Israeli “election plan” of 
1969, has been utilised by 
Israel" to gain virtual PLO 
acquiescence in its positions 
on security, settlements and 
jurisdiction. 

The security reasoning 
which Mr. Rabin used to 
confirm Israeli control of 
crossings in Cairo I was later 
claimed to confirm Israeli re- 
sponsibility for overall secur- 
ity even in Jericho and Gaza 
during the interim phase. 
This is what Cairo II in fact 
resolved, and what Mr. 
Rabin announced on April 4 
after the signing. “Only one 
party must retain overall re- 
sponsibility for security. 
Israel mil retain sole respon- 
sibility for security in Heb- 
ron... (and) throughout the 
Gaza Strip as well as in the 
area of Jericho where the 
Palestinian self- 


administration body will be 
established.” 

Nor would the future entry 
of the Palestinian police re* 
lievc Israel of that “responsi- 
bility”. .Mr. Rabin added: 
“While there is redeploy- 
ment, we continue to bear 
overall responsibility for 
whatever happens in the 
Gaza Strip.” He made it crys- 
tal dear that a vacuum of 
power would not be allowed, 
and therefore no Palestinian 
police units would be de- 
ployed until they were “thor- 
oughly ready to undertake 
their responsibility to uphold 
law and public order”. No 
doubt, he was speaking of 
Israeli occupation law and 
the kind of public order that 
leaves no room for dissent. 
Again, the DoP ensures by 
virtue of Artide DC that re- 
viewing existing laws is a 
joint responsibility, giving 
Israel a veto on such a re- 
view. 

Geariy, security and public 
order are relevant only where 
Israel or Israelis are con- 
cerned. The Hebron mas- 
sacre and its bloody after- 
math demonstrate that. Cairo 
II has already dosed the files 
of the Hebron massacre. In 
the absence of an impartial 
investigation, and given the 
revelations that Israeli sol- 
diers and police are not 
allowed to shoot at settlers 
even if the settlers are shoot- 
ing at Palestinians, the secur- 
ity arrangements for Hebron 
in Cario II will testify to a 
strange harmony between 
victim and victim iser. 

Every single demand 
tonted by the PLO in the 
wake of the massacre (inter- 
national protection, disman- 
tling of Hebron settlements 
and placing settlements im- 
mediately on the interim 
phase agenda) was predict- 
ably surrendered at Cairo. 
Again Israeli responsibility 
for overall security was re- 


confirmed as tiie token 160 
observers were declared a 
substitute fer tile -requested 
Jitfernational force. This 
’ group has no military or 
police functions; it is un- 
armed; its freedom of move- 
ment is restricted by Israel; 
the renewal of its mandate is 
subject to Israeli veto: It is 
responsible not to the U.N. 
secretary-general but to the 
“joint Hebron committee” of 
two Israelis and two Palesti- 
nians. The make-up and 
functions of the force make a 
mockery of the concept of 
international protection. As 
tiie centrepiece of Cairo II, 
tins new and strange dimen- 
sion of international protec- 
tion was enshrined as a provi- 
sion to bypass the Geneva 
Conventions. 

The same strategy was ap- 
plied by Israel in Cairo I on 
settlements. Again playing 
on the concept of security in 
Article VHI of the DoP and 
the two-stage formula, Israel 
effected a starting achieve- 
ment regarding settlements in 
Gaza: 16 settlements occupy- 
ing 18 sq km winch seemed 
dispensable to Israel during 
the Washington rounds, have 
not only been given a new 
tease of life bat also provided 
with an additional 22 sq km 
of land. 

Article VII of the DoP was 
also used to gain this effective 
acknowledgement by the 
PLO that settlements consti- 
tute an internal Israeli mat- 
ter. “The withdrawal of the 
military government will not 
prevent Israel from exercis- 
ing the powers and responsi- 
bilities not transferred to the 
Council.” 

The trappings of statehood 

In their haste to demons- 
trate some success to oon- 
stitutents whose opposition 
to the DoP has grown enor- 
mously since the Hebron 
massacre, Palestinian nego- 
tiators have sacrificed crucial 
principles. Consistent with 

Cairo I and II, the third Cairo 

agreement is replete with 
make-believe elements of 
statehood. Just as Cairo I 
invented the symbolic entry 
stamps and immigration 
officers, Cairo HI invented 
such ornaments as a passport 
which has the familiar phrase 
“laissez-passer” written on 
the top. As stateless people 
the Palestinians have become 
accustomed to laissez-passers 
grated by Egypt, and since 
1967 by Israel. Now, resi- 
dents of the Gaza Strip and 
JerichO' will be receiving 
Palestinian laissez-passers in- 
stead, although the word 
passport" appears on the 
cover under “laissez-passer”. 
Palestinian postage stamps 
wul oe ( iBBod inscribed 
Palestinian authority”. 
Telephone calls to Jericho 
and Gaza will go through the 


Israeli network. And the list 
of embellishments goes., on 
and- -on,- yet Israel did ^ not 
hesitate to draw,, red rates 
where tiie trappings could 
conceivably be construed as 
symbols of sovereignty. ' 
Likewise, the Palestinian 
Monetary Authority, which 
was created by tiie Paris eco- 
nomic accord on April 28 
1994, is presumed to be 
something of a central bank, 
but the Palestinians were de- 
nied the right to issue their 
own currency. Meanwhile the 
phrase “economic coopera- 
tion”, which appears fre- 
quently in the DoP, is being 
utilised by Israel to ensure 
the continued dependency of 
the Palestinian economy on 
that of Israel. “Cooperation” 
is hardly tiie description of a 
.relationship between, an eco- 
nomy with a £63 bn gross 
domestic product (GNP) and 
another with a mere SZbn 
GDP, two- thirds of winch is 
derived from work in Israel. 
This kind of cooperation tyill 
be used by Israel to safeguard 
against Palestinian economic 
independence and to rein- 
force the solid restrictions on 
political independence as 
well. s 

The public discourse ofthe 
past two months have made it 
dear that whatever mandate, 
existed for the negotiations 
from the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) or the PLO 
Central Council is now in 
doubt. The most recent ‘in- 
itiative by the Movement for 
Reform and Democracy/ in 
the territories condemns the 
Cairo agreements as having 
conferred legitimacy on illeg- 
al measures undertaken by 
Israel during the past 27 years 
of occupation. Those who in- 
itially signed its petition on 
April 25 include a number of 
former negotiators, chief 
among them Haidar Abdul 
Shaft. They appealed to the 
Palestinian people to consid- 
er the Cairo agreement «pn- 
binding and null and void. 
The movement is beginning 
to emerge as a third force in 
the territories, offering .an 
alternative to Mr. Arafat’s 
Fateh and Hamas. 

But in the face of that Mr. 
Arafat conducts business as if 
the U.S. and Israel were the 
source of his legitimacy. His 
acceptance of the Israeli ‘in- 
terpretation of the Oslo 
accords has shattered the - 
post-Madrid Palestinian con- 
sensus. Also, having re- 
nounced resistance as a form 
of terrorism and having 
secepted Washington’s dic- 
tates as to which acts desetve 

commendation and which, 
ones require condemnation. 
Mr. Arafat has effectively 
abdicated bis role as leader of 
a dispossessed, disenfrandi- 
ised and dismembered nation 
'entitled to redress. 

Middle East International. 





May 19, 1994 



Published Every TStur&dsy 


t have ; 


we a he** 1 

“AesSSi*- 


«• Phvsip, 

tesSi. 


«3g 

;?SftsK 



five fy/k 
sted in t W. 

European histrL ^ 
co ^ rse «n hi« 2 '^c 


jonng in 

^ nth as a |* 2 1 ho «* ; 

“stent. The J- 0 ^- 4 
you may eaSJ^^fe 

,h wei2Sf^' 

' a "d "cSnKV* 

and dropwhg^ 

•.Pine, limit th/^ 
unate! The 
“^her looks like 

( she ihenM?' 

2 can live wiriTZ?^ 

aroblems whatsoeirf 
e ^em the 

e best system is ihf on,' 

gistrar. 0,111 

examples. What bofc 

however. ,s either^ ' 

1 by many of 
tents. In their opiiam) 

bemsswhodoTK 

erefore we should 
scious and irresponi: 
!a *f ? r &' and S 3 * 
ro * them as mud)2J 

2 mistaken. K ‘ 

ange our attitude roar 
our universities, and ». 


?/ American literaim. 


ation 


Israeli nstwoitt 
of embelSshns 
and on. yet k 
hesitate to dm 
where die 119 ' 
conceivably fee 
symbols of m 
Likewise, tie' 
Monetary Aalc 
was created bji 1 
aaraic acmrds 
iy94, is pres* 
something of it 
but the PsiesfflB 
nied die rigta ■■' 
own currency, 
phrase ‘‘ecm® 
t(pn". which ■? 
qiifcmly in tbeDs 
utilised by 

the continued# 

the Palestinian 
tna: of Israd. “l* 
is hardly the ^ 
reiationslup I®*? 
noray L» 
domestic 00** 
another «®*r 

gdp, iwiHB^r 

derived }J * 

X5*g 

against Mfl' 
independen* 
force the ^ 
political 
well- 


Theatre vs audience — a vicious circle 


By Mohammad Masbatiqah 


Jordanian theatre versus Jordanian audience " is a 
unique issue and any attempt to deal with it would end up 
with one going in a vicious arch. 

In my view , three parties should he held responsible 
for lack of public interest in theatre work; the Ministry 
k ^ Jordanian theatre audience and the 

Jneatre people themselves. But each is trying to shift the 
blame on the other. 

In discussing this issue with playwrights, producers or 
actors, one can only feel they are filled with pain, 
indignation and frustration, and they harbour no hope 
of ever seeing a theatre filled with audiences or of 
witnessing the dawn of a real artistic and cultural 

renaissance in Jordan. 

_Asks Suheil Elias who has established Ammoun 
Theatre: Does this society need a theatre? 

“Having passed through 28 years of non-stop work in 
the field of theatre, people view me with astonishment 
as if I have fallen from another planet," says Elias, 
adding: “ Indeed after this long experience, I have come 
to realise that this country is not in need of theatre. A 
theatre or lack of it in Jordan does not cause state 
officials sleepless nights ." 

” Only when they are in office, do culture ministers 
visit theatres and seldom are they seen afterwards 
following up on any artistic or cultural work, let alone 
keeping their promises, ” Elias says. 

Initially established as a department to cater to the 
requirements of arts and theatre work, this institution 
has gradually grown into a full-fledged ministry for 
culture and arts with an army of officials, but with little 
of its funds benefiting the 'cause of culture and arts, 
according to Elias. 

Why, he asks, the government “is in the practice of 
allocating JD 1 million annually to the ministry which 
does nothing, when ft cou/d be spending this huge sum 


on 10 different artistic and cultural groups which are 
capable of rising to the occasion and capable of 
presenting a refined taste of modem cultural and artistic 
work covering all themes and pleasing all tastes ?" 

“We are not in need of luxurious buddings, cars, or 
travel expenses which are consuming SS per cent of the 
ministry's annual budget/’ says Elias. 

"We feel ashamed to mention the very limited 
number of theatre goers in Jordan and it is not a secret 
to say that out of a million Ammanitcs, 600 frequent 
theatres/' notes Elias. 

Regarded as one of the founders of Jordanian theatre 
in the early sixties. Elias received training in London 
and only a month ago he was able to open the Ammoun 
Thearre with financial suppon from a private firm. 

His initial work was a comedy entitled Taboo... 
Taboo with a simple message presented within the 
context of a merry atmosphere. “But it was a hard 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

experience because the th reate audience barely ex- 
ceeded the actors on stage", sayse Elias. “It seems 
people prefer clownish entertainment .” 

* Critic Jamal Ay ad who has been following the 
development of the Jordanian theatre says the problem 
does not lie in Elias's play or the actors who presented it 
on the stage. 

“This is a problem facing the Jordanian theatres in 
general and the producers face a heroic task of 
marketing their production through advertising in the 
press, radio and television especially since Jordanians 
are not used to going to theatre as the case is in other 
countries," he says. 

Ayad still asks: “Why has Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
achieved successes and has ensured continuity and an 
acceptable margin of profits?" 


Indeed play’s like Ahlan Salam ” and “Ahlan 
Budget” which have continued for several consecutive 
months attracted a large audience. Hisham Vanes , one 
of the main actors in Nabil and Hisham Theatre says his 
theatre has been sucessful simply because it tackles 
issues of concern to the public. 

“We care to present our plays in a satirical manner 
without offending any person and this has been accepted 
by the audience to a large extent Yanes says. 

Another play that has been attracting large audiences 
is “ Harat Abu Aw’ad £T which is presented at the Stars 
Theatre. The play, founded by the main characterin the 
play Nabil A1 Mash ini, had been presented in different 
forms on Jordan Television and also won public favour 
because it used to tackle issues of concern to the public. 

These two examples indicate that it is the nature and 
the theme of the play that is of interest to the public. But 
at the same time one wonders why some of the great 
works did not meet with any success, forcing their actors 
and producers to close down the play and incurring huge 
financial losses. 

One has to admit the bitter fact that the Jordanian 
audience is more interested in entertainment or comedy 
programmes, especially those that direct criticism at 
individuals or institutions or regimes. This audience, 
which is more accustomed to television, seems to be 
lacking any interest in other types of theatre work about 
which it knows very little. 

Elias says: “We must start to acquaint people to 
theatre work right from early stages of school education 
where we can instil in the minds of the young the love 
for culture and arts . " 

“We might also need to encourage not only the 
entertainment theatre works but rather more serious 
types of plays which cany humanitarian messages to 
society", according to Fathi Abdul Rahman, founder 
and director of the “ 60-Chair Theatre ” in Amman. 

He says that the state’s assistance in encouraging and 
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promoting serious theatre work is required at this stage, 
simply because it is no more possible for private groups 
to survive merely on selling entry octets. 

Abdul Rahman suggests that the state provide steady 
financial assistance to the local private theatres and 
offer facilities to encourage their work to continue and 
be presented in the Kingdom and abroad. 


Construction workers find evidence of 


ancient harbour at pyramids 


By Mimi Mann 

The Associated Press 

NAZLETT EL-SESE , 
.Egypt — Construction 
workers digging in a neigh- 
bourhood near the Sphinx 
have found the remains of 
an ancient harbour where 
men and stones were ferried 
in to build the Great Pyra- 
mid of Pharaoh Cheops. 
y“It changes history, ev- { \ 
‘erytbing we’ve ever be- ' 
Ueved.Ifs a wonderful dis- 
covery, ” said Zahi Hawass, 
antiquities director of the 
pyramids area and Sphinx. 

Archaeologists long have 
assumed that a harbour 
would have been essential 
for the pyramid builders to 
have transported massive 
building blocks and finer 
stones to Giza Plateau. 


Granite arrived on Nile 
River barges after 440-mile 
(700-kilometre) journeys 
northward from Aswan's 
royal quarries. 

It was believed that one 
large harbour serviced the 
plateau , crowned by the 
three Giza pyramids and at 
least eight smaller pyra- 
mids. That is the account in 
history books and sketches 
■'“of‘thc^ske$.-> * 

Ih 1978 geologists ideated 
a possible harbour at the 
foot of the plateau in front 
of the Sphinx. The latest 
discovery, made in Febru- 
ary, indicates the three 
main pyramids each bad 
separate harbours, a big 
surprise for Mr. Hawass 
and other Egyptologists. 

The large pyramids hon- 
oured Pharaohs Cheops . his 
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son Chephren and grandson 
Mycerinus. Egyptologists 
believe the pyramids were 
built simultaneously over a 
70-year period, beginning 
about 2551 B.C. Separate 
harbours meant work could 
be channelled to each pyra- 
mid, making construction 
far more efficient and coor- 
dinated than previously be- 
lieved. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
stones, most weighing 20 
tonnes but some as much as 
400 tonnes, went into build- 
ing the pyramids , the 
Sphinx, tombs, temples and 
other structures at the 
plateau. 

The new find is a section 
of huge blocks that form a 
wall 231 feet long and 10 
feet wide (70 metres long 
and 3 metres wide), the 


style “ absolutely from 
Cheops’ time , ” Mr. Hawass 
said. 

Mr. Hawass believes the 
wall is part of a huge retain- 
ing wall that channelled 
Nile water into a harbour 
below Cheops’ pyramid. 
From the water’s edge , 
workers hauled the massive 
blocks up the plateau to the 
work site. 

The find was made when 
labourers dug foundations 
for planned apartment 
buildings in the working- 
class neighbourhood of 
Nazlctt El Sese, a five-mi- 
nute drive from the Sphinx. 
Construction was stopped. 

Buried beneath three feet 
of dirt, the huge rock wall 
and stones laid as a harbour 
bed were awash in stagnant 
sewage water when disco- 


vered early this year. A 
high-rise apartment , private 
garden and school rim the 
excavation site , eliminating 
the chance for archaeolog- 
ists to trace the harbour’s 
outlines. 

Three years ago workers 
constructing a sewage sys- 
tem in the same area hit a 
similar row of basalt blocks 
stretching almost 60 feet. 
Mr. Hawass identified- those 
blocks as part of Cheops ' 
Valley Temple, which likely 
stood at the edge of a canal 
or harbour. 

“This harbour is another 
Cheops secret that’s been 
revealed to us,” Mr. 
Hawass said. “ There must 
be more out there.” 

Today the Giza pyramids 
appear in isolation , but in 
ancient times each was part 


of a ritual complex. The 
pharaoh’s body was trans- 
ported — probably in a 
funeral boat along a Nile 
canal — from the royal 
capital in nearby Memphis. 

From the harbour, the 
body was taken into a valley 
temple for rituals , perhaps 
fora primitive type of mum- 
mification. Afterwards, it 
was carried along a ramp- 
way for final purification 
rites in a mortuary temple 
at the pyramid’s base. Then 
the pharaoh was placed in 
the burial chamber, and his 
pyramid sealed. 

Ancient Egyptians be- 
lieved the elaborate cere- 
monies were necessary to 
ensure the pharaoh would 
unite with the sun God Ra, 
giver of eternal life and 
protector of Egypt. 




Bosnia’s teachers return to the chalk-face 
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SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Thousands of Bosnian 
school-teachers are working 
in war-ravaged buildings for 
the equivalent of one Ger- 

■ man mark (65 cents) a 
month to set the country’s 
shattered educational sys- 

■ tern back on its feet. 

Classes resumed within 
days of last February's 
. tJATO ultimatum to separ- 
atist Serbs that stilled the' 
■guns that had pounded the 
dty for almost two years. 

- ’• Teaching bad continued 
in a random manner even 
during the bombardment, 
largely as a gesture of resist- 
‘ ance to the besiegers, 
■Education Minister Enes 
Durakovic said. 

-» Three months after the 
' return ro a semblance of 
■normality, the level and 
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quality of teaching was still 
well below pre-war norms 
bur was “catching up fast. " 

Dwarfed by two bombed- 
out office tower blocks, the 
Isak Samokovlija School 
still bears the scars caused 
by the eight grenades that 
passed through its roof. The 
rubble has been cleared 
away , but the school’s win- 
dows, like those of almost 
every building in the dty, 
are filled with sheets of 
plastic. 

The school works in two 
shifts, from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. and from 2:00 
p.m. ro 6:00 p.m. 

Slightly more than 1,000 
children aged from six to 
13, divided info 40 classes . 
receive lessons five days a 
week. Since 70 per cent of 
them are refugees from 


other regions of Bosnia, in- 
cluding 50 orphans, they 
present particular prob- 
lems, school director Ned- 
zad Nanic said. 

Many have been dis- 
turbed by the war and have 
lost the habit of concentra- 
tion. There are residual 
fears of grenades and snip- 
ers, and they are still largely 
under-nourished, Mr. 
Nanic said. 

He praised their effort 
and discipline, however: 
They appeared to enjoy les- 
sons, finding school a re- 
fuge in times of hardship. In 
the winter days following 
the ultimatum, when elec- 
tricity was only occasionally 
available, they were happy 
to have rheir lessons by 
candle light. 

The number of teachers 


in Bosnia is down by 45 per 
cent on pre-war levels, for a 
variety of reasons, notably 
defection or death. But so 
too is the number of chil- 
dren: 16,000 killed in Bos- 
nia, 1,700 in Sarajevo 
alone, according to official 
figures. 

At the Samokovlija 
school, two teachers had 
been killed and three badly 
wounded. The wounded 
teachers were continuing to 
work , Mr. Nanic said. The 
salary, at 500,000 dinars 
(one-Gcrman mark) a 
month, is poor even by the 
standards of Bosnia , where 
the average wage is the 
equivalent of three German 
marks. 

Some of the teachers 
work extra hours in other 
schools. Like the children. 


they are almost entirely de- 
pendent on humanitarian 
aid handouts for subsist- 
ance. Some teachers have 
themselves suffered 
traumas from the war, par- 
ticularly those who had chil- 
dren involved in the 
fighting. 

Literature teacher Biser- 
ka Jakovic said the condi- 
tions — the shortage of 
material, the influx of new 
faces — meant new 
methods had to be adopted, 
generally involving a grea- 
ter degree of dialogue with 
the pupils. 

She felt the relaunch had 
been somewhat ambitious 
for the circumstances , with 
too many lessons attemp- 
ting to cover too much 
ground, but that it had not 
come too soon. 


The present period was 
one of transitioii, she said . 
one of preparation for the 
new school year beginning 
in the autumn. 

With classes resuming at 
primary, secondary and uni-' 
vers Hy levels in all govern- 
ment-controlled towns. 
Minister Durakovic said, 
the main need was for mate- 
rials rather than teachers. 

Around half the country’s 
educational facilities had 
been completely destroyed 
or severely damaged, he 
said. There was a dire shor- 
tage of textbooks and exer- 
cise books, which he hoped 
foreign aid would help to 
make good, but he believed 
that pre-war levels of 
academic achievement 
would rapidly be restored. 










Monty Python on benzedrine soothes Sarajevo 
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. SARAJEVO (AFP) — A 
.-man crouches near the wa- 
. • ter collection point, watch- 
' ■ ing warily for snipers. 

A refugee in Zagreb 
writes to her brother back 
; home. 

Franjo Tudjman and Air * 
ja Izetbegovic sign a new 
. Croat-Muslim federation 
. into being. 

Not obviously the stun of 
“ humour , you might think. 
But this is Sarajevo , and 
• these are the Nadrealisti — 
Vlhe Surrealists — perform- 
. ing their latest series of 
, sketches about life, war and 
humanitarian handouts. 

The water-carrier breaks 
into dance. The “refugee” 


is a man in a dress, with his 
hair in bunches and a high 
falsetto. “Tudjman” plants 
a sloppy kiss on the pate of 
“ Izetbegovic ”, who wipes it 
off with a grimace. 

A Surrealist in a tarbush 
and dark glasses sings , to a 
Balkan folk tune , a satirical 
number about Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic, and is 
warmly applauded. 

A T-shirted rocker belts 
our, to the tune of Bom In 
The USA , a number about 
life in war-torn Sarajevo. 

'A boxer in white shorts 
returns to the fight, is 
battered back, returns, is 
battered again , and again, 
and again — Bosnia and the 


beast, we understand. This 
is Monty Python on benzed- 
rine, satire to a driving 
rhythm. 

The rock heritage of the 
past 30 years is gaily plun- 
dered, from the Gypsy 
Kings to the Beatles. Every- 
thing is grist to the satirical 
mill: Foreign TV crews, 
snipers, power cuts, air- 
strikes, peace talks, UN- 
PRO FOR, the whole 
panorama of Bosnia's 
tragedy over the past two 
years. 

Jibes about the U.N. Pro- 
tection Force arc particular- 
ly appreciated. 

The audience, many of 
them on the young side. 


are packed into a formerly 
bombed-out art gallery now 
shabbily functional. The 
children have only a vague 
notion of what the sketches 
are saying, but they laugh 
just the same , loving the 
sound and the colour and 
the movement. 

The Surrealists are seven 
performers and four musi- 
cians , a national institution 
at a time when Bosnian 
institutions are an en- 
dangered species. Formed 
10 years ago, they evolved 
from rock music to radio 
clownery and then to televi- 
sion, acquiring cult status 
throughout the former 
Yugoslavia. 


They remained in their 
native Sarajevo when the 
conflict erupted, continuing 
to work throughout the war 
and developing their stage 
technique as a result of the 
regular electricity shortages 
that took television off the 
air. 

They perform free , twice 
a week, because no-one has 
any money — the average 
salary is the equivalent of 
three German marks ($2) a 
month — and out of solidar- 
ity and a concern to pre- 
serve “ the spirit of 
Sarajevo. ” 

Like their audience , they 
are forced to depend on die 
food handouts that they 


mock. 

Their spokesman Elvis J. 
Kurtovic describes their 
method as “ the new primi- 
tivism": A blend of Amer- 
ican rock culture , Japanese 
technology and Balkan tra- 
dition. 

The ideas come from the 
street , Kurtovic says. They 
work out their sketches, re- 
newing their repertoire 
from week to week, using 
the materia] seen and heard 
around them. 

Things are easier for 
them now than three 
months ago: “It's hard to 
make humour when peopie 
are dying.” 
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China Considers the Middle East 

By Lillian Craig Harris 

I.B. Tauris, London 1993, £34.50 


Lillian Craig Harris’ thesis in this survey of Chinese 
relations with the Middle East is that from ancient times 
China has bad an interest in the areas as a security 
buffer; the first part other book gives an overview of the 
situation up to the establishment of the People’s 
Republic, while the second and longer part is a detailed 
account of the evolution of relations from 1949 to the 
present. 

The author shows the continuity of the basic tenets of 
Chinese diplomacy as the world changes. Making the 
case that throughout its history, it has always "used 
barbarians to control barbarians ”, she shows how 
Chinese policy towards the Middle East was inspired in 
the 1950s by Beijing’s desire to counter first the United 
States’ influence in the world, and bow after the 
Sino-Soviet split the driving force became its rivalry with 
Moscow. She ties this in with China’s traditional 
self-image as the centre of the world and source of moral 
superiority that has enabled it to present itself as a 
champion and a model to the developing countries. 

So far, all well and good. But the book does not live 
up to its promise. A work of this sort that covers two 
different areas of the world has to take into account that 
it is potentially of interest to readers with greater 
knowledge of one half of the subject than of the other. 
There is too little context given for what often enough 
amounts to simply a blow-by-blow account of visits and 
agreements between China and various Middle Eastern 
countries. 

All facts in this book are backed up by copious quotes 
from relevant sources , but these are sadly ill-digested. 
An example taken at random: Describing Chinese 
reaction to Peres* handover of the Israeli premiership to 
Shamir in 1988, she quotes the Beijing Review — taken 
as synonymous with the Chinese view — as saying that 
" Peres had ‘made no progress’”. But in what? And how 
had China come to this assessment? It is true that a lot 
of Chinese political comment is either bland or obscure, 
but this is why a book like this should be reading 
between the lines and looking at the ideas and debates 
of the time. Indeed , there is even a need to remind 
readers of the international and regional context ; even 
with events with which one is familiar, it is notoriously 
difficult to remember when they happened in relation to 
each other. 

The frustrations of this book are , it is true, occasional- 
ly compensated for by useful insights. The penultimate 
chapter on the 1991 Gulf War is the most interesting, 
discussing the dilemma China faced in trying to maintain 
its traditiona/ position as a Third World leader while 
trying to build up economic relations with the conserva- 
tive Arab states, a task in which it has failed on both 
counts. 

The author appears to have assembled so much 
material which she is anxious to include that she leaves 
too many unexplained references and unsupported 
assertions scattered through the book. Furthermore, the 
maps are at best unhelpful and at worst downrichi 
misleading, and there are occasional mistakes in ronu- 
nisation and in matters of fact. 

There is a much more thoughtful book to be written 
on China and the Middle East, although this one is a 
useful handbook — Middle East International. 


Juissi SSatGT 



This Week 



, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, MAY 19-20, 


Computing you will not fear 

By Jean-CIaude Elias . 

young college students started taking inrerest in n y tit / If 

turning or operating large, mainframe computers V'XXX X/ XX#XX» 

h the sixties when even fhe mere concept of XT 


And then there’s Hani 


By Jean-Ciaude Elias 

When young college students started taking interest in 
programming or operating large, mainframe computers 
back in the sixties , when even fhe mere concept of 
Personal computer (PC) didn't exist , they were consi- 
dered as wizards, geniuses , superior people anyway , 
with levels of IQ well above the common mortal. 

While the "others" would look on with fear and 
respect, thinking of data processing as sorcery, the 
initiated ones were discovering that computing was just 
like any other science , maybe funnier to practice but 
certainly no more difficult than civil engineering or 
medicine for instance. The obscure and difficult aspect 
of the topic was only its newness — nothing more. This 
newness, precisely , was the element of attraction for the 
young. 

Since there was no personal computing at the begin- 
ning , the only users were the professionals who there- 
fore went through systematic academic studies. The 
layman could not even approach the subject. The world 
was clearly, unequivocally divided into two parts, on 
one hand the authorised, trained specialists , and on die 
other, those allowed only to watch what the first were 
doing. 

Enters the PC. With the democratisation and vulgar- 
isation process, everybody gained access to the 
machine. The young, the old , the smart and the less 
smart, the trained and the unprepared. A new phe- 
nomenon, called computer phobia , became a major 
problem for all those who had to use a PC but were too 
afraid of it. 

Since 1980, 1 have given computer training in Jordan 
to people from various groups of age, classes of society 
and academic background. Some of them were scared to 
the point of being completely blocked mentally and 
totally unable to assimilate even simple concepts. I have 



seen young women with their hands literally shivering 
over the keyboard. The fear of the computer is 
something very real. As all kinds of fear, it comes 
mainly from ignorance. 

Almost fifteen years later, computer awareness has 
made a lot of progress within the population. The 
widespread usage of PCs in virtually all places has 
greatly contributed to a better understanding of the 
subject and a more harmonious contact with the 
machine. Still , those who are not naturally inclined to 
technology and who have not received a proper training 
are still afraid of computers. 

The quality of the training and the instructor's 
psychological approach can make the difference be- 
tween a successful operation or, on the contrary, a 
disastrous trauma. 

The best thing that has recently happened in the 
country (in most countries in fact) and that should 
normally wipe out all traces of computer phobia in the 
future is the introduction of compulsory computer 
classes in schools. Children as young as 10 are given the 
chance to use PCs and become familiar, feel safe and 
comfortable with the technology. Computers are here to 
stay and there is no way anybody can escape from using 
them one day. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


HERE X THRRR 

f In Punjab , India, four women disappeared for one 
full month to evade a scandal. They were arrested by 
the police and were charged with robbery. To warn 
people of such dangerous criminals , tire police 
tattooed each one of them with the word " pickpock- 
et ” on the forehead. It was hinny enough on their 
part to ask the police to pay c omp e nsati ons that 
would help them undergo an operation for removing 
the tattoos. 

ft h jSr ft 'ft 

Mote than 125,000 American ladies have already 
joined weight-lifting chibs, a fashion that prevailed in 
a bid to intimidate their husbands. 

ft ft ft it ft 

A Chilean woman has lately broken the worid record 
in giving birth to children most of whom were twins 
or triplets. The highest birth number totalled 59 born 
within a span of forty-eight years of marriage. It is 
worthy of notice that Lkmtina Albino, the mother of 
these children, got married when she was 12 years old 
and continued to give birth until the age of 60. 

ft if ft ft ft 

Because Mohammad Ali Pasha, 19th century ruler of 
Egypt, discovered that men were deliberately bind- 
ing themselves in one eye to avoid service in his 
army, be rounded them up and two special infantry 
regiments were formed of the one-eyed dodgers. 

it ft ft ft ft 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

GREETINGS 


Goodbye (G’bye) Mamssatama 

So long. Wada'aa 

Be seeing you. (See yon). BMmnttsip 

Keep well. Arjoolaka mawfboraasfo’ba 

See you later (Soon). Ftri-muRaqa IB qurrrbtt aqfM 
See you again. Flwl mnttaqs mamtaauUia 

See you tonight/tomorrow. 

Ekd-mnkaqa fee hariM laflwfeftarfmin. 
Take care of yourself. Ifcfi — ww besfotatSk 

OK/All rigbt/Tbat’s rigfat/Hopc so. 

Wahowa kasaO/Arjao zafik 
Good night. Atmmnma laka nawmaa hadPaa 

Sleep well. Tbbahalakhahr 

Happy dreams. Abboasa'eeda 

Nice to see you again. 

Yasomtti an alqaqa thamyatan 
Hello! Aldan! 

How's life treating you? KaJta taseerot-omoor? 
I haven't seen you forages. Where have you been? 
fjqn araka memo mndda taweehu Ayna Junta? 

ft ft fr ft fr 


TIME FOR FUN 

fr f had a party for my son’s fifth birthday. When it was 
time to go home I asked one little boy if be would like 
another cake. 

He said, “No, thank you, I'm foil up." 

I said, “Take one home in your pocket then. ” 
“They are foil up too," he replied. 

fr ft ft ft fr 

$ The teacher had set his class to write an essay on u A 
game of cricket ." 

After two minutes , James handed his paper in and 
yfss allowed to go home: 

His essay read: “Rain stopped play." 


fr “ Waiter ; waiter, this lobster has only one daw. 
“It's been in a tight, sir!" 

“Well, bring me the winner then!" 

fr ft ft ft ft 

ft EVE : “What kind of a dog is that?" 

ADAM: “Ifs a police dog." 

EVE: “Well, it doesn’t look like a police dog." 
ADAM: “ It's in plain clothes, that’s why." 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

L What ate the Pullhzer Prizes awarded fm? 

2. What does the adjective “diaphanous" mean? 

3. What is eutrophication? 

4. Two leading international yortsmen am nicknamed 
“i stone-face Name than. 

5. The British cull them the Falkland Islands. What do 
the Argentines call them? 

6 . What do the following have in common: 
killer, botttenose, humpback , sperm and tin? 

7. Mesopotamia means the land between rivers. Which 
ate the rivers? 

& With what invention do you associate the name of Sir 
Christopher CockoreU? 

ft ft ft ft ft 


TRY IT mi A FRIEND 

a) Safly Blount is married to John Grown. Sally’s older 
brother, Barry, married John’s divorced mother, 
Mary. 

What relation is Mary to Sally? 

b) What relation is Barry to John? 

c) What was Mary’s last name before she married 
Baity? 


* * fe ft ft 


RIDDLE-ME 



My first is in WINDOW but not in PANE 
My second's in WAGON but not in TRAIN 
My third is in CHEWING but not in GUM 
My fourth is in KETTLE but not in DRUM 
My fifth is in LETTER but not in BOX 
My sixth is in HOLLY but not in HOCKS 
My whole , is a creature we often may see 
Delighting the children who visit the sea! 

ft ft ft fr ft 

APPETIZERS 

CHEESEY POTATO HAMBURGER 

INGREDIENTS: 

4-5 potatoes; Ya cup cheese , grated; 2 
eggs yolks , beaten; id tsp. baking pow- 
der; Sour (maida); breadcrumbs; 1 egg; 
salt and pepper to taste. 

METHOD: Boil the potatoes. Peel and mash well, or 
put through a blender. Mix with cheese , 
egg yolks, baking powder, salt and pep- 
per. Form into cutlets and roll in nour. 
Then roll in the egg, beaten with quarter 
cup of water , and dip in breadcrumbs. 
Fry in hot ghee or oil till a pale brown. 


By E. Yaghi 

At times , I have chosen to question the standards of 
education in both private and public institutions. I 
always write what f believe in for if I cannot be first 
honest to myself and second to my readers, I see no 
point in writing at all. Some may differ with me on 
various issues. This is only natural, and after all, 
everyone has the right to his/her own point of view. This 

S me to the story of Hani. At present , he is a 
it studying at a public university- He was bom in a 
sprawling refugee camp outside Greater Amman and is 
one of nine children. First he attended United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) schools until the 
9th grade and then was transferred to a government 
school where he completed bis high school education. 
Since be has always been diligent and concerned for his 
studies, he completed his Tawjihi exams with an 
average of 94.6. With such a high average, be was then 
awarded a scholarship to one of the public universities. 
He is a quiet, politeyet shy student , forever attentive 
and conscientious. Though his scholarship pays for his 
tuitioa, he only receives JD20 to purchase books for the 
entire scholastic year. Not being able to afford the high 
price of books, he usually Xeroxes copies from his 
fellow classmates. It is only suitable to classify him as an 
ideal student for be comes to every lecture prepared and 
often obtains one of the highest marks in his classes in 
exams. 

At times, he is requested along with his fellow mates, 
to give a presentation for the class which pertains 
material relevant to a particular course. His presenta- 
tions are nearly professional. He has confidence, style 
and knows his material well. He gains the attention of 
both professors and students which he manages to bold 
until the end of his speech, ail the while, maintaining a 
good eye contact with his audience, as well as writing 
important foots on the board to emphasise his points. 
Professors must take special delight in such students 


ZSm^Tbis' incorrect pronMon of Che Enghst 

VO Hn«d^'Hani think gaining proficiency in pwnuncm- 
nofffflfl n nhtaitied 9 Often , students are not 

Mgnt either from fear of bemg ridiculed by their peers 
some of tbeir prolessors may ft* 

tolerance for mistakes. But , how can anyone l^ iht is 
not by making mistakes and then bemg corrected. 

. One of Ham's solutions was to have more exposure to 
native speakers of English. This can be done through 
Sims recordings, and invitations to name speakers to 
visit the classrooms. Native speakers not only give a 


t in such students 


as Hani, for be poses no discipline problem , is attentive, 
studies bard , and puts forth his best efforts in tests. In 
short, he is what every student should strive for. But the 
road to his success has not been paved with honey. It 
was sometimes rocky and stony, sometimes consisted of 
bills and moun tains and sometimes raging rivers be bad 
to cross. Yet, he managed to bear his burdens well and 
seldom complains. However, part of the difficulties he 
has faced have been due to his instruction in English by 
some of his former teachers. As Hani says: “ One of my 
English teachers was not even an English teacher , but 
one who studied geography. Imagine what kind of 
English he taught V* 

What were some of the other problems in learning 
English as a second language? " Most of my teachers did 
not knowhow to pronounce the words properly. One of 
the most common mistakes was between the (b) sound 
and the (p). The students in turn learned the mispronuncia- 
tion of words bom their teachers. This habit was carried 
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countries. Without even realising, these native speakers 
also impart something of their own culture to non-name 
students of the language by just being themselves. 

One of the most important methods of learning a 
foreign language is to speak it. It is therefore essentia/ 
that all students of ESL gain the needed practice 
through oral participation. Also , English departments 
couldhold debates about issues of vital interest to the 
students and every department should encourage its 
pupils to participate in an English journal, for another 
important element in language learning is writing which 
is also often neglected. When students see their names 
in print for something they have endeavoured to write in 
a language other than their mother tongue, they not 
only are proud and want to show their friends and 4 
colleagues their accomplishments as well, but they also 
want to write more. English departments could also 
hold poetry and short story contests and the best works 
could be chosen and rewards given by presenting them 
to an audience of professors and students once every 

semester. __ 

As Hani says, "we must speak, not just listen. When 
we make mistakes, someone must correct us. How are 
we going to learn? We must also understand the 
psychology of each professor and know his methods of 
teaching. Unfortunately, some want their students to 
just memorise their lectures and repeat in exams word 
for word what was said. This curtails originality in the 
students and forces them to think in a narrow manner. 
One of the best means to practice oral speaking is to 
make presentations in boot of fellow students. This 
forces the students to perfect theb speaking skills so 
they won't be embarrassed in front of theb fleers." 

Will Hani make a good teacher? Definitely, but he is 
hesitant because there is a problem of discipline in 
schools that instruct teenage students. More than likely, 
he will study for his Master's Degree after he gets his 
B.A. Whatever be does, he is sure to be one of the best 
if his performance at the university is any indication of 
the land of positive attitude he wfil have on any job. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, May 19 


ft30 Da Beat's On 

Muhannad AJ Jazireh re- 
views the London pop, rap, 
reggae chart toppers in bis 
weekly music review. 

9:19 Bony 

Secret File 

A wife gets a hitman to rid 
her of her husband. Howev- 
er, as the hitman gets 
greedier , he starts threaten- 
ing the people closest to the 
wife... including ha boyf- 
riend. 

lfkQQ News In English 
10:20 The Last Bastion 


Friday, May IO 


9m The Campbells 

The first ballot for the par- 
liamentary elections be- 
tween the two contenders 
Dr. James and Captain 
Sims results in a tie. One of 
them gives bis winning vote 
to the other. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 For Tbeir Own Good 

The true story of an Amer- 
ican soldier who came home 
to his mother after seven 
years to find out how little 
he knew about his own 
mother. 


Sunday, May 22 


8 m You Bet Your Life 

A quiz show hosted by Bill 
Cosby 


Its brooding time for die 
ex-wife when she comes to 
visit ha kids... and meets 
the-attractive nanny. 

9:10 Equinox 

Homes On Wheels 

A documentary that traces 
back the history of mobile 
homes, or caravans , since 
their beginnings in the 30’s 
and the changes they had 
undergone until the present 
time. 

I0M News In EogUsh 

10:20 39th Eurovision Soag 
Contest 


Tuesday, May 24 


8:39 Step By Step 


9riJ9 Scene Of The Crime 9:10 Stoteo Uves 


Curse Of The Twins 

A man bom the past shows 
up and demands his share of 
stolen diamonds; this vi- 
cious hunter soon becomes 
foe bunted. 


19m News In English 

19:20 MhkBemarcb 

The relations between 
Dorothy and her husband 
sours. 

11:10 Three's Company 

The Holy Guest 

Jack's hopes and expecta- 
tions are soon baffled when ■ 
he realises that the woman 
he is anxious to date is a 
nun. 

Saturday, May 2 1 


8 m The Fresh Prince Of 
Bel-air 

Not With My Pig You Don't 

Philip's caring for his little 
pig ’as a child becomes the 
centre of a family discussion 
as well as an interview he 
gives to a magazine. 

9m Varieties 


This is the day when 
Dawn's bidden secrets of 
her mother, Evelyn, be- 
comes devastating news to 
her father. His strong dis- 
approval turns her mother 
to a vicious vindictive wife 
who gives away ha hus- 
band's own secrets at the 
ministry. Such scenes are 
still fresh in Dawn's 
memory. 

19m News In English 
10:20 The House Of Eliott 


The two sisters are now 
back in London to run tbeir 
House. However, foe sud- 
den death of a biend breaks 
their heart , but brings them 
unexpected fortune. 

11:10 Feature Film — 
Stranger In foe Mirror 

The film tells the unfortun- 
ate love story between a 
poor girl and a rich young 
man who's mother doesn’t 
approve the match. 


Monday, May 23 


8: 30 The Nanny 
Here Comes The Brood 


Trading Places 

Great lessons are learnt 
when Frank and Carol 
agree to trade places with 
J. T. A Dana in running foe 
affairs to the house. 

9:10 Moon Over Miami 

The amateur detective, 
Gwen, surprises everyone’, 
especially fellow Walter, 
when she proves his inno- 
cence in the case of a nrnr- 
der of a famous TV star. 

IOm News In English 

10:20 The Cape Rebel 

11:19 The Second Half 


The Building 

On a freezing winter nighfk 
■foe building occupants 
gather at John's apartment 
to discuss bow to approach 
foe building managers to fix 
the broken heating system. 


Wednesday, May 25 


8 m Too Close For Comfort 


Local programme with Nida 
Ramabi. 

9:10 The Best Of Magic 

Top television illusionist 
Wayne Dobson teams up 
with glamourous former 
model Linda Lusardi to pre- 
sent spectacular magic and 
comedy strips. 

9m The Wrxdd OfTbe JO's 

Events include: the golden 
days of show dancq? 
Josephine Baker ; King 
George’s Silver Jubilee in 
London; Unemployment u 
King Edward abdicating bis 
throne and the flourishing 
business of the car industry 
in Britain. 

19m News In English ~ 

10:20 Pohlark 

Ross's plans for his mines 
receive a financial blow 
from Warligan... and un- 
pleasant mishaps befall Eli- 
zabeth and Karen. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS W EEK 

You might as well fall fiat on your face as lean over too for 
backward — James Thurber, American humorist (1894- 
1961), 

To be what, we are, and to become what we are capable of 
becooimg, is the only end of life — Robert Louis Stevenson, 
American novelist (1850-1894). 

One doesn't need to be a cook to criticise foe cooking — 
Samuel Johnson, English writer (1709-1784). 

is hi s own worst enemy - Cicero, Roman orator- 
philosopher (106 B.C.-43 B.C.), 

t i? b ‘ fevers; in war, fathers bury then- 
sons — Herodotus, Greek historian ( fifth centaryB.C.b 

The United Nations was set up not to get us to heaven but 

l^ Ve (isr^^f~ Sir Winston <*-"**’ *** 
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By George Sorky Whitt*, 


2 Arab women artists stir London apathy 
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H,ef * rtwwed by toe sdeo 
ttoo dWed Ca/Jigrapiuc Ab- 
Sfracfions jo the present 
show . 

.4fi to acrylic and mhtMt 
media on paper , Frtocess 
Wfidan Ali merges the tra- 
ditional forms of the Arabic 
alphabet in a personal style 
akin to that of the modern 
calligraphic school with her 
hnoaertioa in the rendering 
of the atmosphere of cosmic 
space analogous in visual 


terms to musical and poetic 
modes. 

In striking contrast to 
those contemplative Images, 
Princess Wffdan AH's larger 
works commemorate and 
recall one of Islam's most 
horrendous tragedies: The 
massacre at Karbala of the 
Prophet Mohammad's 
grandson Hussein with 77 of 
his family and followers by 
the Vmayyedanay. This 7th 
century holocaust is im- 
agined and synthesised as 
pages in a chronicle in- 
scribed in gesture strokes 
and continuous Arabic 
scripts twined along blood- 
red swirling clouds against 
the bine firmament of 


eternity. 

This is strong stuff com- 
pared with the bland and 
decorative canvases on offer 
by fashionable dealers. But 
Princess Wijdan AH's 
arresting pictures are more 
than records of history in 
semi-abstract terns. They 
are the credible and durable 

ART REVIEW 

reflections by a gifted wit- 
ness of man's inhumanity to 
man more subtly evocative 
than figurative conceptions 
can ever be through the 
subliminal power of paint in 
her imagery of art 

Sharing the long room of 


the October Gallery, LaUa 
Shawa employs her media as 
effective instruments of in- 
formation on present-day 
injustice and persecution, in 
her case the Israeli occupa- 
tion of her home town Gaza 
and the censorship of com- 
munication between its peo- 
ple even by oblitendioa of 
the graffiti on the walls of 
the streets. Based on photo- 
graphs taken o a the spot; 
she has embodied the mes- 
sages on large silk-screen 
prints overdrawn with her 
own abstract signs stressing 
the irrepressible public right 
to be beard in Its own com- 
munity. Adding to toe au- 
thenticity of the documenta- 


tion English translations of 
the Arabic texts are avail- 
able. 

LaUa Sbawa's series of 
pictures of protest began 
years ago in Beirut where 
she worked producing popu- 
lar studies of the environ- 
ment diverting to cover the 
f ftAmg of prostitution and 
later in Gaza to highlight the 
attempt by a cBque then to 
impose the wearing of the 
veil by women on all occa- 
sions . 

“The WaBs of Gaza" Is 
now receiving wider circula- 
tion and support in toe 
U.S.A. where prints have 
been shown at the National 
Museum of Women in the 


Arts, Washington , D.C. In 
recent years contemporary 
artists have almost totally 
neglected the theme of the 
human condition in Us most 
objectionable aspects of 
aggression and injustice. 

The October Gallery ex- 
hibitions by Princess Wi- 
jdan Ah and Ms. LaOaSha- 
wa may be seen as a wel- 
come beacon For world 
peace through outstanding 
pictures of purpose. 

The writer, a London- 
based art critic, contri- 
buted the above article 
to the Jordan Times. 
The exhibition runs un- 
til May 21. 
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HANOI (AFP) — Tuna 
^ Thanh Nga, an American 
film-maker from Vietnam, 
has come to preview her 
autobiographical film From 
Hollywooa To Hanoi — a 
vibrant but controversial 
■ plea for reconciliation 
among all Vietnamese. 

Her documentary was 
shown recently in Hanoi be- 
• fore a very select audience, 
including film-makers. 
Cultural Ministry officials 
and famous figures such as 
Genera/ Vo Nguyen Gup 
and former Foreign Minis- 
ter Nguyen Co Tbach. 

The film expresses the 
feelings and follows the dai- 
ly lives of “ Viet Kieu” 
(Vietnamese expatriates ) 
living in the C/m red States 
who fled their native coun- 
try after the Communist vic- 
tory in 1975, but also tbeir 
compatriots who stayed be- 
hind. 

The story evolves from 
the personal recollections of 
liana Thanh Nga. who has 
become a popular actress in 
Kung Fu nlms and is a rock 
singer to toe United States. 
She comes from an elite 


family to Saigon that was 
staunchly a nti-Communist 
and emigrated to America 
in 1966. Her uncle was de- 
fence minister in the former 
South Vietnamese govern- 
ment. 

Filmed over toe last six 
years. From Hollywood To 
Hanoi was produced by 
Oliver Stone, director of 
such films as Platoon. Bom 
On The Fourth Of July and 
Between Heaven And 
Earth, a trilogy on the Viet- 
nam War. 

Tana. 33. said she was 
“ sad to not have received 
the support of her family 
and the Vietnamese in the 
United States who did not 
understand my intentions. " 

“They were blinded by 
tbeir resentment, and they 
have accused the Commun- 
ists of having provoked ali 
of this, ” she said in Hanoi. 

“There is too much mis- 
understanding and despair 
for those we want to help. ” 
she said, referring to toe* 
hard core" of the about . 
two million “ Viet Kieu" 
who refuse reconciliation. 


At the Hanoi screening. 
Vietnamese Cultural Minis- 
try officials said they sup 
ported the film's ** positive 
subject" and appreciated 
Tuna's "gifod will." Bui 
they expressed some re- 
servations about showing 
the film throughout Viet- 
nam and appeared offended 
by scenes snowing the mas- 
sacring of dogs, a popular 
meal among Vietnamese . 

There were also scenes of 
Vietnamese obsessed with 
marrying Americans, as 
well as scenes showing chro- 
nic depression during the 
dark years before Viet- 
nam's economic opening. 

“ Some scenes mould be 
adjusted to conform to the 
psychology of the Viet- 
namese said the vice- 
minister of culture. Vu 
Khac Lien, who expects a 
“meticulous debate’ 1 before 
the film is released to the 
general public. The cultural 
minister is in charge of cen- 
sorship. 

Nguyen Co Thach , a for- 
mer Vietnamese foreign 
minister who supports dis- 
tributing toe film through- 


out the country, said: “It's a 
film that helps reconcilia- 
tion. Bur this will be diffi- 
cult because it shims *V'ier 
Kieu‘ who retain violently 
anti-Communist positions'" 

General Giap said it “was 
difficult to make a film that 
was applauded in both Viet- 
nam and the United 
States. ” 

Tiana has asked for au- 
thorisation to show the film 
here, which she financed by 
selling all of her belongings. 

“what good would it do 
if (her . film) remains in the 
dark, " she asked. 

If everything goes well, 
the film will be shown in 
November and December 
in Hanoi , Danang and Ho 
Chi Minh City, according to 
an official from the Com - 
.mission for Vietnamese 
Overseas. 

Tiana is also making a 
four-hour documentary ti- 
tled The War Is Over , A 
New Vietnam , scheduled 
to be released April 30, 
1995, for the 20th 
anniversary of the fall of 
Saigon. 


Thirties memorie s 
on display at 
London exhibition 
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By Michael Thurston 

Agence France Presse 

CANNES, France — 
Taiwan's entry in the offi- 
cial competition at the Can- 
nes Film Festival tells a 
story of cultural confusion 
in Asia, but which wifi be 
appreciated worldwide, its 
director said. 

Edward Yang,' speaking 
an hour before the premiere 
of “a Confucian Confusion" 
here, said the film was ab- 
. out a specific culture , but 
has far wider resonances. 

“I don't think its refer- 
ring just to Taiwan, its re- 
- ferring to Hong Kong, 
Korea, Japan 'and Singa- 
' pore, all the Confudan-in- 
( . fiuenced societies, " he said 
■ in an interview with AFP. 

And be added: “If I've 
done a good job to tell a 
human story, then people 
from other parts of the 
world will appredate it... 1 
wouldn't be surprised at it 
because we are all human. " 

“ That’s why drama is so 
interesting because its ab- 
out humanity not just be- 
cause were Chinese or 
French or British. It’s a 
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document to look back on 
in toe future, ” he said. 

The movie, starring new 
faces Chen Xianqi, Ni Shu- 
jun and Wang Weiming, 
tells the story of a group of 
12 former schoolfiiends liv- 
ing hectic professional and 
romantic lives in Taipei. 

The relentlessly urban 
setting — much of the ac- 
tion is set in cars driving 
from one apartment to 
another in downtown 
Taipei — contrasts with key 
artist characters who turn 
against the modem tech- 
nological environment. 

Yang says the polarity of 
the setting and characters 
reflects the cultural confu- 
sion felt by young people 
not only in Taiwan, but also 
other Asian democracies. 

“There’s a dilemma 
whether you want to do 
more about your life or 
whether you want to accept 
the intimidating pressure 
which puts you back in your 
place,” he said. 

“This is basically what all 
these socieries... not the 
ones that are still develop- 
ing, but the ones that are 
already developed, like 
Taiwan. Hong Kong. 


Japan , Korea... pretty soon 
China is going to be in that 
position. This is what is 
happening in Asia. 

“ The West hasn’t really 
realised this culture change. 
Every one of these states is 
trying to implement demo- 
cracy,” he added. 

Yang. 47, is in the offidai . 
competition on the Croiset- 
te for the first time after an 
appearance in the Un Cer- 
tain Regard section of the 
festival in 1987. 

But he insists he is not 
intimidated by seeing his 
film premiered on the first 
fill I day of the 47th Cannes 
International Film Festival 
— the world’s biggest film- 
iest. 

Above all he has no ex- 
pectations of winning the 
top prize, the Golden Palm, 
he says, admitting that he 
has not seen last year’s 
Chinese winner, Chen 
Kaige’s Farewell To My 
Concubine. 

Asked how he rates bis 
chances, he replies simply: 
“1 don't. I’d be stupid if I 
did. There’s nothing I can 
do now. I’ve done my best 
to make toe film. I’m happy 
about it.” 


Japan’s dance of pain 
draws crowds in Europe 


By Geert De Clercq 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — It may be a 
far cry from Swan Lake, but 
it is still dance. 

Butob, a modern 
Japanese dance, is a mar- 
ginal art form at home, but 
in Europe, its slow , haunt- 
ing images of pain and de- 
spair have a large cult fol- 
lowing. 

Developed in post-war 
Japan, Butoh's dance-lan- 
guage is very different from 
western modem dance. 

Dancers move slowly, 
convulsing , tbeir limbs 
twisted, bodies naked and 
chalked white , faces in a 
grimace, an image of pain. 

One of the leading Butoh 
artists is Carhtta Ikeda, who 
is currently touring Europe 
with her troupe Ariadone. 

“Yes, pain is important, 
life is like that,” Ikeda told 
Reuters in an interview af- 
ter a performance in Brus- 
sels. 

Butob literally means 
“ dance of darkness” or 
“ dance of the sombre soul. ” 

The first Butoh perfor- 


mers often conjured up im- 
ages of the nuclear holo- 
caust in Hiroshima, of a 
Japan beaten and humili- 
ated in the war. 

Their dance language 
mixed the slow, shuffling 
steps and the grimaces from 
traditional Noh and Kabuki 
theatre with the indi- 
vidualistic approach of 
western modem dance. 

“The images with which 
Butoh expressed fear, sad- 
ness and despair are more 
bizarre than any European 
mode of expression, ’* said 
Dutch dance historian Luuk 
Utrecht. 

Bur it is in Europe that 
Butoh is enjoying most suc- 
cess. 

“ Butoh is absolutely not 
popular in modern-day 
Japan, it is considered 
underground culture there. 
But here in Europe we have 
an audience,” said Eric 
Lousteau , Ariadone’s 
French manager. 

Other groups, such as 
Sankai Juku and Byakko- 
Sha. regularly appear on 
European stages. 


Ikeda, now in her fifties, 
started studying dance in 
Tokyo in I960 and took 
lessons from modem dance 
icon Martha Graham four 
years later. She started her 
own dance company 
Ariadone in 1974 and first 
toured Europe in 1978. 

She has been back nearly 
every other year since then 
and now spends much of 
her time in the French city 
of Bordeaux, the home base 
of Ariadone’s technical 
crew. 

Ikeda may be articulate 
on stage but she finds it 
bard to explain her art in 
words. 

“In western classical 
dance, dancers try to fly, 
Butoh is the opposite, it is 
about touching the ground, 
about looking very deep 
within yourself,” she said. 

In her recent shows, Ike- 
da has tried to move beyond 
Butoh's sombre origins. 

*7 want to put a max- 
imum of life in my dance,” 
she said. “My dance grows 
away from darkness to 
reach light.” 




By Caroline Brothers 
Reuter 

LONDON — No catalogue 
was on sale. No objects on 
display — and visitors were 
asked j to bring their own 
exhibits. 

The exhibition, mounted 
by four sculptors called 
Those Environmental 
Artists from the northern 
English city of Mancha- • 
celebrated bow the 
were remembered - in- 
stead of simply displaying 
artefacts from toe time. 

Viewers walked through 
a transparent screen of 
photographs copied onto 
sheets of flimsy gauze, and 
into a hanging garden of 
plastic news sheers sus- 
pended tike jungle vines. 

A sound lab mil of tape 
recorders encouraged visi- 
tors to record tbeir memor- 
ies for broadcasting on 
speakers overhead. 

Called Those Enivom- 
mental Artists Examine 
The Thirties, the show was 
held in a ballroom of Lon- 
don's South Bank Arts 
Centre. 

“There are no actual ob- 
jects there... no attempt to 
present artefacts. Even the 
photographs are copied 
onto acetate which is trans- 
parent — it is all fabri- 
cated” said environmental 
artist Peter Hatton. 37. 

“Time gives objects an 
importance they may not 
have had when they were 
first produced. Here we are 
dealing with ephemeral 
things, with memory 

The approach was in- 
spired by the Mass 
Observation Movement, set 
up in 1937 to bear ordinary 
people's views on British 
social life and to counteract 
the ubiquitous voice of offi- 
cialdom. 

By 1939, 1,500 men and 
women were jotting down 
and sending in their views 
on everything from ways of 
extinguishing matches to 
dreams , sexual behaviour, 
capital punishment and the 
budget. 

Tne exhibition displayed 
copies of Britain's par- 
liamentary record Hansard, 
newspaper articles and 
photographs. 

Two artists were commis- 
sioned to. make sound tapes 
bringing in world events 
like the approach of war. 
the 1936 abdication of King 


Edward VIII, the Hinden- 
burg airship disaster in May 
1937 and the first royal 
Christmas message, broad- 
cast on British Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio in 1932. 

But in keeping with mass 
observation's aims, the dis- 
plays counterpoised official 
memories with those of the 
man and woman in the 
street. 

Some 25,000 question- 
naires probing people's im- 
pressions of the decade 
were printed and many 
posted ro towns and villages 
across Britain. 

As hundreds of answers 
— to the form of drawings . 
faxes, letters or lists — 
flooded in. they were sus- 
pended on washing lines 
from rows of pillars and 
tracked on wall-display 
graphs . 

People were asked to 
bring in any 2930s family 
photographs to be photo- 
.copied and put on display. 

“Mass observation con- 
tributed the idea that 
there's no one perception of 
any event or place. ” Hatton 
said. “ There isn't one fixed 
point of view of history. ” 

The exhibition is part of a 
fiesta of music, literature, 
art and photography titled 
The Thirties; Anxiety And 
Escapism. 

The works of literary fi- 
gures of the decade — in- 
cluding dramatist Bertold 
Brecht and writers Virginia 
Woolf and Daphne Du 
Maurier — are being cele- 
brated. as well as toe build- 
ings of the Bauhaus 
architects, the music of 
1930s composers , and 
movies by expressionist and 
Hollywood filmmakers. 

That programme in turn 
is part of a project called 
Towards The Millenium in 
which each decade of the 
20th century is fered with its 
own arts show every year 
till the year 2000. 

“It must have been a very 
strange time to live, with 
the war looming, " Hatton 
said. 

“(The decade ) just seems 
to swing from one end of 
the spectrum to the other . 
from wealth to poverty, 
from hardship to luxury.” 
he added. 

“ And the thing that really 
did hit me is that it really 
doesn’t seem very long 
ago. ” 
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Murdoch sharpens Star TV focus on China 
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: By Peter Urn 

— — jjj: Agence France Presse 

CnO HONG KONG — Under 

rt/ n the watchful eye of owner 

* — — — aC jcaC% Rupert ‘Murdoch, Asms 

ft*f satellite television 
22J X broadcaster. Star TV. has 

tarifeFf A embarked on making its 

* 5 ^ > own programmes to capture 
to becoFt- ■ fa vast Chinese market. 

*J%-°* * S^St%S2S- 

43 fj.CD- . vice Television from rts Eas 

. MherS ; it* * flirt ^ Asian service and J*****j*_ 

t a/ed U.S. -based V*com s 

JET music format MTV. 


•&> 


Star TV, founded by 
Hong Kong billionaire Li 
Ka-Shing’s family, has re- 
placed them with 24-hour 
movies in Chinese and En- 
glish to be beamed initially 
into Taiwan and later to the 
Philippines, Hong Kong, 
China , and Japan. 

It also set up three music 
programmes — to Man- 
darin, Hindi and English. 

Analysts said it was a 
natural course for Star TV, 
which is beamed from 
AsiaSat 1, with Mr. Mur- 
doch's specific target the 1.2 
billion people in China. 

Paul Lee, media lecturer 
at Chinese University said: 


*T believe they women 10 
provide more programme 
choices to suit the vast 
Chinese audience first.” 

According to analysts , 
Mr. Murdoch’s ultimate 
strategy is to get into China, 
but Star must first cater to 
the needs of 12 mi//ion 
Chinese to Taiwan as well 
as the overseas Chinese in 
south East Asian countries, 
where they number an esti- 
mated 17 million. 

” There is no doubt ” Chi- 
na is Mr. Murdoch ’s target, 
Mr. Lee said. 

" China will likely wel- 
come Star TV’s new 
tailored-made programmes 
as long as it is mainly enter- 


taining and nothing about 
politics , ” Mr. Lee said, de- 
spite restrictions recently 
imposed by Beijing on the 
installation of satellite dis- 
hes. 

This could mean incredi- 
ble advertising resources, 
with growing mainland- 
based firms seeking expo- 
sure to the outride world, 
and vice-versa. 

Some analysts said the 
scrapping of the BBC was in 
response to China's anger 
over the broadcast of a 
documentary about the sex 
life of late party Chairman 
Mao Tsetong. 

As for MTV, they said its 
western music format of 


lock and punx music was 
not to the cultural tastes of 
Chinese or South East 
Asian authorities. 

James Miles , media 
analyst at brokerage firm 
Asia Equity, commented: 
“If is all right to say the 
overseas Chinese are prog- 
ramme testers up to a point , 
buf Jr has to come to terms 
with the vast Asian market 
at the end.” 

The move towards the 
tailor-made product was 
probably due to success by 
Hong Kong's leading televi- 
sion station TVB, which 
launched a free service 
TVBS to cable subscribers 
in Taiwan last September. 


“ Television is a cultural 
thing, ” said Michael Chan, 
TVBS genera/ manager. 

“We have moved ahead 
to increase our program- 
ming... by increasing local 
production. ” 

Star TV has also recently 
signed up a deal with TVB's 
rival ATV to provide more 
than 1,000 hours of prime- 
time drama, non-drama and 
special programmes over 
the next three years. ATV 
will also provide facilities to 
dub programmes toro Man- 
darin. 

“If viewers don't like toe 
programmes, then Star TV 
has to re-think their 
• strategy , ” said Lee, if Star 


TV is bent on expanding its 
viewership from 170 million 
to 400 million to 1996 as 
reported. 

During the nine months 
to June 30, 1993, Star TV 
posted a small loss bur was 
“running ahead of budget. " 
New Corp. revealed when it 
posted third-quarter profits. 

“Star TV is going to be an 
absolute winner because 
Mr. Murdoch is living in 
Hong Kong,” said Sydney- 
based media analyst Greg 
Cathro of Morgan Stock- 
broking. 

Industry sources in Hong 
Kong, which is to revert to 
China in 1997, said Mr. 
Murdoch has been busy 


courting Beijing officials in 
Hong Kong through local 
business tycoons who had 
struck gold on the main- 
land. 

Mr. Cathro said Star was 
“perceived as being a good 
medium- to long-term in- 
vestment. ” and losses in the 
short term were expected. 

Mr. Miles agreed, con- 
sidering Mr. Murdoch’s fa- 
lent at making profitable 
businesses out of the media 
and film industry. 

“However, I will be sur- 
prised. ” if Star TV manages 
to stem the flood of red ink 
in two year's time, said Mr. 
Miles. 
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Laser holds promise for nearsighted people 


, l»7 L/Gri YsSgra 

; tfeuter 
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teCSTON — Each year a 
9L'i _ .sr-rn;i7ioii nearsighted 
& r iepczr£ trust a surgeon’s 
a::- ,gv ;:and!s to ma£e tiny 
k-. v cuts in their eyes to 
. /impaired vision. 

; 1 that radial ksrato- 
f-- • procedure, invented 
£ i-e /brraer Soviet Union, 
n.i-f soon be replaced by a 
L^- r system that makes the 
i=. *airc- without the 

ksi. .. .. mczipel. 

; . peoesdess, called 

iu retractive 

■ Jaii y (PRK), em- 

mti ^ blue-light Excimer 

arses f -j restore eye to its 
ers^rr-’J shape. 

' Zd clinical tests conducted 


since 1988, it has corrected 
nearsightedness so that pa- 
dents can see well enoogb 
to drive a car legally with- 
out wearing corrective 
lenses. 

“ People like to be able to 
see their alarm dock m the 
mowing. They are having 
the procedure for lifestyle 
rather than cosmetic 
reasons David Afttfler, 
president of laser-manufac- 
turer Summit Technology 
Inc , told Reuters in a recent 
interview. He said many pa- 
tients want dear vision, 
particularly for sports like 
sv/unmiog. 

Thirty members of the 
U.S. Navy already have 
undergone the still-ex- 
perimental PRK treatment. 


and other branches of the 
mMtmy are interested. 

M*. Muller said the laser 
treatment would have 
phoven valuable during the 
JMf War, where some sof- 
dfcfs wore gas masks with 
Wnective lenses. In one 
‘ipse, Mr. Muller said, two 
soldiets mixed up their gas 
'masks and were unable to 


See.. 

Though PRK fc already 
being nsed in Europe, it has 
tet to be approved for 
general use by the U.S. 
stood and Drug Administra- 

- “Sinc e it. could involve 
Mflbfls of’ people having 
ianety, the FDA wanted a 


protracted study, ” Mr. 
)Mcf said, adding that he 


said, adding that he 
: approval within ab- 


out one year. 

In the meantime. Summit 
and its chief competitor, 
VISX Inc of Sunnyvale, 
California, have had to con- 
tend with critics of PRK. 

Summit’s stock has been 
particularly vulnerable. Of 
its 10 milli on publicly issued 
shares, 3.5 million are held 
by short sellers betting that 
Summit’s laser technology 
won’t work. 

But many analysts are 
optimistic. “I know the de- 
vice works. They have data 
from 150,000 patients from 
rests over the last several 
years. The safety and effica- 
cy is very bigib, ” said Smith 
Barney Shearson analyst 
Jonathan Coizen. “The 
market will reflect the com- 


pany’s prospects and pro- 
fitability regardless of short- 
term dislocations. ” 

Summit quieted critics on 
March 21 when it won con- 
ditional approval to use its 
Exrimer laser for a more 
limited application, photo- 
therapeutic keratectomy 
(PTK), which could replace 
painful corneal transplant 
surgery. 

The Waltham, Mas- 
sachusetts-based company 
subsequently sent in addi- 
tional information re- 
quested by the FDA, and is 
now awaiting final approv- 
al, which could take until 
end-June. 

However, the big payoff 
is in treating myopia. Mr. 
Muller is trying to get the 
FDA’s Ophthalmic Advis- 


ory Panel to review the 
PRK application at its 
October meeting. 

“Our ultimate business 
prospects are in getting 
approval for refractive 
surgery,” Mr. Muller said. 

Treating diseased corneas 
is a modest market com- 
pared with the wider treat- 
ment of people with myopia 
— several thousand dis- 
eased cornea patients a year 
in the U.S. compared with 
the milli ons of people who 
wear glasses , Mr. Mailer 
said. 

But the lack of U.S. 
approval for both applica- 
tions has put the brakes on 
revenues . The company 
sells lasers for both in 
Europe, but that market 


has been weak. 

The company attributes 
this to the continued weak- 
ness in international sales 
and its inability to sell fie- 
ri mer lasers in the U.S. 
prior to FDA approval. 

“This is dearly a transi- 
tion year for the company, 
but Summit has effectively 
configured itself to address 
the wide market,” said Mr. 
Cohen. 

PRK uses an Excimer las- 
er to reshape the eye by 
cutting out minute amounts 
of corneal tissue. The proc- 
edure, which can be done 
by ophthalmologists in 
walk-in clinics, involves 
scraping a small amount of 
epithelial tissue off the front 
of the eye about half the 






GENEVA — Standards of 
heslil: care in developing 
countries are still unaccept- 
ably !ov.\ according to the 
1994 World Labour Report 
from the International 
Labour Organisation 
(ILO). Despite the im- 


still ssa tines higher than in 
the isdustrinl countries. If 
the rr *es gp the peer cc wi- 
ther cwsld bj reduced to. 
there in the rich countries, 
sets Css report, ZJ million 
fever chiklrri wctsM die 
each yes,.-. 

The m 27;d’is:rizlis*td market 
ecoryr-Ttics spend on aver- 
age ?..i ~zr cent of CD? on 
beat '- :::re. but the propor- 
tion in ~'.:e developing coun- 
tries c-her much lower: In 
Ine z :.C per cent: ir. Sub- 
S&iicrc : -• ‘-.fries, 4.5 per 
cen: : ;:-r .'r Latin /jntrisaa 
and d.e Caribbean, 4.6 per 
ceni . . rrd :hocgh the seeds 
me;* •;? ricreasim:. actual 
heaitii care expenditure bra 
been clzdirJzg in s number 
of ds/riepisg countries — 
isducir.^ DcngZadssh, Fiji,. 
Indonesia. Mexico, Nigeria. 
Sri Leah?, Trinidad, Tcbz- 



surlng good health in developing countries 


go and Zambia. 

The report examines 
many aspects of the provi- 
sion of health care , but 
looks closely at the ways of 
financing health systems.- 
Funds for health care usual- 
ly come from three sources. 
First , there is general public 
revenue which developing 
countries often use to w 
bask: health care for the 
poorest. Second, there are 
fees paid by the smalt 
minority of people who cm 
afford private care. T%nt, 
there are funds coBcOed 


....xga social insurance 
schemes. The report con- 
centrates on the potential 
for expanding this third 
source. 

Social health insurance 
usually involves contribu- 
tions from workers and em- 
ployers, and sometimes 
from government. Its great 
advantage is that it pooh 
tbs risk: Healthier workers 
can subsidise those who are 
more frequently or ch rom- 
cslly ili, and this “ solidarity 
effect’' is even stronger 
when those who can afford 
to pay more are asked to 
co3lribots mote. Social in- 


surance, as the report 
points out, is markedly 
different from individual 
health insurance, where an 
assessment is made of the 
tikeMhood of one individual 
foBing in — and the pre- 
mium can often be un- 
affordable. . 

: Social insurance systems 
are widespread in industrial 
countries. In Japan, France 
and the Netherlands, for 
t aampk , they cover 100 per 
cuff m the population. But 
ht developing countries the 
p roport io ns are typically 
notch tower: In the Philip- 
pines, far example, 38 per 
cent; In Colombia, 15 per 
cent; Iti Kenya, 10 per cent; 
and in India only 5 percent. 
Hus is because only a small 
proportion of the economi- 
cally active population of 
m any developing* countries 
worn In the formal sector 
where it is easiest to admi - 
mater such schemes and col- 
ter* tegular contributions 
front employers and work- 
ers. fu many African coun- 
tries km than 20 per cent of 
the w orkf or ce is in the for- 
mal sector. In Congo, for 
example, taking into 


account that each insured 
person has on average 2.82 
dependents;, the report esti- 
mates that social insurance 
could at most cover 4 per 
cent of the population. 
However there are greater 
possibilities elsewhere: In 
Zimbabwe, 29 per cent of 
the population could be co- 
vered; in Senegal, 31 per 
cent; and in Ghana , 41 per 
cent. 

A social insurance 
scheme may appear to be- 
nefit only a small number of 
workers and their depen- 
dents, but its benefits will 
usually extend beyond this 
limited group. First, be- 
cause the increased health 
hinds it generates will 
stimulate the health system 
as a whole and improve the 
infrastructure. Second, be- 
cause it releases public 
funds which can be more 
precisely targeted on the 
poorest. As a result, the 
report finds in the last de- 
cade an increasing number 
of developing countries 
have introduced health in- 
surance schemes — for inst- 
ance, Ghana, South Korea, 
Indonesia ami Thailand. 


Some of these countries 
have also demonstrated 
bow social insurance can be 
extended beyond the formal 
sector. In Thailand, for ex- 
ample, informal sector 
workers can buy health 
cards which entitle them to 
free treatment at local cli- 
nics. In the South Korea the 
sickness insurance scheme 
now covers the entire 
population, including the 
self-employed. And in Sing- 
apore the Medisave prog- 
ramme has been extended 
to cover all tow-income, 
self-employed workers. 
These systems are inevit- 
ably harder to administer 
than those for the formal 
sector, since it is more diffi- 
cult to register informal sec- ■ 
tor workers. And they can 
also entail higher charges: 
Those who are self-em- 
ployed, for example, have 
to make both employer and 


employee contributions , so 
can pay 2 to 5 times more 
than salaried workers. 

Any successful health in- 
surance scheme, social or 
private, is likely to increase 
.the demand for health ser- 
vices — as people expect 
attention for illnesses they 
might previously have left 
untreated. In almost every 
country, from the United 
States to China, health care 
costs tend to rise faster than 
gross domestic product and 
salaries. This partly reflects 
an increasing volume of 
treatment but there are also 
dangers that providers may 
take the opportunity of in- 
creasing their profits by in- 
flating costs. So the report 
also assesses some of the 
different ways of purchasing 
health care.. 

One way is for a health 
service or insurance com- 


pany to pay a set fee for 
each type of service: This is 
the system in China, Egypt, 
Germany, and the U.S. 
Other possibilities include 
payment per * case ’ rather 
than for a specific treatment 
; — or payment at a set daily 
rate. 

But one method which 
the ILO favours, is for the 
purchaser to pay a set fee 
per person — a “capitation 
fee” which covers the pa- 
tient for a certain period 
(normally one year). Hos- 
pitals in Thailand, for ex- 
ample, are paid a tingle fee 
for each patient who regis- 
ters with them for all their 
healthcare. General practi- 
tioners in India are also 
paid through a capitation 
fee for each of their reg- 
istered patients. The report 
argues that the capitation 
system is very cost-effec- 
tive: It is simple to adminis- 


thickness of a human hair. 

Afterwards the patient 
looks at the Excimer /as** 
for a few seconds to a cou- 
n/e of min utes. The laser 
uses ultraviolet light puking 
at 10 times a second to 
remove about 035 microns 

of corneal tissue per pulse. 

Myopia is a congenita/ 
condition. PRK also is 
being tested for congenital 
farsightedness and astig- 
matism. 

Patients have one eye 
done at a time , typically two 
months or more apart, and 
it takes two weeks to two 
months for the cornea to 
heal after each treatment 

Mr. Muller said it will 
cost SI 500 per eye for the 
laser treatment. 




ter and is likely to be cheap 
er since it offers doctors no 
incentive to provide un- 
necessary or extravagant 
forms of treatment. St con- 
cedes that they may also 
have correspondingly less 
incentive to provide a high 
quality service, but points 
out that in urban areas pa- 
tients who are dissatisfied 
can always seek another 
doctor (though in the rural 
areas it may be necessary to 
have another system of en- 
forcing quality standards). 

« 

The report indicates the 
benefits of social insurance 
systems but it also empha- 
sises the need for a “ coop- 
erative pluralistic system , 
including public , private 
and social insurance, ” if de- 
veloping countries are to 
make the best use of their 
limited resources — World 
Labour Report. 


Drug firms mix new cocktails 
as AIDS research stalls 
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By Ben Hirschler 
Reuter 

LONDON — Drug firms 
are joining forces to mix 
some potent new cocktails 
in the battle against AIDS 
— but a simple cure for the 
disease looks as elusive as 
ever. 

Despite the hundreds of 
miffidns of dollars a year 
being thrown at the prob- 
lem, progress on new drugs 
remains painfully slow. The 
past year has seen more 
setbacks than advances. 

“A critical problem 
appears to be the lack of 
good drugs in the develop- 
ment process,” U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Ointon’s AIDS 
task force noted on April 
15. 

Although there are more 
than 100 new AIDs medi- 
cines in clinical trials, few 
show promise in stopping 
the disease. 

A sign of the dearth of 
good candidate medicines is 
that the cornerstone of new 
“ triple combination ther- 
apies” — using three drugs 
together — remains the 
controversial drug AZT, 
also known as Retrovir, 
made by British phar- 
maceutical giant Wellcome. 

Although AZT was criti- 
cised again last month by 
scientists for failing to deliv- 
er lasting benefits to pa- 
tients in the early stage of 
AIDS, the fact is nothing 
better has yet come along. 

Hopes that a new class of 
anti-AIDS drug, known as 
Protease Inhibitors, might 
improve significantly on 
AZT suffered a severe blow, 
earlier this year when U.S. 
group Merck and Co Inc 
revealed its drug had held 
the virus at bay For less than 
six months. 

So drug companies are 
now pinning their hopes on 
combining sets of three 
drugs with different 
methods of action . 

The plan is simp/e. By 
sticking more spanners in 
the genetic clockwork of the 
human immunodeficiency 


virus (HIV), scientists hope 
to bring the AIDS-causmg 
virus to a halt. 

Dr. David Barry, newly 
appointed bead of Wel- 
come's worldwide research, 
development and medical 
operations, said existing 
data already showed two 
drugs worked better than 
one — and the aim was to 
amplify this with three. 

u Dual therapy continues 
to show an improvement on 
monotherapy, but these 
particular studies are hop- 
ing to. pick up really very 
major advances,” Dr. Barry 
told Reuters. 

To test the theory, 16 
pharmaceutical firms 
grouped under the Inter- 
company Collaboration on 
AIDs Drug Development 
(ICC) are to sfullv triple- 
drug combinations* fyr the 
first time. 

Dr. Barry, who is leading 
the ICC clinical trial sub- 
committee, acknowledged 
public frustration at com- 
panies' failure to deliver an 
effective treatment. But he 
said expectations had 
changed dramatically over 
the years. 

“In 1986, when AZT was 
.introduced, adding one, 
two or three years to life 
expectations was consi- , 
.tiered long-term... Now 1 
people are looking for two 
to three decades, " he said. \ 

AIDS activists have given 
a cautious we/come to the 
initiative, although Nick 
Partridge of the British 
AIDS support group Terr- 
ence Higgins Trust noted 
there was a risk that any 
benefits might be offset by 
increased side effects. 

“We’re hoping for syner- 
gy between the drugs but 
we have to be very cautious 
that there isn’t synergy be- 
tween thp side effects r ” Mr. 
Partridge said. 

The new triple-therapy 
studies were expected to 
start this summer, with re- 
sults available in nine to 15 
months. Dr. Barry said. 

Other drugs to be tested 
alongside AZT in the initial 
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ICC triple trials are Hoff- 
man La Roche’s approved 
DDC and its unapproved 
RO 31-8959 Boerbinger 
Ingelheim ’ s Nevirapine 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co’s 
DDI and 3TC, which is 
being transferred by Glaxo 
Holdings Pic to Wellcome. 

Peter Laing, an analyst 
with U.S. investment bank 
Salomon Bros, said: “ Re- 
trovir (AZT) is likely to 
remain the cornerstone be- 
cause it’s been around 
longest and also because it 
seems to have the lowest 
potential for the develop- 
ment of resistance. ” 

However, even if success- 
ful, further trials wiU still be 
needed to test the theory 
that the best hope for those 
with acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome (AIDS) 
is the kind of multi-drug 
dosing common in cancer 
treatment. 


In the meantime, hopes 
are hiding that a vaccine 
against the kUJer virus will 
be developed soon. 

“ There is no doubt that 
the development of a safe 
and effective HIV vaccine is 
essential if we ever want to 
control this epidemic,” Pe- 
ter Piot> director of the 
World Health Organisa- 
tion’s AIDS Research Divi- 
sion, told a conference in 
FIorence,\Italy, last month. 

“ Unfortunately, I see 
signs of \ discouragemen t 
among thbse working on 
vaccine development. They 
say the science is not there 
yet. ” 

More than 15 million 
people worldwide are in- 
fected by HTV, passed on 
through contact with in- 
fected blood or semen — * 
and Dr. Pi of warned that 
total could triple by the end 
of the century. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Journalism 

2. Transparent 

3. The over-development of plant life in streams or 
lakes . 

4. Tennis stam Ivan Lendle and Lester Piegot the 

champion jockey. 65 7 c 

5. The Malvinas. 

6. They are all different aperies of whales. 

7. The Tigris and the Euphrates. 

8. The Hovercraft. 

PUZZLE IT OUT 
TRY IT ON A FRIEND \ 

(a) Mother-in-law and sister-in-law 

(b) Brother-in-law and father-in-law 

(c) C r o w n. 


RIDDLE-ME 

My whole'ls a DONKEY 
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l:ea; the Kingdom as j special 
case in recognition of fact that 
it had achieved strong growth 
in spite of the political and 
cronomic challenges of the 
soialile Middle East region. 

“Our problem is that we are 
not described as one of the 
lower income countries. We 
are punished for our achieve- 
ments." Reuters quoted Mr. 
Fariz as saying. 

Lower income countries can 
win deb: relief which effective- 
ly wipes out half of their fore- 
ign debt — so-called Trinidad 
term:, — whereas richer 
middle-income countries like 
Jordan tend to get less favour- 
able treatment. 

"We hope (the Paris Club 
meeting), will be held in June 
and v.e hope we will get the 
be-.: possible terms.” he said. 
Asked tf that would mean Tn- 
.i:d:ui terms, he said: "That is 
*..nr option. ” 

Petra added that the agen- 
ip.es "praised Jordan's develop- 
u:uni efforts, its handling of its 
f'jreicn debt as welt as us good 
'.-%.i.innmic performance in 
ccnerai. which was reflected 
y-.-sitivciy in achieving reason- 
able Kites of growth, decreased 
the budget deficit and balance 
payment.” 

The participants. Petra re- 
ported. expressed their “faith” 
in Jordan's economic ability to 
move in the right direction in 
accordance with the economic 
reform programme written out 
fur the years 1993-1997. 

The participants also praised 


Jordan's consistency in sup- 
porting the Middle East peace 
and contributing to stability in 
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Palestinian police not to press 
their demand. 

Abu Mohammad Mustafa, 
Damascus representative of 
Hamas, said the Palestinian 
police should disarm Israeli 
settlers and soldiers first. 

“If the Palestinian police try 
to disarm our people they wiil 
be subjecting themselves to 
grave dangers because our men 
will not allow them to do so ... 
They will kill anyone who tries 
to deprive us of our right to 
confront the enemy,” he said. 

“We totally reject the dis- 
arming of our Palestinian peo- 
ple because occupation is still 
continuing in our lands and the 
settlers and Israeli soldiers are 
surrounding us from every- 
where. We need to defend 
ourselves,” Mr. Mustafa, 
added. 

A spokesman for the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
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security arrangements, with 
the initial return of three out of 
five Druze Arab villages on the 
Golan. 

Mr. Christopher said in 
Israel he would try “to find a 
common basis between the 
parties" during his new talks 
with Syrian officials and that 
he had Mr. Rabin's "en- 
couragement" to return to 
Damascus. 

in Jerusalem on Tuesday 
hundreds of Jewish settlers 
protested against any Israeli 
pullout from the Golan* 

Meanwhile, U.S. National 


the region through its wise 
leadership which has laid the 
ground fur spreading the prin- 
ciples of democracy and hu- 
man rights. 

Due to technical problems 
on the ground less than half of 
the money offered for Jordan 
in 1993 was spent, leaving be- 
tween Si 75 million and 5190 
million still to be spent this 
year. 

Mr. Gammoh said the 
pledge reflects the donor coun-« 
tries' and agencies 1 recognition 
of the pivotal role “Jordan is 
playing in maintaining (he sta- 
bility of the region” and its 
commitment 10 the peace pro- 
cess. Mr. Gammoh told the 
Jordan Times Wednesday that 
France has also agreed to con- 
vert 10 per cent of Jordan's 
debt to it into investment pro- 
jects in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Gammoh. who held 
talks with French Ministry of 
Finance officials concerning 
the Kingdom's estimated $550 
million debt to France, said 
France has "expressed support 
for the Kingdom" and agreed 
to reschedule some of the 
debts due in 1994. 

The Paris aid meeting fo- 
cused on ways to ensure money 
allocated by donors is actually 
spent. It was attended by rep- 
resentatives of Qatar, Japan. 
Germany, the United States. 
Canada, Britain, Switzerland. 

■ Korea and Spain as well as the 
World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund and other 
donor agencies. 

Palestine (PFLP) led by 
George Habash said: “Our 
men will not hand over their 
weapons as long as there is one 
Israeli soldier or a settler in the 
West Bank and Gaza.'* 

A spokesman for the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (DFLP) led by 
Nayef Hawatmeh said any 
Israeli settlers or Israeli sol- 
diers who showed up in Gaza 
and Jericho would be attacked. 

Meanwhile a settlers 
spokesman charged that 
Palestinian policemen have de- 
secrated the Jewish synagogue 
in the newly-autonomous en- 
clave of Jericho, prompting 
Palestinian denials. 

However, Israeli President 
Ezer Weizman took up the 
complaint. 

Saeb Erakat, a member of 
the new Palestinian authority, 
who lives in Jericho, visited the 
synagogue and denied it had 
been profaned. 

Security Adviser Anthony 
Lake has reaffirmed a U.S. 
pledge to help ally Israel mini- 
mise the risks of peace with 
Syria, including joining in 
security arrangements negoti- 
ated by the parties. 

Mr. Lake stressed the im- 
portance of standing firmly be- 
hind Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Speaking to the Washington 
Institute for Near East Peace 
on Tuesday night, an influen- 
tial think tank, Mr. Lake ack- 
nowledged questions about 
why the administration is in- 
tensively pressing for an Israel- 
Syria peace agreement this 
year. 



Two U.N. soldiers observe the northern Bosnian town of Brcko (AFP Photo) 


Removed from politics, peacekeepers try reason 


By Susan Lin nee 

The Associated Press 

SARAJEVO — On a recent 
rainy day, a French armored 
personnel carrier (APC) 
screeched to a halt at a Bos- 
nian Serb checkpoint outside 
Sarajevo. 

A band sticking out of the 
left side of the vehicle held 
out a bottle of Bordeaux 
wine. It was quickly grabbed 
by a Bosnian Serb militia- 
man. 

Two days later, the French 
officer inade the panhard 
APC and 30 men under his 
command were virtual pris- 
oners of the Serbs after 
NATO launched air strikes 
against Serb positions around 
besieged Gorazde. 

Odd exchanges such as this 
one at the checkpoint be- 
tween Serb-held Hadzid and 
Muslim-held Pazaric sum up 
the surreal life of U.N. 
peacekeepers in Bosnia. 

They’re accustomed to 
hostile treatment by die war- 
ring sides, as well as angry 
criticism from the interna- 
tional community for not 
doing eqough to stop the 
carnage. 

But the 17,000 peacekeep- 
ers are spread too thin. As 
the war enters a third year, 
the U.N. role has expanded 
from escorting aid convoys to 
separating warring parties 
arid guarding heavy weapons 
impounded under ceasdfre 
agreements. 

A French officer, who has 
experience in Croatia and 
Bosnia, summed up the mis- 
sion: 

“Our job is to get to know 
the people in the area under 
our responsibility. To calm 
them down, to get them to 
, trust us. If they detain us? If 


they shoot at us? Sometimes 
we have to shoot bade. But - 
mostly, we try to use 
reason.” 

The Mnslim-led Bosnian 
government claims the Un- 
ited. Nations is helping the 
Serbs by its reluctance to 
authorise NATO air strikes. 

The Bosnian government 
even called on the top U.N. 
offidal in former Yugoslavia, 
Japanese diplomat Yasushi 
Akashi, to quit because he 
bad authorised Bosnian tanks 
to travel through an exclusion 
zone around Sarajevo. 

Prime Minister Haris Sila- 
jdzic, a Muslim, also has critir 
cased Spanish peacekeepers 
for siding with Bosnian 
Croats in the battle for die 
southern dty of Mostar. 

Meanwhile, Danish 
peacekeepers, who repelled a 
Serbian artillery barrage near 
Tuzla on April 29, had been 
helping Serb farmers and 
supplying Serb road repair 


crews with precious diesel 
fuel. 

Such efforts to ■ make 
friends with combatants or 
dvilians on all rides of the 
conflict are subject to de- 
velopments that on one on 
the ground can control. 

FOr the French in bunkers 
near Sarajevo, for Swedish 
soldiers at the foot of Mt. 
Igman and Malaysians in Jab- 
lanica, the politics of U.N. 
peacekeeping is a murky sub- 
ject best left to diplomats. 

“Something everyone 
seems to forget is that we’re 
military people, soldiers," 
said another senior French, 
officer who also spoke on 
condition of anonymity. “We 
don’t debate polity. We cany 
out orders.” 

National differences some 1 
times come into play -in 
peacekeeping. . r-t* 

British; Canadian 5 ' afeT 
Scandinavian armies are 
accus to med to a looser com- 
mand structure in which 


spoken orders can be acted 
on, he said. But in the French 
military, whose 6.500 troops 
' mike up the largest outside 
contingent in Bosnia, written 
orders are the norm. What 
ensues is often mass confu- 
sion. 

Just how confusing things 
can get for peacekeepers was 
evident April 23 when a con- 
voy of blue helmets formed at 
Sarajevo airport in a second 
attempt to reach the eastern 
enclave of Gorazde, then 
under Bosnian Serb attack 
for three weeks. 

Col. Bernard Roo&ean, a 
French officer whose attempt 
to lead the convoy into 
Gprazde two days earner had 
been blocked by Bosnian 
Serb women, looked on in 
bewilderment as a tall Ukrai- 
nian walked up. 

1*1 go first," declared Col.* 
George Telezhenko* “Then 
yon, brother, second,” be 
said, patting Rousseau on the 


shoulder. “Then the Spa- 
niard — Hidalgo. Where is 
HUdalgo?” 

A Norwegian medical 
corpsman scribbled notes on 
the required distance be- 
tween vehicles, speed and 
who would carry the food. 

Mr. Rousseau had just 
been replaced by die Ukrai- 
nian. Few seemed to under- 
stand what was happening, 
but all assumed it had been 
ordered by commanders. 

Lt. Herve Manificat, a 
French marine, was in a sing- 
le corps unit that entered 
Gorazde in Telezhenko’s 
convoy. 

He was philosophical ab- 
out the troubles peacekeep- 
ers endure, including being 
harassed, riiot at or taken 
prisoner. 

Something has to be done 
to end foe war, he said. 

•‘What we have to go 
through comes with the terri- 
tory. We’re soldiers.” 
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Jordan Phosphate Mines Company loses JD20 millio 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 


^'AMMAN — Following three 
■ ; T‘ ^years of declining profits, Jor- 
V ‘ dan’s leading industrial com- 
^pay, which is also known to 
the Kingdom’s main earner 
-.of foreign exchange, recorded 
■-£ j. a JD 20 million loss in 1993. 

• The Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC), 
; ^r.^which in 1992 made a net profit 
pt JD 16.1 million, had been in 
•; financial decline since 1990 af- 
...-.'for posting the highest net pro- 
’ “ ;fit of JD 107.2 million in 1989. 

- * According to the JPMCs 
.:^-V,dfoh ann u a l report covering 
-no ’ 1993, last year’s adversities re- 
^ -halted from market liberalisa- 
' * ;tkm in India, low consumption 
’ '“fa the U.S. and large supplies 
of fertilisers from the former 
Soviet Union at extremely low 
"prices which did not reflect the 
-Actual production costs. 

, Noting that - the situation in 
1993 was a continuation of the 
negative effects resulting from 
the economic and political 
changes which swept the world 
since the hggprating of the 90s, 


the report pointed out that 
markets in eastern Europe re- 
mained constrained for lack of 
foreign exchange. 

The report also pointed out 
that countries in western 
Europe were still moving to 
reduce the use of chemical 
fertilisers for economic and en- 
vironmental reasons. 

All these factors combined 
contributed to raising the' 
volume of supply on the inter- 
national market far in excess of 
demand, heightening the sharp 
competition among producers 
and causing prices to dwindle 
to levels unprecedented in the 
past 20 years. 

Under great economic press- 
ures and to avoid further los- 
ses, many . industrial com- 
panies, engaged in the produc- 
tion of phosphatic fertilisers, 
were forced to dose in'Europe 
and the JJ.S. 

Other companies' in theU.S. 
formed commercial and 
marketing coalitions to cut 
production and selling costs in 


PROJECT MANAGER 


BANK SETTLEMENT PLAN - JORDAN 


order to maintain their pre- 
sence in the fertiliser market. 

The report highlighted that 
JPMC began facing difficulties 
in India, one of its mam mar- 
kets, Political developments 
here allowed new competitors, 
such as Israel, to enter, the 
market. 

Other developments in India 
were the adoption of a market 
liberalisation policy and the 
lifting of the fertiliser subsidy. 
Both of these measures 
squeezed the consumption 
capacity and capabilities of the 
Indian consumers. 

Against all of this interna- 
tional background and taking 
into consideration the stiff 
competition from Morocco, 
Israel, Algeria, Egypt and 
Syria, JPMCs exports dropped 
by 16 per cent, to 3.6 million 
tonnes, its lowest level .since 
1982. 

According to the report, the 
overall international volume of 
phosphate traded recorded its 
fourth consecutive decline as it 
fell to 24.4 million tonnes in 
1993 compared to 29.5 million 
tonnes in 1992. The amounts in 
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The airlines operating in Jordan including Royal Jordanian are complet- 
ing a feasibility study to implement the BSP in Jordan; A scheme to 
organise the remittances of Travel Agency ticket sales to the airlines, 
through a clearing bank. 

Initially the post will be daily part time (half day) pending the approval of 
the feasibility study towards the end of 1994. Thereafter and subject to 
confirmation by the BSP Steering Panel, the post will be confirmed as full 
time. 

° Candidates applying to this post should have the following: 

1. A minimum of 15 years experience in airline sales and marketing, 
finance or travel agency automation, 10 years of which must be in the 
Jordan market • - 

’* 2. Attended rdevanf TATA Sales and Ticketing courses. 

*3. Adequate knowledge of IATA Agency Procedures and Resolutions 
and BSP procedures. 

4. Knowledge of airline ticketing and/or travel agency accounting 
procedures and ability to review computerised reports. 

-5. Excellent command of the English language both written and spoken. 
>:6. Good relations with the airlines and travel agents in Jordan. 

7. A high personal reputation and standing and smart physical appear- 
ance. 

\ m 

Details of salaries and benefits will be provided after the initial selection 
process. 

. Written applications including curriculum vitae and references should be 
'received by June 9 to the following address: 

Chairman BSP Feasibility Study Panel 
e/o Information Systems & Services Dept 
/ P.O.Box 302 
'Amman - Jordan 


LIKE AN EMOTIONAL 
ROLLER C0A5TER, HIM? 



DO YOU EVER FEEL 
LIKE YOU'RE ON A 
ROLLER COASTER, 
CHARLIE BROWN? 



1991 and 1990 were 31.3 mil- 
lion tonnes and 37.0 million 
tonnes respectively. 

Another indication of the 
massive decline in world ex- 
ports of phosphate was shown 
sin the report to be a 46.5 per 
cent fall from 44.0 million ton- 
nes in 1989 to 24.4 million 
tonnes in 1993. 

Traditional markets for 
Jordanian phosphate lowered 
their imports by 7.6 per cent. 

Exports of fertiliser from the 
industrial complex .in Aqaba 
amounted to 526,953 tonnes 
compared to 558,000 to fines, in 
1992. . 

In financial terms, JPMC 
earned JD 94.8 million from 
phosphate sales and JD 54.7 
million from fertiliser sales. 
The total, JD 149.5 million, 
was 27-5 per cent lower than . 
the JD 206.1 million earned in 
1992. 


After deducting operational 
costs, JPMC ended up with 
JD33 million loss in 1993 
compared to a JD 30.7 million 
gross profit in 1992. Other 
incomes and expenses gave rise 
to the 1993 net loss of JD 201.1 
million compared to the 
JD 16.1 net profit posted in 
1992. 

Other figures appearing in 
die 1993 balance sheet of the 
company show the following: 

— JD 176.4 million in cur- 
rent assets of which JD 78.2 
million are . receivables, 
JD 30.1 million of spare parts 
and supplies and JD 47.7 mil- 
lion worth of products. 

— JD62.0 million of fixed 
assets after depreciation. 

— JD 45.0 million in pay- 
ments on projects under execu- 
tion. 

— JD 147.8 million in total 
shareholders' equity. 


— JD 62.0 million of long- 
term debt. 

— JD 98.0 million in current 
liabilities of which JD 11.9 mil- 
lion in short-term debts, 
JD31.4 million bank credits 
and JD 26.7 million of accrued 
expenses. 

Although JPMC had 
JD 34.2 million of obligatory 
reserves, JD 52.4 of voluntary 
reserves and JD 27.0 million of 
other reserves, the company 
did not distribute any -di- 
vidends for 1993. In 1992. 
JPMC distributed JD 5.1 mil- 
lion in dividends. 

In addition to the difficulties 
faced in outside markets, 
JPMC said it was also bur- 
dened on the local scene in 
areas of employment, trans- 
portation of phosphate and 
payment of mining fees and 
other higher .charges on “in- 
dustrial water” and fuel. 


JPMC pointed out that it 
had to pay JD 1.1 mfllion of 
fines on excess loads related to 
axial weight on top of higher 
transportation charges which 
con la not be avoideaas a rjpult 
of amending load limits^ 

As such, the cost of trans- 
porting one tonne of i»os- 
phate by truck from A1 ¥hi- 
diyeh mine to Aqaba rose from 
JD 2.350 to JD 2.585 while the 
transportation cost from A1 
Abyad mine to Aqaba in- 
creased from JD 2.450 to- 
JD 2.62a 


Consequently, overall road 
and rail transportation costs, 
including fines, amounted io 
JD 13.3 million in 1993 com- 
pared to JD 16.2 million in 
1992. . j 

JPMCs report mentioned 
that the company was em- 
ploying many people “as a 
contribution to provide sofc 
opportunities to various ‘qual- 
ifications and specialisations.” 
The number of employees at 
the end of 1993 totalled 5,667 
compared to 5,564 at the end 
of 1992. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MAY 19, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
GENERAL* TENDENCIES: sure you understand ii thorough- 
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* June ( 25th ) - July ( 27th ) 94 

* Ages (4 - 16 ) 

+ Transportation Available . 

a FTJNta stic Way to Spend the Summer 
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HOW ABOUT 
BUMPER CARS? 


Get rid of some strange condi- 
tion at borne and maintain con- 
cord there as you avoid one k who 
wishes to harm you. Be more 
precise with persons whqf you 
sharer a great deal in comftibn. 
Meditate on lofty precepts. 

ARIES: (March 21 to Aprij 19) 
Situations arise that give you a 
better picture of your rela- 
tionships with associates. Show 
others you have wisdom beyond 
your years. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Flan bow to establish more har- 
mony with fellow associates and 
everything will work out better in 
the future for those concerned. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Make sure that you are handling 
financial matters wisely. Spare 
time should be spent at amuse- 
ments with congenials you wish 
to be around... 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Try to give more thought 
to home improvements aiy) in- 
crease harmony with dose^ties. 
Express happiness being around 
those you love. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don't invest more money than 
you can afford in a new enter- 
prise or you could regret h later. 
Don't neglect to pay your bills. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Look into the detailed 
part of a financial matter and be 


sure you understand it thorough- 
ly. Sidestep a Troublemaker you 
are in contact with. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Study derails of any piar.s 
you have made and correct possi- 
ble errors. Be sure business 
affairs are running smoothly at 
this time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Gain favours from 
your friends since they are rn a 
fine mood for such now. Make 
the evening a happy one Tor 
those beneath your roof; 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You are de- 
sirous or gaining aims that are 
vital to your existence, but first 
study every angle involved in any 
proposal. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Put your talents to 
work and make a fine impres- 
sion on higher-ups. Express 
happiness with your loved one at' 
home tonight. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2it to 
February 19) Plan to meet 
talented persons who cun help 
you advance in career matters. 
Avoid heavy expenditures of 
money or there won't be any 
available. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mun.ii 
20) An ideal day to keep premise 
made and clear the slate, be it in 
business or personal life. This is 
not a good day to take risks. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MAY 20, 1994 


By* Thomas S.; Pierson: Astrok 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The Sun enters Gemini today 
under positive aspects bringing 
unexpected benefits and a quick 
answer to a pending situation, 
that needed resolving. Go , With 
the flow- especially where new 
persons are involved. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don't be forceful with others 
who disagree with your views. 
Come to a better accord with 
fellow associates. Be wise to 
what needs to be done. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May. 20) 
Listening to suggestions of 
associates is wise now and- be 
sure to cooperate more dtojh 
them. Try to be helpful to triers' 
you meet. fti 1 * 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 




then carry through with them in a 
positive manner. Don't waste 
tune over any problem siniation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You may want to have a 
good time now. but it's to your 
best interest to save money now 
instead of spending it foolishly. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have to be diplomatic at home 
today to avoid trouble. Study a 
new project well since it is bound 
to have some flaws connected T*dth 
it. ■* 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be tactful with others so 


ler. JZarroli Rjghtet Foundation 

that they don't take their ire out 
oh you. Avoid a tendency to 
splurge when you can't afford it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You have to be carefo! ir> 
the handling of investments and 
other financial matters to avoid 
trouble -at this time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be more thought- 
ful of others in going after your 
aims and avoid unpie asantess. 
Take steps to improve your 
health at this time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Kee personal 
worries to yourself since others 
have their own problems to think 
about. Think constructively on 
what you need to do. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 


an opportunity coming your way 
which could give you added in- 
come. Strive for happiness in 
whatever you accomplish. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to 
February 19) Study new activities 
that interest you early in the day 
but don't make decisions until 
die evening when the liming is 
much better. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Put off until tomorrow on 
activity that is concerned with 
improving your welfare. Take 
positive steps to gain your goals 
you are attempting. 
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Markets ta " Kh . 

Cairo Amman Bank 

UOS. Dollar tn I nMii i rii o iml Mirkra 

Htu< Volk 

Currcacv Cto*t 
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SlcrlinR Found . 7.5025 
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Soho Franc j # 

French Franc 5 7290 
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Currmcj 
U.S. Dollar 
Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yea” 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Lira ^ 

Belgian Franc 


Bid 

0.7000 
/ . 0500 
0.4770 
0.4910 
Q. I g 19 

0. 670C 
0.3776 


18/5/1994 
Offer 
0.7020 
1.0552 
0.4191 
0.4935 
0. 1775 

0- 6734 
0.3735 


Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira* 
Saadi Rival 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Rlyai 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Rival 
DAE Dirh am 
Creek Drachma 3 
Cypriot Pound 
' Ft- ID 


Bid 

1.1400 

0.040345 

0,1863 

2.3250 

0.1898 

0.2075 

1.7970 

0.1898 

0.264 5 
7.5/55 


: 74 / 5/7994 
Oder 
1.8510 
0.042531 
0.1882 
2.3600 ■ 
0.1907 
0.7750 
1.8200 
0.1907 
• 0.3J75 
1.4150 
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5.7040/90 

1590.6/2.1 

103.82/92 

7.7100/00 

7.2080/30 
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Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crows* 
Danish crow n * 


gold S379-70/38Q.20 
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U.S. raises discount rate to 3.5 per cent 


WASHINGTON (Rl — The’ 
Federal Reserve (Red) raised 
the key discount lending rate 
Tuesday for the first time in 
live years in a bid to check 
inflationary pressures in the 
economy and calm nervous 
financial markets. 

In an announcement that 
had been widciv anticipated. 


(he U.S. central said it 
boosted the discount rate to 
3.6 per cent from 3.0 per cent, 
elective immeU*.»tely. 

A Feo spokesman said the 
increase m the discount rate — 
the rate a: which the mi lends 
money to commercial banks — 
should translate into a rise in 
the more important federal 


funds rate, at which banks lend 
money among themselves. 
That would push the Fed funds 
rate up to 4.25 per cent. 

Following the Fed's 
dnuoanretnenf, major banks 
including Citicorp, the larges: 

U S. banking company, raised 
their prime tending rates by 
half a point to 7.25 per cent. ’ 


First Chicago and Bank of New 
York also acted swiftly. 

The central bank's action 
was cheered on Wall Street, 
where stock and bond prices 
surged on what investors saw 
as the Fed’s strong anti' 
inflationary stance and an end 
to the uncertainty over its next 
move. 


U.S. sorvev finds 

nJ 

many Asian- 


poverty among 
Americans 


Washington /k> - 

Poverty dottb m.m\ Americans 
of Am. in Pacific descent de- 
spite sicrc«ilv[H.'s pi.irlr.iv nit! 
them us climbing quickly up 
the U.S. economic ladder, a 
study released Wcdnc *•».!. u 
s.iid. 

“Kir eveiy Asian I'.icitie 
American lumseliolj with an 
annual income of ST.S.ooo t u 
more, iheic is loutthly another 
with nti annual income k-luii 
SID.lRMI.” the repoil said 

The 3uo-pU'i>c study u.:-. con- 
ducted hy the f.eap Asian Paci- 
fic American Public Policy In- 
stitute. a Los Angeles- based 
community group, and the 
UCLA Asian American Stu- 
dies Centre. 


Billed as the first major 
analysis u! its Laid. i*. disputed 
the v ie«* of Asian Pacific 
Anierieans as iu\ii:j! "made it" 
in llie Ur.Ked Mate-- b\ Jin: of 
h.ird work, dedication and 
stroiiL 1 lamiiy nc;»o:Vs. 

Asian Pacific Americans 
comprise -ih\Mi’. tli! ee per cent 
ol the population nut ..eCv'unt 
lor seven per ic.".! i-f US. 
scientists .i!ui engineers. i5:e 
survev said, based on l*f , *i 
census data. 

Hut it said Id per edit ot 
Pacific At ::c. ■fc.:t:s Jived 
hek'W the p. ivertv Iwie m Pi.iS. 
about "iie aii J-li.ilf tunes hij.i- 
er than the propnition •«! nnn- 
Htspanie whites. Th- poverty 
line was S f . «r a lam.K of 


lour in JS'.sV. 

the ,;.sp a as even greater in 
Los Angel.-s. San Francisco. 
Oakland ar,d New York, which 
together arc home to as much 
as fJ! swr cent cf ail Asian 
Pacific Americans. 

fo rhes.- erne*, their poverty 
rule was about twice as high as 
that tor non- Hispanic whites. 
13 per cent versus seven per 
cent. On the other hand, a 
rr:u.!: iar.j-.-r 22 per cent of 
Hacks am 24 per cent of Lati- 
nos iiveti the poverty 

hne ir. these spets. the study 
said. 

It said changing immigration 
policies had brought in highly 
educatc-J groups front Asia and 


the Pacific as well as the poor 
and unskilled. Nationally. 23 
per cent of Asian Pacific 
Americans, age 25 and over, 
have less than a high school 
degree, it said. 

Hindering their advance- 
ment is Jimited English- 
speaking ability, lack of trans- 
ferable skills and “differential" 
treatment based on race, the 
survey said. 

While southeast Asians 
make up 15 per cent of the 
ro:ji Asian Pacific population. 
refugees from Vietnam. Laos 
and Cambodia account for up 
to S? per cewnt of all Asian 
Pacific Americans on welfare, 
it said 


The White House said the 
Fed's move would not affect its 
forecast for continued econo- 
mic growth, and President Bill 
Clinton, perhaps bowing to the 
inevitable, seemed to ac- 
quiesce to the move befocr it 
even took place. 

Mr. Qinton told reporters 
before the Fed's announce- 
ment that he was confident 
1994 would be another rood 
year for the economy “and that 
we will be able to offset any 
modest increase in interest 
rates with increased growth." 

With the economy starting 
to approach full capacity, the 
Fed wants to slow growth to a 
long-term sustainable rate of 
about 2Vi per cent. Over the 
past two quarters, annualised 
growth has averaged 4.8 per 


cent — much too fast if • « 
tion is to be kept down* 1 ™ 3 ' 
Inflation currently ^ 
seem to be a Drob w!? *?! 
April, consumer pric« JJ 
just 0.1 per cent. B ut | rj ^ 
rates now, the Fed 


keep price pressures i n >SLjc 
extending the length of 
dual economic expansjp^ " 

It ns the fourth time, in* 
many months that theVnfrai 
bank had moved to tb< 

federal funds rate. Bu?Jt *a 
the first action on the dfscount 
rate this year. ? 

Bond markets had r 
un predictably to the F iiC **** 1 
vious three rate mov«**Pre 
stock prices fell. 
rarest rates make sto^^ iff. 
attractive relative to 
vestments. iH: 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PaCKMG. A* FREIGHT 
FOftMMROMG. DOOR-to 
DOOft SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND , R ESE RVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWARASONS 

PWJEL 604676 6Q4696 ^ 
XWSv P.O.BOX 7806 


La vie beautu 
cznttr 

for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We nu ike best Freack Cosmetice 



FOSS RE33T & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/8 10609/8 10520 ' 
Fax: 810520 
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Reservation & Information 

UmUthainah- Tel.: 661217 


The Rntf Clan Hotel in 
Anmen thd kat a > 
KRchonette In every roorauj 
“SeteWte T.V. Reception" 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.O-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriated and 
Bu*Jft«asiR«n 


Budget 


The Official Car& Truck 
Rental Company 

WortdCupUSm 

a® 

Tel =698 131 
Fox:673 312 

/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tei:81S214 

Come and taste our 
specialises 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

X Air Conditioned Hall 


r m 

4 RESTA URAXT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open lor Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
3 week 


s/>or^s p\ 1 b 

Sports & programmes 

:• Live Via SattTJi.v 
K I '- 7 (| n V s a week 
v „4p.m. till 12 p.m. 

. " and the knmiUa/is 
I'v urc ahvnv.s I . 1 . 0 . Fach 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Swelflyeh. 





The first & best 
Chinese Rastnrait 
In Jordan 

isi Circle JaDa! Amman, near 
Ahhy/ah Girls School 

MwnnqrlimteMt 

Open daily I2.W-.V30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638068 


12 am -V. Late 


i r." 

JN 

Tin: lJr 'i In 

IV.'.'w Cl ISIS! 


@ Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks fg 

©Open Noons 2 

& Evenings , 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film « 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 

Of 30% bratf 


SOLKL.MM I TTiMN V 
AMMAN ITT. SI.59S7.. 
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• Free enlmrg** 
meat 20 x 30 cm 


Sbzneisam - Opp. Grimfim 
Bank. Phone: 604042 , 

Swefieh tel: 823891 i 


Jcnxsalem, Jeric| 
b and Ain Hetani 


After Saida, 
and before 


The French Pianist 

S e bastian Comut 

Winner of the Rrst Award of The 
Conservatorie National De Paris 
wiil hold a piano recital in Amman 
on Friday 20th of May, at 8:00 p.m 
at the Philadelphia hotel 

On tfie programme: 

Mozart, Schumann, 

Uazt, Scriabina, Debussy . 

Tickets JD 5 at Philadelphia Hote 
Tel. 607100 

Concert organised by 
the Association “Ecologie Sobdarites” 

and the, VS*, J * ■ ■ ' ■* 

c< Affiodation Des Dj^gmes Jo^amens De Franc 
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SOUTH ELECTRONICS 


We have all types o 
Electrical home appfian 
T.V..W.M. Ref.. Audios. V 
T.V. with video, Fax, Pia 

jjfe DUTY FREE j 

Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel: 696190/1/ 
Fax: (9626) 696193 
P.OJBox 889239 
Amman - Jordan 



FOR RENT 


MnVKBantftotenfg 

in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 

SANABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


SZECHWAN GARBENS 
EHIHESE RESTAURANT 

Typical CUmm Food* 


| QUulkM-UOAtcm-mm \ ' 

tek* away It avaHaSia ; 

Shul AMrab Street 
Urn Ufutmh Commr eU Com , 

TaL 661174 j 

-tot Twist AivMtfSUvcda 


x Household 
Appliances For 
Every Home 

Vacturte Cleaners, Washing 
Machines. Refrigerators. Freezers; 
Disk Washers, Water Purifiers— 
a choice of 

Duty Paid /Duty Ftite 
Phone 604671 

B3 Electrolux 




Wc try harder. 



699-420 


fW^T 

You Kbow 

Our FfansASmdwkhcs 
NowTnjThe 

9 Italian Pasta 

7Xda**Viay 


■ Prime 
rn mm&lti - Fetbncbc: 
’WudttinfaaM, 















World News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FR1PAY, MAY 19-20,1994 


Bosnian Serbs appear ready 
to accept four- month truce 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 

* Serps, repsonding to calls by 
1 major powers keen to restart 

* theHoundering peace process, 

: HaVe indicated they are ready 
v to afccept a four-month truce in 

* Bosnia. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van -Karadzic said Tuesday 
•• night after meeting mediators 
’ Lord Owen and Thorvald Stol- 
Ifenberg in Serb-held Zvorriik 
' dial bis side wanted agreement 
. on a comprehensive ceasefire 
*t *ldsm'a to be signed soon. 

• ; Karadzic said: “We dis- 

■i cussed a possible comprehen- 
^ si ve: agreement on a cessation 
’ of hostilities which should be 
signed soon unconditionally. 
We 1 accepted that from the 
declaration of the ministers 
frcfim Geneva. We want die 
war' to end.” 

Ministers from Russia, the 
Uzfited States and the Euro- 
pean Union, developing their 
first -joint strategy for Bosnia, 
called last Friday in Geneva for 
a four-month ceasefire and 
, new negotiations to start with- 
in -weeks. 

Muslims object, saying a 
four-month trace would ce- 
ment Serb gains in Bosnia 
a m o un t ing to 70 per cent of 
. territory. 

Exasperated by the dead- 
: kick, France, the largest con- 
■ tributor to the U.N. force in 
fonner Yugoslavia, said some 
ofits 6,800 troops would be 
; pulled out if progre ss towards a 
■: settlement was not made. 

- Mr. Karadzic also warned 

| Germany, 
Netherlands 
call for 
stronger 

gsce 

VIENNA (R ) — Germany and 
the Netherlands said Tuesday 
the Conference on Security 
and. C ooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) should be beefed up to 
tackle e m er gin g conflicts on 
the. E u rope an continent more 
effective!* 

Germaip Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kffikef and his Dutch 
counterpart Peter Kooijmans 
told CSCE diplomats in Vien- 
naJthat the 53-nation body was 
not ' a talking shop but a 
framework for a lasting secur- 
ity system in Europe. 

Mr. Kinkel said the war in 
Bosnia had done more than 
a rty other recent conflict to 
undermine public confidence 
in the international community 
to! take effective action. 

pBut it & no good blaming 
the international organisations 
for they are only as strong and 
successful as their member 
states are willing to make 
them,” Mr. Kinkel said. 

He said a CSCE summit in 
Budapest in October provided 
aq opportunity for member 
states togrengthen the role of 
thjs CSCc’as an instrument for 
conflict prevention. 

.. |"If the CSCE wishes to be a 
credible security organisation 
..Jit must be able to take reso- 
lute action in response to the 
threat of the use of force 
against the..sovereignty or ter- 
riforial integrity of a member 
state.” he said. 

|Mr. Kinkel said the CSCE 
sfijould strengthen links with 
thp United Nations and the 
Budapest summit should agree 
— J if necessary, without the 
approval of the parties to a 
conflict — to refer to the 
Security Council any member 
state found to be violating a 
prohibition against the use of 
force. 

|TTie CSCE, with a mem- 
bership stretching from Cana- 
da to Kyrgyzstan, currently 
.operates on a -consensus basis 
which critics charge has ren- 
dered the body weak and in- 
effective. 

.Mr. Kinkel said member 
states should accept measures 
the Security Council deems 
necessary to maintain peace 
and security and other Euro- 
pean security bodies should be 
required to help support en- 
forcement measures. 

•He did not specifically men- 
tion the NATO alliance by 
name as one of the enforce- 
ment organisations. ■ 

The CSCE originated m the 
1970s and was for many years a 
forum for wrangling over hu- 
man rights between East and 
West. 

After the fall of the Berlin 
Wail and breakup of the Soviet 
empire, the CSCE hoped to 
become a strong security 

umbrella in the post-cold war 

era! ‘ . 

Despite attempts to coot 

passions ir * “ 
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the international community to 
stop a major Muslim offensive 
in the region surrounding the 
Muslim stronghold of Tuzla in 
northern Bosnia. 

Muslim military comman- 
ders said their week-long adv- 
ance was now threatening to 
cut off a vital Serb supply route 
in eastern Bosnia from Serbia 
to the Serb political headquar- 
ters in Pale, just outside 
Sarajevo. 

A mortar bomb hit the 
U.N.-contirilled Sarajevo air- 
port Wednesday in blatant 
violation of the NATO- 
imposed heavy weapons excla- 
rion zone around the Bosnian 
capital, the United Nations 
said. 

There was no immediate in- 
formation on whether the 82 
nun mortar was fired by Serb 
or Muslim forces ringing the 
airfield. 

U.N. spokesman Major 
Dacre Holloway reported “no 
damage, no casualties” follow- 
ing the attack at 0923 GMT 
and said the airport remained 
open. 

U.N. officials have express- 
ed concern that the 20 

kilometre heavy weapon s ex- 
clusion zone imposed m Febru- 
ary around Sarajevo could 
start to erode unless momen- 
tum for a political settlement 
to the two-year-old Bosnian 
war is recovered. 

The Serbs however repe- 
atedly ignored Tuzla's status as 
U.N. safe area and shelled the 
city centre and airport, most 


recently Tuesday, risking 
NATO air strikes and forcing 
the U.N. to postpone one 
flight scheduled for Wednes- 
day morning. 

The U.N. said however it 
would nevertheless keep on 
flying to die Bosnian govern- 
ment’s northern stronghold 
‘and a spokesman said the car- 
go planes would be accompa- 
nied by NATO jets. 

Seven Serb tank rounds 
struck Tuzla Airport Tuesday 
minutes after Che arrival of the 
first U.N. plane there since die 
airport was officially reopened 
in March. 

No one was hurt although 
one of the shells landed some 
200 metres from the plane 
which brought in U.S. radar. 

The local U.N. commander 
in Tuzla was angry after U.N. 
officials Tuesday turned down 
his request for air strikes, U.N. 
spokesman in Sarajevo Rob 
Anmink said. 

The weather was clear, the 
target was identified but Bos- 
nia U.N. Commander 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose and U.N. special 
envoy Yasushi Akashi together 
made the derision not to call in 
air support after speaking with 
Serb political and niiiitary 
leaders, Maj. Annink said. 

“We were prepared with tac- 
tical planes in the air who 
could spot die target... we (fid 
not retaliate. Because the 
answer (to U.N. appeals) was 
sufficiently positive enough 
and the attack stopped;” he 


5-nation Pacific war games 
take on new meaning 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's most 
powerful fleet is to take part in 
this year's U.S.-led Rimpac 
war games, which have taken 
on new meaning with the 
looming crisis over North 
Korea's suspected nuclear 
weapons programme. 

The navies of Sotirh Korea. 
Australia and Canada are also . 
joining the manoeuvres, held 
every two years and starting on 
May 24 iri the Pacific near * 
Hawaii. 

Highlight of the six-week 
event is to be a simulated 
battle between opposing fleets 
on the high seas in mid-June 
involving about 50 vessels. 2*Xl 
aircraft and 25,000 personnel, 
a Japanese navy spokesman 
said. 

Two U.S. aircraft carrier 
battle groups and Japanese and 
South Korean vessels and 
planes will “fight” an **enemy” 
fleet of Canadian and Austra- 
lian warships and aircraft, the 
spokesman said. 

The first Rimpac. short for 
Pacific rim. took (dace in 1980 
in response to the growing 
presence of the Soviet Nue- 
water navy in the Pacific. 
South Korea took part for the 
first time in 1990. 

“Since 1990. Rimpac games 
have taken on a new dimen- 
sion.” military commentator 
and author Haruo Fuji! said. 
“It used to be a preparation 


against a foray by the Soviet 
Pacific Elect, but now it is 
aimed at strengthening navy 
ties to deal with post-cold war 
regional conflicts.” 

“It is correct to say that this 
year, the games serve as a sort 
of preparation for a possible 
naval blockade against North 
Korea.” Fujii said. 

The Japanese navy and gov- 
ernment. however, maintain 
t here - J is* itb reTatioif between 
the North Korean issue and The 
games. 

“This is a regular naval exer- 
cise," the navy spokesman 
said. **It has nothing to do with 
the North Korean issue.” 

The Japanese force consists 
of the most powerful of its four 
eight-ship. deep-water fleets. 
Its flagship is Japan's largest 
and newest warship, the 9.485- 
ton Kongo, commissioned last 
year. Despite its size. Kogno is 
classified a destroyer. 

Kongo is the only ship out- 
side the U.S. Navy equipped 
with the American “Aegis'' 
anti-aircraft and anti-missile 
defence system, designed -to 
detect, track and destroy up to 
20 different targets at the same 
time. 

The Japanese fleet will be 
accompanied by a . submarine, 
a supply ship and eight P-3C 
Orion anti-submarine patrol 
planes, die navy spokesman 
said. 


U.S. Marines to hold 
manoeuvres in Caribbean 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. Marines are to hold man- 
oeuvres in tbe Caribbean on an 
a mphib io u s vessel, bat tbe ex- 
ercise is unrelated to tbe situa- 
tion in Haiti, Pentagon officials 


Defence Department 
spokesman Dennis Boxx said 
650 Marines were involved in 
the manoeuvres of undeter- 
mined duration on tbe assault 
ship Wasp, due to leave its 
base in Norfolk, Virginia. 

The craft, which carries an 
undisclosed number of helicop- 
ters, was to make stops at U.S. 
naval bases at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Boxx said the man- 
oeuvres should not be inter- 
preted as a curtain raiser to a 
US. invasion of Haiti, which 
has been raised -as a possibility 
by President Bill Gin ton and 
urged by some members of 
Congress to restore democratic 
rale. 

“The ship is simply under- 
going refresher training... It 
has come out from overhaul 
and it is now conducting re- 
fresher training,” M*. Boxx 
said. 

The Marines will be on 
board because ‘That’s ail part 
of the orientation of the unit,” 
Mr. Boxx said^ 

Meanwhile, to implement its 
new policy of giving Haitian 
refugees a hearing before 
forced repatriation, the United 
States said it had chartered two 
Ukrainian-flagged ships for use 
as floating immigration cen- 


peopfe. 

The cost of leasing the ships 
is between $29,000 and S34JU0 
a day, not indadmg fuel and 
other costs, Mr. Boxx said. 

Tbe U.S. Coast Guard Tues- 
day returned 150 more Haitian 
beat people who tried to reach 
Florida because the new policy 
of s c reeni n g refugees at sea 
was not yet in place. 

Despite Pentagon denials, 
rumours thafthe United States 
is about to launch armed in- 
tervention in Haiti persist. 

Mr. Boxx said the Wasp’s 
manoeuvres had nothing to do 
with major recent exercises off 
the U.S. east coast involving 
44,000 men. Tbe Boston Globe 
reported that die manoeuvres 
had been a mock invasion of 
Haiti, something the Pentagon 
denied. 

President Bill Clinton has 
asked British Prime Minister 
John Major for permission to 
use tbe British-owned Turks 
and Caicos Islands to process 
Haitian boat people fleeing to 
the United States, the 
Washington Post reported 
Wednesday. 

Quoting unidentified U.S. 
officials, the paper said Mr. 
Major told Mr. Clinton, who 
made the request in a tele- 
phone call Monday, that he 
would give the matter careful 
consideration. 

While the Officials went out 
of their way to stress that Mr. 
Major had not tamed Mr. 
Clinton down, one source told 

rraYnne wac 


said. 

Maj. Amnink also said Tur- 
kish and Pakistani troops could 
be used to bolster the U.N. 
presence around Tuzla. 

This is bound to anger tbe 
Serbs who see Turkey as taking 
sides with the mainly-Muslim 
government in Sarajevo. 

NATO carried out two air 
strikes against Serb troops 
attacking Gorazde a month 
ago, but tbe United Nations 
has been anxious not to esca- 
late the fighting by calling in 
more such raids as Bosnian 
peace talks hang in balance. 

Meanwhile United Nations 
dvifian police were investigat- 
ing tbe killing of a Ukrainian 
soldier shot dead while guard- 
ing a U.N. post near Gorazde, 
a U.N. military spokesman 
said Wednesday. 

The Ukrainian died about 30 
minutes after being shot by an 
unknown assailant south of 
Gorazde town Tuesday, the 
U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) said in Sarajevo. 

He had been guarding the 
U.N. base for Ukrainian 
troops deployed in Gorazde as 
part of a multinational contin- 
gent to enforce a ceasefire be- 
tween Muslim-led and Serb 
forces. 

The Ukrainian was shot in 
the abdomen and chest. A 
Nordic medical team arrived at 
the scene for emergency treat- 
ment but the soldier was pro- 
nounced dead, Maj. Holloway 
said. 

Report: 
Hundreds 
of new 
prisoners 
in Chinese 


jails 


BEIJING (AFP) — Hundreds 
of previously unknown prison- 
ers, arrested after the 1989 
crackdown on China’s pro- 
democracy movement, are 
serving lengthy jail terms, a 
human rights report said 
Thursday. 

Tbe publication of tbe report 


by U.S.-based Human Rights 
Watch/ Asia, which also pro- 
vides harrowing accounts of 
widespread torture in Chinese 
prisons, conies weeks before 
Washington must decide 
whether China has made the 
necessary progress on human 
rights to warrant renewal of its 
preferential trade status. 

The 60-page report, entitled 
The Price Of Obscurity In Chi- 
na, documents almost 500 
cases in Beijing alone of pre- 
viously unrecorded sentences 
banded down to individuals in 
the aftermath of tbe Jane 4 
Tiananmen Square massacre. 

More than 200 are still lan- 
guishing in two correctional 
facilities run by tbe Beijing 
authorities — Beijing No. 2 
Prison and Qinghe Farm — 
performing hard labour and 
often subject to torture and 
other abuses. 

Almost none of those listed 
are students or intellectuals 
and most have received 10 
years to life terms, which are 
far harsher sentences for their 
involvement in the 1989 pro- 
tests, tbe report said. 

“We can safely assume that' 
thousands of prisoners whose 
names we do not know still 
languish in prison for their role 
in those protests.” 





A Bosnian Serb soldier fires a machinegun from 
his position on a front tine in the Majevica 


Cambodia leaders to attend peace talk, 


PHNOM PENH (Agencies) — 
Cambodia's top officials will 
attend a new roundtable peace 
summit in the North Korean 
capital this month, but diplo- 
mats and government officials 
Wednesday expressed doubts 
about its chances of success. 

“Yes we will go — three 
people.” said Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. 

The three include himself, 
first Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh and 
National Assembly Chairman. 
Cfrea Sim. 

Mr. Hun Sen said the Khmer 
Rouge's nominal leader Khieu 
Samphan had so far not replied 
to an invitation to attend, 
although the siting of talks 
outside Cambodia was wel- 
comed by the rebels. 

Cambodia's political leaders 
were at Phnom Penh Intema- 
tional Airport to bid farewell 
to head of state King Norodom 
Sihanouk, who (eft for Beijing 
Wednesday to renew his 
medical treatment for a range 
of physical ailments. 

King Sihanouk, reversing an 
earlier threat to disassociate 
himself from the country's 
political strife. Tuesday prop- 
osed a new round of “uncon- 
ditional” peace talks to be held 
at his palace in Pyongyang 
from May 27-31. 

“As the ceasefire I have 
proposed cannot be realised at 
tbe moment. I have proposed a 
round table (without a cease- 
fire precondition) at my resi- 
dence of Chbang So On in 
Pyongyang in 10 days,” he 
said. 

King Sihanouk had earlier 
proposed a conference be held 
outside Cambodia to satisfy 
Khmer Rouge concerns a hour 
security in Phnom -Penh. But 
the government questioned 
Khmer Rouge sincerity, saying 


a ceasefire should first be de- 
clared. 

Mr. Khieu Samphan then 
said any talks should be uncon- 
ditional. He has rejected a 
five-point peace plan devised 
by King Sihanouk. 

Mr. Hun Sen cast an im- 
mediate shadow over the likeli- 
hood of success at Pyongyang 
saying the talks would be based 
on King Sihanouk's peace 
plan. 

The king's plan calls for the 
Khmer Rouge to declare an 
immediate ceasefire, open its 
zones of control and demobil- 
ise its guerrilla army. In ex- 
change the government would 
agree to open discussions with 
the rebels and negotiate de- 
mands for a Khmer Rouge role 
in government. 

Asked what would be discus- 
sed in Pyongyang, Mr. Hun 
Sen told reporters: “The five 
points of His Majesty the 
King.” 

Prince Ranariddh appeared 
to be more optimisic about a 
successful outcome. “We’re 
going to Pyongyang because 
we believe we'll have peace 
and national reconciliation 
otherwise we would not go,” 
he said. 

A senior Washington official 
confirmed Wednesday that the 
United States is holding discus- 
sions with Australia and 
ASEAN nations about helping 
Cambodia defend itself against 
a new Khmer Rouge offensive. 

Winston Lord, assistant 
secretary of state for East 
Asian and Pacific affairs, said 
Washington believed the freely 
elected Cambodian govern- 
ment must be supported, pre- 
ferably by a multilateral opera- 
tion. 

“We believe it is important 
to support that government be- 
cause Cambodia is an example 


of a successful .U.N. 
peacekeeping operation and 
we want to make, sure that 
success is continued.” he told 
the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation . (ABC) in an in- 
terview in Washington. 

The United States was talk- 
ing to Australia, countries of 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 
other countries such as Japan 
and France which he said had a 
direct interest in Cambodia's 
future. 

Referring to moves 
announced by Canberra last 
week to support Cambodia. 
Mr. Lord said he knew “lethal 
assistance” — military hard- 
ware — was under considera- 
tion. But he added that 
Washington was open-ihinded 
about what assistance would be 
most appropriate. 

“We would welcome sup- 
port for tbe government in 
various ways and I think it 
ought to be multilateral.” he 
added. 

He also echoed Australia’s 
view that the Cambodidn gov- 
ernment and army also needed 
training, not just material. 

“It's understandable in the 
wake of all the turbulence and 
infighting of recent years that 
the new integrated army needs 
training and a lot of help to be 
effective as a military force," 
he said. 

“So there's a great deal of 
need in that area in addition to 
whatever material support may 
be provided.” 

But he said he did not know 
how the U.S. Congress] would 
respond, adding: “Any milit- 
ary assistance to the Indochina 
area has a lot of historical 
resonance to it and potential 
political sensitivity so we want 
to work extremely closely with 
the Congress in this. , 


Over 100 Burmese troops killed, rebels say 


BANGKOK (R) — Guerrillas 
loyal to opium warlord Khun 
Sa killed more than 100 Bur- 
mese government troops in 
fierce fighting over the last 
week, a guerrilla source said 
Wednesday. 

Khun Sa's Mong Tai Army 
(MTA) overran two govern- 
ment bases, forcing more than 
600 Burmese troops to retreat 
to the north, guerrilla official 
Keunsai Chaiyen told Reuters 
in a telephone interview. 

Mr. Keunsai said more than 
100 Burmese soldiers were kil-. 
led during the fighting, which 
died down last Sunday. He said* 
■18 guerrillas were killed. 

The government positions 
overrun were at Mong Kyawt 
and Hinkong in northeastern 
Burma’s Shan state and gov- 
ernment troops were forced to 
retreat to the town of Mong- 
ton. he said. 

Government forces began an ’ 
offensive against Khun Sa's 
stronghold in southern Shan 


state late last year and there 
has been intermittent fighting, 
at times heavy, since then. 

Burma's state-run television, 
m a broadcast monitored in 
Bangkok late Tuesday, said 
government troops and MTA 
guerrillas clashed in Lot Lan 
township in southern Shan 
state last Friday. 

The broadcast made no 
mention of casualties but said 
government troops seized 
3.300 litres (8% gallons) of 
acetic anhydride add. a che- 
mical used to refine opium into 
heroin. 

“The chemical was being 
sent to an opium refining camp 
of Khun Sa on the Thai- 
(Burma) border.” the televi- 
sion report said. 

“The Tatmadaw is crushing 
the... armed group." tbe re- 
port added, using the official 
Burmese term for its army. 

Mr. Keunsai denied the gov- 
ernment report. “They cooked 
up that story about the chemic- 


als to cover their losses.” he 
said. 

“The Burmese are lying. 
That area has been a battle- 
field for some time and if I 
were a trader I would never 
risk building a refinery in a 
battlefield,” he added.. 

A Thai anti-narcotics 'officer 
monitoring developments in 
Burma also doubted the Bur- 
mese government report and 
said all narcotics-reiated activ- 
ity in the area ceased late last 
year when Burmese govern- 
ment forces began the push 
against Khun Sa. 

Khun Sa, alias Chang Si-Fu, 
is a 60-year-old half-Chinese. 
half-Shan commander of more 
than 10.000 guerrillas. ' 

He says he is fighting the 
Rangoon junta for the inde- 
pendence of Shan state, bm 
Thai and U.S. anti-narcotics 
officials accuse him of using his 
army to protect his heroin busi- 
ness. A U.S. court has indicted 
him for heroin trafficking. 


Japan’s tottering premier opposes snap elections 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Tsutomu Hata. 
attempting to prolong the life 
of his shaky minority govern- 
ment, warned the country 
Wednesday that an early elec- 
tion would jeopardise hard- 
won political reforms. 

The caution followed a de- 
mand Tuesday from tbe leader 
of the largest opposition 
group, the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), that Mr. Hata 
and his three-week-old govern- 
ment quit as soon as the 
national budget passes parlia- 
ment. 

The LDP. booted out of 
office last summer after 38 
years of unbroken rule, and 
other opposition parties have 
pledged to help vote through 
the long-delayed state budget 
bill. 

Once that becomes law, 
probably around mid-July. the. 
beleaguered Hata is consi- 
dered fair game for a no- 
confidence motion in parlia- 
ment. 

Although elections need not 
he called before mid-1997. the 


However, an early move to 
dissolve parliament would 
mean holding an election 
under the old system of multi- 
seat districts, seen as the cause 
of rampant, corruption because 
it encourages candidates to 
campaign lavishly. 

It led to candidates accepting 
shady donations from business 
groups seeking to promote 
their interests with the govern- 
ment. 

Following passage in Janu- 
ary of a long-awaited reform 
bill, one clause of which intro- 
duced single-member electoral 
districts, a panel began draw- 
ing up a new electoral map. 

It was initially not expected 
to complete the task before 
September. By some scenar- 
ios, Mr. Hata's administration 
might well collapse before 
then. 

"The government has 
changed to one of minority 
rule and f am aware that some 
people want a early public ver- 
dict.” Mr. Hata told parlia- 
ment. 

But he added: “If we don't 


Faced with daily opposition 
attacks — the LDP says the 
cabinet has no right to govern, 
while the Socialists have called 
for a rapid dissolution of par- 
liament — Mr. Hata has been 
trying to generate public sup- 
port. 

On Wednesday, he attemp- 
ted to introduce a longer-term 
perspective to Japan's current 
political upheavals and explain 
them as parr of an historic sea 
change. 

“The public has felt the 
deadlock in politics and this 
has been reflected in the low 
election turnouts.” he said. 
“It's the pain of birth in a 
transition period to a new 
order.” 

Sunday saw the prime minis- 
ter standing in the rain in 
central Tokyo repeating his 
pleas for support to get on with 
essential government business. 

One of Mr. Hata's few assets 
is his geniality — unlike many 
of his predecessors, he is plain- 
spoken and unpretentious. 

Whatever people think of 
the government, his ordinari- 


Keizai Shimbun showed that 
Mr. Hata's cabinet had the 
backing of 42.2 per cent of 
voters. 

The biggest reasons for sup- 
porting Mr. Hata were his reli- 
able character, his freshness, 
his clean image and the fact 
that his government contained 
no LDP nor Socialist figures. 

These two traditional adver- 
saries. relics of the cold war 
political era. are the two 
largest groups in parliament. 
Ironically, they would have to 
join forces to topple Mr. 
Hata's government. 

The poll showed that 51.1 
per cent of the Japanese were 
in favour of holding new gener- 
al elections as soon as parlia- 
ment approves the stalled 
national budget bills for the- 
current fiscal year. 

The latest, survey showed 
that 31 per cent of 3,000 eligi- 
ble voters polled from May 
13-15 said they did not support 
Mr. Hata, who was forced to 
form the nation's first minority 
government in 39 years. 

Forty-five oer cent of re- 


Charles landed 
with Diana’s 
‘grooming bill 

LONDON (AFP) — A dis- 
gruntled Prince Charles, heir 
to the British throne, has- 
been landed with a £160,000 
($240,000) annual bill for his 
estranged wife Princess Di- 
ana’s “grooming’', the My- 
Mail said Wednesday. The 
£3.000 ($4,500) a week account 
is believed to cover some of 
Princess Diana’s clothing, 
casual wear for her sons, her 


Mountains, overlooking the Muslim held. Bos- 
nian town of Tuzla (AFP photo) - 


holiday travel arrangements 
are also included. A Kensing- 
ton Palace source told the 
Mail: “She has made it pretty 
'dear around here that it will 
never be allowed to get that 
high again. Staff have been 
urged to advise on areas where 
cuts can be made, and they are. 
already in place." 

Deranged man 
piggybacks 
parked plane 

MANILA (AFP) — A man 
believed to be mentally de- 
ranged passed by tight security 
at Manila airport before dawn 
Wednesday and clambered on 
top of a parked passenger jet, 
Philippine aviation officials 
said. Airport police gave chase 
after they spotted Nestor 


after they spotted Nestor 
Escariih, 20, on the ramp area, 
of the domestic airport. The 
man then ran up the rear stair- 
way of a parked Philippine 
Airlines Airbus and managed 
to climb atop the plane, they 
said. He was finally convinced 
to climb down' after five mi- 
nutes, and is now under police 
enstody. Airport officials said 
no flights were disrupted as a 
result of the stunt. 

Nine-year-old 
organises 
blackmail 
of teacher 

CHICAGO (AFP) — A nine-' 
year-old girl who did not like 
her teacher bribed classmates 
to blackmail him with false 
accusations of sexual abuse, 
Chicago police said. The dis- 
gruntled schoolgirl paid her 
classmates a mere dollar to lie 
about their teacher, 43-year- 
. old Albert Thompson, police 
said. Mr. Thompson told- 
police that his class at -an 
elementary school in Chicago's 
rough South Side neighbour- 
hood got unruly on May 9, 
when he was brought in as a 
substitute teacher. When he 
threatened to report the 
raucous bunch for misbe- 
haviour, the girl offered 10 of 
her friends a dollar each if they, 
told the school they had been 
fondled by Mr. Thompson, 
police said. But police cleared 
Mr. Thompson when the chil- 
dren gave inconsistent state- 
ments and two of them, includ- 
ing the ringleader, admitted 
they had made the story up. 
“What’s so scary and so sad is 
that you’ve got nine-year-old 
kids sophisticated enough to, 


Teachers Union spokeswoman 
said. The school is now decid- 
ing how to best punish the 
lying youngsters. 

First sex-change 
operations in 
Belarus 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Three 
people have had sex-change 
operations in Belarus, the first' 
to be performed in the former 
Soviet republic, the HAR- 
lASS news agency quoted 
medical officials in Minsk as 
saying Tuesday. Tbe three, 
aged 21 and 22, underwent the 
surgery free of charge, accord- 
ing to the surgeon. Professor 
■ Vladimir Podgaiski. Prof. Pod- 
gaiski. who received three 
months of training in Moscow 
prior to the operations, said 
the work was no more compli- 
cated than reattaching a se- 
vered finger. 

U.S. weather 
forecasts may add 
sunburn warning 

WASHINGTON (AFP) -To 
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Brazil top ranked 

2J5^ (AFP l“ , ® f# S on *°P HFA‘s unkings a 
2JJ®? 1 before the World Cup starts in the United State*. 

P^ks to third behind Germany. Fifteen 
ot toe world Cup qualifiers are in the top 2u. European 
CoaB»ions Denmark, fifth, are the highest ranked non- 

SSr^ <a ^;, S ?v Udi < 35rt »l. South Korea (37th) and 

Bohvia (43rd) are the lowest-ranked qualifiers. 

N. Korea keep teams away from Hiroshima 

TOKYO ( AFP) — North Korea has decided not to take part 
in team competitions in the Asian Games in Hiroshima this 
October, the organising commit ice said Wednesday. North 
Korea, absent from major international sporting events for a 
year, has yet to decide whether to compete m individual 
events. The hardline communist state, strapped for cash and 
“jwjby lK a “jP CCTed nuclear arm* programme, boycotted 
the 1986 Asian Games held in the South Korean capital of 
Seoul but went to the 1990 games in Beija.g. 

Referee drops dead after punch 

ALGI ERS (AFP) — Local football rcfrec Nruncdinr Tcrkhi 
dropped dead after being punclied fri a player of the Ain 
Boudinar Club in a west Algerian league w.ash ac-nns! Stidia. 
The incident happened in the 75tl, minute wh-.-n Tcrkhi 
showed Mohamed Korti a .ed card. 

Wendlinger brought out of coma 

ZURICH. Switzerland tAr?; — 5Ca:L Ac: idhagvr. who 
crashed in practice at the Monaco Grand fVix last iT.urulay . 
was being brought out of his mma, Formula One team 
Sauber Mercedes said here Wednr.uA. “The pri^csn that 
started yesterday of bringing j..ir! Wcndlinper slow ly out of hi:, 
controlled deep sleep prcgrc^c:. as planned." a spokc*..m'j«'> 
said. Doctors at the Saint Roch Hospital at Nice :ii France ha.l 
kept Wendlinger in an artificial c. r.u to relieve pressure on his 
brain. However, doctors were still rciuctant to say if he would 
recover completely. His crash, following the deaths of Aynnn 
Senna and Roland Ratzenbergrr in Italy two weeks previous- 
ly, caused motor racing authorities m bring in a scries of 
changes to Formula One car designs to improve safety. 

Real get their man 

MADRID (AFP) — Tenerife's midfield powerhouse Fernan- 
do Redondo has been offered a four-year contract by Spanish 
giants Real Madrid. The transfer of the Argentinian player 
was announced jointly by the club chairman Ramon Mendoza 
and Javier Perez in the Spanish capital Tuesday. Real Madrid 
are reported to have offered i 3.8 million and two players in 
exchange for Redondo. One ui the players involved in the 
exchange is reserve team player Victor Manuel Fernandez. 
The other will be named shortly. Real also agreed to ptey a 
■friendly with Tenerife at Santa Cruz. 


Bryan Robson signs 
as Middlesbrough 
player-manager 


i ; 


MIDDLESBROUGH. Eng- 
land |K) — Former Manches- 
ter United and England c:i|>- 
tain Bryan Rol*s«»n was offi- 
cially named player-manager 
ul English first division club 
Middlesbrough Wednesday. 

The 37-year-old Robson, 
who had 13 years wilh Man- 
chester United, was given a 
weUnniTVcousinc/by fans when 
he ai rived jriwiddlesbrough's 
Ay resume Park home Wednes- 
day morning. 

Luca! schoolchildren held up 
red and white balloons while 
\c,i:es ul supporters sported 
'■Robson's Army" T-shirts. 

Robson happily signed auto- 
graph'-. then told cheering fans 
on the terraces: "Thunks lor 
your support this morning.. 
L.-t s hope it's going to be a 
successful time. 

"I don't want to promise 
took much at the start but let's 
hope that some where along llic 
line Middles hi ough can come 
Pick to the premier league 
where the\ deserve to be. 


Thanks very much for vour 
support, i hope it continues 
next season." 

Robson was the dub's num- 
ber one target when manager 
Lcnnie Lawrence was sacked 
earlier this month after Mid- 
dlesbrough narrowly missed 
the first division play-offs. 

Chairman Steve Gibson 
said: "Robson has joined us On 
j three-year contract." 

Middlesbrough hope the 
appointment will herald an ex- 
citing new era at the north-east 
club, who are due to move to a 
new £lt» million (S24.U5 mil- 
lion), 32,000 all-seater stadium 
\nex! year. 

Now they expect a season 
ticket bonanza following the 
arrival of a big name pcrsonal- 
itv 

Robson was not even on the 
'-uhstitute.s bench for Manches- 
ter United when they com- 
pleted the league and cup dou- 
ble Saturday wilh a 4-0 win 
over Chelsea as his playing 
career ended on a sad note. 



Bryan Robson 


Sampras targets 4th Grands 

% 

Slam event in row in Paris a 


PARIS (R) — Work! number 
one Pete Sampras scans over- 
whelming favourite to claim 
the French Open crown and 
become the first man to win 
four Grand Slam events in a 
row since Australian Rod Lav- 
er in 1969. 

"It's the most exciting chal- 
lenge in my career,** sard die 
22-year-old American, who 
wanned up for the Paris event 
starting next Monday by 
crushing Boris Becker to take 
his first major day title in 
Rome last Sunday. 

Sampras, who won Wimble- 
don and the U.S. Open last 
year and went on to take the 
Australian Open in January, 
has never progres s ed further 
than the quarter-finals in the 
French capital. 

“It still believe that guys like 
(Jim) Courier or (Sergi) Bru- 
guera are stronger than I am 
on day but if! get an oppor- 
tunity to win in Paris, m take 
it," he said. 

Long regarded as a hard- 
court specialist. Sampras has 
proved that he can adapt his 
powerful game to all surfaces 
and he will be looking forward 


to becoming the firet attacking 
player to win the French Open 
since Frenchman Yannick 
Noah in 1983. 

"I really think that a serve 
and volley specialist can win in 
Paris,” said one of the main 
contendere, hard-hitting Croat 
Goran Ivanisevic. "(Stefan) 
Edbcrg had his chance when 
he reached the final in 1989 
and Boris (Becker) and myself 
reached the semifinals. The 
problem for us on clay is that 
we need to be particularly fit to 
perform well. We can't afford 
to be on a bad day.” 

Sampras has had very few 
bad days this year, taking 
seven tournaments and win- 
ning 27 matches in a row since 
falling to Dutchman Jacco 
Eltingh in February in Phi- 
ladelphia. 

While Sampras kept win- 
ning, his rivals struggled. 

Courier, who established 
himself as the ultimate force on 
day by winning in Paris in 1991 
and 1992, has offered a mix- 
ture of encouraging results and 
early exits and is still fighting 
to recapture his form of old. 

Bruguera, who overcame 


Courier in last year’s ^ 
worried his fans when he vfa^ 
beaten by Andrei Medvedev in* 
the Monte Carlo final in Apsil^ij 

To many, Medvedev, whqLjj 
burst into" the top ten hXci?“T 
reaching the semifinals in Parish I 
last year, could be Samprasls.jj. I 
most dangerous opponent. Th^ .j^l 1 
19-year-old Ukrainian was qn-^f 
pressive in Monte Carlo, moy^ 
ing past Courier in a tense. ^ 
quarter-final tie before humir^jt. 
hating Bruguera in a one-sidciq^ 
final. 

Sampras will also have 40- at f. 
kepe an eye on Alberto Be- M , 
rasategui, the most recent in^a .r 
long line of fine Spanish base-* 
liners, and Russian hopeful^ 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, whqsq,, R 
■devastating forehand can dip 
damage on any surface 

But Kafelnikov, who hai/v 
worried several experienced^ 
players recently, proved 
match for Sampras Tuesday., * 
when the big American dismiss id 
sed him 6-3 6-3 the Wor(q.,'j 
Team Cup in Duesseldorf. ,-^j.of 

It would not be wise to wtitdffpff 
off unpredictable Andre Ag^s^e- 
si. back on form after a string 
of in juries. 


■Jii 
r— tH It 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

UgjuMf MM* **; 


WlfEiY BAD DOfcS NO HARM 


Both vulnerable Snuth deals. 
NORTH 
* 7 6 4 2 
. A 2 
A 6 S 
10 9 7 3 
EAST 


* 

WEST 

♦ Q 9 ft 5 
Void 

Q J 10 9 B 

♦ K J 6 4 

SOUTH 

♦ A K 3 
KQJ765 
3 

♦ A S 2 
The bidding. 

South West 
I ' Pass 

3 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead. Queen ul‘ 

Don't he 'ulled in in a fa!— it-n-e 
of security by a seeimiud;. mi| Te- 
nable holding- Remember Murphy'-. 
Law: If something can i» 

will. 

Wilh a five-toser hand. >• mth uj, 
close to a jump In -’ante, but chose 
the more conservative in\ita‘.ion.t! 
jump to three hearts. With i *«.■ acts, 
including the ace »»f ir^mp-.. N-.rih 


♦ J 10 
1098 4 3 
K 7 4 2 

* Q 8 


North hast 
l NT Pass 
•I Pass 


had no qualms about accepting 

West led the queen «»f diamonds 
and declarer, enuminu -it inimp 
irirk^. lan -pade.-v and two minor- 
i *.m art-, pave the hand n<i thmiKhi. 
After winnirv the ace of diamonds. 
South lashed the ace of trumps. 
When West discarded a diamond, 
declarer found (hat in trufes had 
shrunk in nine. 

The r.-U break wps m.-si unlucky. 

•Mon. i:r*l<'.-* unate ;v.is the fact that, 
with a little tare, the contract could 
have iieer. made. 

S'jppoo- that, after wmr.inR the 
aee diamonds, declarer were to 
r.:ff a ilian.ond /s/im '.ouchini; 
tramp Now decLirer lc..ds a heart 
(he ue .md. u both defenders 
l<i!!>iw, ii is n s;mple mailer (u draw 
ir.mps and claim 10 tricks. 

WVn West -h-.v.', .jut declarer 
fi uliRi-v. ! > ruifin-; mother dia- 
m'Til H.-scinir .cored Hoih low 
i rump. u ri:K>. <he tunimt'i is ae- 
rure a. U*i c a - Hast !; y. at least two 
spades .uni one el iS I)e> Inrtr cash- 
es i he w:iii:er-. in those suits and 
when Hast ijne.* n..t niff, the I rick 
■i-ial »s bjek IM— four hi|*H 
I rump i. two run's, two s panes and 
the .*iiiiii»r-su!t jivs. 


Hawks, Nuggets stay 
alive in NBA playoffs 


A MANIA IRi — MtnAw 

Ri.ivl* >vk recorded b.s scs--nd 
pi.ivotl inplc-dmihlc to help 
ij. .- :»»;«-sccdcii Athniu Hawks 
s! hi oif elimination .j.d liic 
‘ip-.tai ' 1 'enver Nuggets -.laved 
alive with a double overtime 
viftury Tu m fay. 

J he Nug.vls. -.vliif stunned 
league -nest Se.it tie m the tirsi 
round, out scored the Utah 
Jazz 15-7 in the second over- 
time ;u |K«s; a 109- 1U | vieior>- 
.-ml avoid c! minaiion for the 
filth time in the pla;.ofi>. ihe 
Jazz lead the best -of- seven 
Western Conference .semifinal 
3-2 with game six in Denver 
Thursday. 

In the’ other west semifinal, 
the Houston Rockets crushed 
Ihe Phoenix Suns 109-Kfi to 
take a 3-2 lead with the lirst 
home victory of that series. 

In Atlanta. Blaylock had 14 
points. 10 rebounds and 13 
assists to lead the Hawks to an 
8X-76 victory over the Indiana 
Pacers in their Eastern Confer- 
ence semifinal. 

The Pacers Mill lead the 
best-of-seven series three 
games to two and can advance 
to the conference finals for the 
first lime in franchise history 
with a victory at home Thurs- 
day. 

Atlanta, which needed the 
full five games to beat Miami 
in the first round, is trying to 
become the fifth team in NBA 


hist'iry tu r .illy !r»*ni .i thiee 
c..iliw‘s i< > mie Oeticil 

f "i.tip Lhlo sci'ici! 22 {'•ants 
and 1'i.snnv Manniite added 2U 
1 . : Aii.iiilu. whivli tiuik a * O-i 1 1 
lead :»"o the fiiitu period. 

"If they want to win (Ms 
senes i fi-el hcv hrlii-r win :n 
iiiti-.-na.' aid Maiimng. who 
scored eight of his points in thc 
lourth iiiiariei. 

A hook hv Derrick Me Key 
pulled the Pacers within rtU-76 
with 2 39 !.-fi hut they were 
blanked the rest of the way. 
while Eh Jo scored four points 
down the stretch. 

Reggie Miller scored 22 
points ’and McKey added 20 
and 13 rebounds for Indiana, 
which lost for only the second 
time in eight playoff games. 

Ehlo rescued the Hawks in 
the third quarter. He scored 12 
points, making 5-of-6 shots 
from the field, while the rest of 
his teammates made just l-of-9 
shots in the third period. 

At Utah. Mahmoud Abdul 
Rauf scared five of his 22 
points in ihe second overtime 
as the Nuggets won their 
second consecutive game after 
fulling behind 3-0 in the series. 

Denver scored the first 
seven points of the second 
overtime. A dunk by Brian 
Williams off a steal by Robert 
Pack with 3:1ft left gave De- 
nver the lead for good at Vft-94. 


Graf prepares for Paris with 
secret dreams of paradise 


PARIS I AFP) — She :an book 
the biggest suite in the gran- 
dest hotel ir. the wv .id, but 
.Uat is not Steffi Graf's idea of 
paradise. 

The girl who probably has 
•iinrc money than she knows 
what to do wilh does not like to 
surround herself with the trap- 
pings of luxury. And she re- 
vealed this week that she has 
spent some of her most enjoy- 
able times away from tennis 
with the poor people of the 
Dominican Republic. 

With so many demands on 
her time and rarely able to 
relax, Graf has found the basic 
amenities and laid-back atti- 
tude of the people there a 
welcome contrast to her own 
pampered but hectic lifestyle. 
. "It’s. the. best time I’ve had 
away from tennis, because it’s 
very pure. The people are very 
ample, and they have nothing 
like televisions there. It's just a 
very simple life. It was a nice 
experience," she said. 

“There were very few 
houses and no hotel. I just 
stayed in a veiy plain and basic 
room. There was nothing in- 
side, except the bed and the 
sink. There wasn't even a 
toilet." 

"We’d go to the beach, and 
the kids would come up to us 
and they were really very 


friendly. 

"One day I went with my 
brother on a bicycle on the 
sand and had a little accident 
and scratched my leg. Some- 
one came right away and tried 
to help. Even if they didn't 
understand your language, 
they were so friendly. 

“They were living on the 
beach and didn't have anything 
much — just something to 
cook on and a few odds and 
ends. They were really nice 
people, and when I went back 
the next time I took all my old 
clothes and gave them away. 

“I think it's great the way 
they live, because they don’t 
have the pressure of having to 
do anything in particular. It 
makes you feel bow unneces- 
sary some of tilings are that 
you do sometimes.” 

Graf fell so much in love 
with the way of life she would 
gladly return and “go native" 
— even if only for a short time. 

“That would be beautiful ... 
a dream ... just sleeping out- 
side," she said, adding: “Hav- 
ing a very plain life for a week 
would be wonderful.’’ 

The chance of that happen- 
ing remain remote, however, 
because her commitments just 
do not allow her to take oft for 
tropical beadies that often, so 
what else would make a perfect 


day for her? 

“Sleep in. Get up late. Get 
the papers and read them slow- 
ly without any pressure until 
rd finished them off," she 
smiled. 

No doubt she would also 
have a large bowl of sweets 
beside her, while she studied 
the news. They are her 
favourite “food” — her 
“addiction." 

“Sweets of all kinds. I just 
love them,” she confessed. “I 
gorge on them, even though I 
try not to. I have no self- 
control, none at ally." 

But to more serious busi- 
ness. 

There are potentially turbu- 
lent days ahead for women’s 
tennis with the restructuring of 
the tour uting place at the 
same time as the popularity of 
the game is reeling from the 
absence of some of the game’s 
most charismatic personalities 
— among them Monica Seles 
and Jennifer Capriati. 

A search for a new major 
sponsor is underway, linked 
with efforts to sell women’s 
tennis to a bigger television 
audience. Millions are at stake. 
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as well as the careers and often * ff in 
affluent lifestyle of the player^ % 
But Steffi thinks they will con^eTjl f. 
through the changes OK. 

“It’s not going to be an — |y 
e anytime in the next few yeai^r^n- 
But we shall establish^e 
ourselves and, with the help of a 
the players and the right ped~T; * 
pie. we’re going to do really -' is 
well,” she said optimistically, w 
But she added a note jcf'jjss 
caution. She has gone on r€-r- 
cord before as believing thq) ^ if 
the never-ending escalation qf.^e 
prize money is unnecessary, 1. 
especially at the Grand SlamC'V . 
where each tries to outstrip the^ e 
other, despite the fact that,.., e 
most players would probably-® s 
be prepared to compete there^: 
for nothing. *** 

“We shouldn’t expect t<xy*- 
much, for instance from TV't. 
sales, because a lot of money sr 
involved and everywhere e!se£“ 
money is short. We should j£j* 5S 
one step down. We can't e^. „ 
pect any more than there _ 
right now. 1 . .. 

“The money is definitely * 
more than enough, that’s ^ 
sure. I don’t think there is need"! 2 
for more.-* 

- VJI 




A CALL ONLY FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 


A LEADING CAPGO SALES AND 
SERVICES COMPANY 

HAS OPENINGS FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS 

▼ Sales Manager 

▼ SECRETARY 
▼ DYNAMIC SALES PEOPLE 

THOSE APPLYING SHOULD HAVE 
THE FOLLOWING CREDENTIALS !- 

T MINIMUM 2 YEARS WORKING EXPERIENCE 
▼ AGE SHOULD BE BETWEEN 22 - 35. 

T bilingual (English and Arabic). 

T SHOULD HAVE OWN TRANSPORTATION. 

|p YOU ARE QUALIFIED, WRITE TO 

P.o. Box 12. Amman i i t ia Jordan. 



AMANI TRAVEL & TOURISM 
HOLIDAY MAKERS 


We are prepared to provide you with any travel 
arrangements anound the -world. 

We are open this Friday & throughout the Eld. 

We have the best prices for Cairo, Athens and Europe. 

Please call us at 636166/614400, ask for Karim 


KOS/U?y MOUSE RESClAUKAPFl 

Only fcosary House Res- 


taurant canofferyou : 

1 - Different Types of fish A sea % 
food: P 

Sea Bass, Red Mullet, Sea A 

Bream, Sole, Grouper, Red p 

Snapper, crab. Squid & Lob- A 

8V y | 

p 2 - Different cooking Methods: R 

A Steaming. Braising, Deep Fr\ ,in S« Grilling & Charcoal A 
5 Grilling. 9 

G 3 - Different Sea food cuisine styles: A 

S Spanish (PAELLA), Greek, Chinese Thai & Lebanese. y 
C 4 - Best Quality And Reasonable Price . . A 

§ * You also can enjoy our New Chinese Comer & y 

i s 

4) 



9 Taste ihe best & the Real Chinese food. 
A Opening 2/May 1994 

y Directorate of Residence) & Border STREET. 

i Tel. : 693050 
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ARAMEX 

is looking for a 
receptionist 


Minimum 2 years experience 
Fluent in English and Arabic 
Strong communicar/on skills 
Flexible, energetic team player 


Our solid compensation package 
includes salary' incentives , 
medical and educational benefits. 


Please call 664590 for appointment: 
Amman Human Resources 
P.O.Box 3371 
Amman , Jordan 
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Odom T>1.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


FOR LOVE OE MONEY 

Shows: 3-J0. »5. *?U. tfJO 

Tom Sr Jerry 

At 11:00 4 12:30 


Gnema 


Tel.: 699238 




All family members international 
movie 

ALADDIN 

Shows: 12.30, 3: IS, 5, 6:30, fr* M * * 0 


Gnema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD *r 
THE GET AWAY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. X;30. 10 JO 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12 : 30 . 6 : 15 , l«: 3 U 

Silence Of The Lambs 

SlKms: 3;30, S;3t* 


Tel.: 618274 - 61S275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


TeL: 675S71 


Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan AI Mashini 


Nabil & Hisham's 


TeL: 625155?;- 


The political comedy piay; 


» 


**WI1AT A 
(ATSalam Ya Salam) 

At 8:30 pjm. 

For reservations please call 625155 


#"/ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


NATO to offer Russia special status 

BRUSSELS (R) — NATO agreed Wednesday to offer Russia 
a special partnership following Moscow's refusal to sign die 
“partnership for peace” scheme and its increasingly anti- 
Western line, alliance sources said. “Ambassadors from the 16 
alliance nations agreed that a special partnership with Russia, 
which could include extra consultations on European security 
issues, was needed to “take into account its size and weight,” 
said one NATO source, it would be entirety separate from the 
“partnership for peace” scheme, which is open to all Eastern 
European states and former Soviet republics. In addition, 
NATO agreed that other Eastern European states and former 
Soviet republics would have the right to know the full details 
of any special arrangement between the alliance and Russia, 
the sources added. “It will have to be open and transparent,” 
the sources said. The sources said there was no question of 
giving Russia any veto over NATO decisions. 

7 hurt in Hong Kong shootout 

HONG KONG (R) — Seven people were injured as police 
and robbers traded gunshots in Hong Kong's teeming central 
business district Wednesday, police said. Police bad no 
information on how serious the injured were. Witnesses saw a 
policeman, a Western woman and a Chinese man being 
carried away on stretchers after the gunbattle, which followed 
a jewellery shop holdup. The Chinese man was covered by a 
blanket and motionless, with blood pouring from a wound. 

Mystery of missing Craxi deepens 

ROME (R) — A mystery over the whereabouts of disgraced 
former Prime Minister Bettino Craxi deepened Wednesday 
after he sent a sick note telling magistrates he was too ill to 
hand in bis passport, Italian state radio reported. Milan 
magistrates last week ordered the former Socialist- Party 
leader, who faces some 20 different graft probes, to surrender 
his passport for fear be might flee die country. But die burly, 
bald-headed and bespectacled Craxi — prime minister from 
1983 to 1987 and one of Italy's best known politicians — has 
disappeared and is thought to be abroad. He sent the medical 
certificate and a covering letter by fax to one of his lawyers 
Tuesday from an undisclosed location. The certificate, signed 
by a foreign doctor whose nationality has not been released, is 
reported to refer to diabetes, a condition which the 60-year- 
old Craxi has suffered from for many years. Italian newspaf 
commented that this had never prevented Mr. Craxi 
carrying out his duties as a high-profile and aggressive prime 
minister and Socialist leader until he was laid low by the 
country's huge graft scandal. 

23abfn bans food, drink at meetings 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has put a 
stop to eating and drinking during cabinet meetings in a bid to 
bring some decorum to the proceedings, a senior official said 
Wednesday. Mr. Rabin had seen enough of die cabinet table 
covered in food and drinks plastered across the world's 
television screens and newspapers and decided to dose what 
had become known as “Yitzhak’s cafe.” The official, who sits 
in on the meetings, said ministers were “stunned” Tuesday 
when they arrived to see the table bare. No more sandwiches, 
salads, fruit, cakes or hot and cold drinks. In future those 
feeling the pangs of buoger will have to leave the cabinet room 
for a small buffet in a nearby corridor. Mr. Rabin has also 
banned ministers from talking to the press after the meetings. 
“The rush of ministers to get in front of a microphone or 
television camera does no good to the image of the govern- 
ment,” the official said. However Mr. Rabin, who is also 
health minister and a chain smoker, has still refused to sign 
into law a bill passed by parliament- banning smoking in all 
public places. 

Uranian police surround Saudi embassy 

TEHRAN (AFP) — More than 50 armed riot police were 
deployed around the Saudi embassy in Tehran Wednesday 
amid a row between the two countries over a ban on an 
anti-U.S. rally in Mecca, an AFP correspondent reported. A 
police office at the scene told AFP that the move was taken at 
the request of Saudi authorities to protect the embassy amid 
mounting tension between the two countries. Iran called off an 
anti-U.S. and anti-Israel demonstration, planned to be held by 
Iranian pilgrims in Mecca Tuesday, under the threat of force 
from the Saudis. 

Iran protests against siege in Mecca 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has strongly protested the siege of its 
pilgrimage quarter in Mecca by Saudi security forces, saying it 
had disrupted the pilgrimage procedure, the official Iranian 
news agency (IRNA) said. The Iranian embassy in Riyadh 
sent a “strongly-worded'' letter to the Saudi Foreign Ministry 
to protest against the siege, it said. “The siege has disrupted 
the affairs cf our people ahead of the pilgrimage period,” the 
embassy said. Special Saudi riot police were stationed around 
the camp earlier this week after Iran announced it was 
determined to hold an anti-U.S. and anti-Israel rally in front of 
the building Tuesday. Iran Tuesday called off the rally. 

Ukraine fakes tough stance on Crimea 

KIEV (R) — Ukraine toughened its stance towards separatist 
tendencies in the Crimean peninsula Wednesday, pledging to 
take “all necessary measures'* to stop a breakaway By 'die 
largely Russian-speaking region. “The... Ukrainian President 
(Leonid Kravchuk) and parliament will take all necessary 
measures to stabilise the political situation in Crimea and 
ensure Ukraine’s territorial integrity," said a statement 
distributed by the Presidential Press Service. The statement 
did not specify what measures Kiev was ready to take. Russian 
nationalists have accused Ukraine of preparing to use force to 
maintain their rule in Crimea, where a pro-Russian president 
and parliament were elected this year. The semi-autonomous 
peninsula, with President Yuri Meshkov at the helm, has 
moved actively to remove itself from Kiev’s sphere, of 
influence and forge closer political and economic ties with 
neighbouring Russia. 

China denies prosecuting dissident 

BELTING (R) — China's Foreign Ministry Wednesday denied 
as “sheer fabrication” a foreign news report that Beijing was 
preparing to prosecute its most famous dissident, Wei Jing- 
sheng, for high treason. “Our information from the depart- 
ments concerned shows that this report is a sheer fabrication,” 
a ministry spokesman was quoted as saying by Xinhua News 
Agency. A foreign news agency Monday reported that Wei, 


who was detained in April six months after he was paroled 
following nearly 15 years in prison, would be prosecuted on 
treason charges. Xinhua said the Foreign Ministry statement 
was in response to “the report that the Chinese Judicial 
Department is prosecuting Wei on charges of high treason and 
he tslikely to receive a sentence of 10 to 15 years imprison- 
ment." 

U.K., China ends Hong Kong talks 

HONG KONG (AFP) — British and Chinese officials 
Wednesday ended extensive talks on future use of military 
sites in Hong Kong after 1997 without reaching an accord. 
Officials on toe Sino-British Joint Liaison Group. (JLG) said 
no agreement bad been reached after last week's three days of 
discussions were extended by four days. Alan Paul, head of 
the British team, said “we are disappointed, but not despon- 
dent” that an agreement was not reached." “We have tried to 
strike for an agreement,” Mr. Paul said, adding "we’H 
continue our efforts.” It was widely reported that the meeting 
foiled because China is now demanding that a bigger naval 
base than first agreed be built by the British territorial 
government on Stonecutters Island. It had also changed its 
position on unused military sites that were to be redeveloped. 


Iraqis deplore 
U.N. decision to 
maintain sanctions 


BAGHDAD (Rl — Iraqis 
were more sad than angry 
Wednesday after the U.N. 
Security Council voted to 
maintain stiff sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

“Every renewal of sanctions 
means further deterioration in 
living standards.” said a school 
teacher on the way to work. 

“Of course I am sad.” a civil 
servant said. “The price of 
children's wear is about l.OtXl 
dinars, three times my salary." 

News that the Security 
Council voted Tuesday to 
maintain the stiff sanctions 
which bar Iraq's exports of oil 
and have thereby devastated 
its economy cast' a deep pall 
over Baghdad. 

The Iraqi dinar this week hit 
a record low of 400 to the 
dollar. 

The Security Council, meet- 
ing in New York, voted not to 
consider easing sanctions until 
Iraq meets all requirements to 
scrap its weapons of mass des- 
truction. perhaps later this 
. year. 

But it was split on inter- 
pretation of the 1991 Gulf War 
ceasefire resolution, with the 
U.S. at odds with some other 
members in its demands that 
Iraq comply with a host of 
other conditions, including en- 
ding persecution of Kurds and 
Shi’ites. 

The U.N. decision could not 
have come at a worse time for 
Iraqis planning to celebrate the 
Muslim feast of Eid Al Adha 
Saturday. 

“What Eid?." one woman 
said, her shopping basket con- 
taining: onlv a few onions. 


“The council will not lift the 
sanctions. America will never 
let us live like before.” 

Iraqis, used to a compara- 
tively luxurious way of life 
before sanctions, now find it 
impossible to buy even a 
chocolate bar for their chil- 
dren. 

“You can look but not buy." 
a man whispered in a super- 
market. “When the embargo 
will go. I do not know." 

“Fear God." retorted an old 
man with an optici&ms pre- 
scription when told the 
cheapest glasses in the city now 
cost 1.0U0 dinars. The man.’s 
monthly pension is 200 dinars. 

Signs of the usually festive 
Eid Al Adha celebrations are 
noticeably absent from Bagh- 
dad. In the past, residents fol- 
lowed closely the haj (pilgrim- 
age) festivities in Mecca and 
many people bought new 
clothes and slaughtered a 
sheep in keeping with the reli- 
gious observances in the Mus- 
lim holy city. 

This year, only 600 Iraqis 
could afford to make the haj 
out of a quota of 19.1XX) per- 
mitted to travel to Mecca by 
the Saudi religious authorities. 

“We are being strangled. 
Medicine is rare, food scarce. 
Something has to be done. It is 
no use waiting for the Security 
Council anymore." a shop- 
keeper said.' 

“It is time we stopped coop- 
eration with the United Na- 
tions unless we get a pledge to 
have the sanctions eased or 
lifted." a resident said. “We 
have' gi\en the U.N. every- 
thing and have gotten nothinng 
in return." 


IAEA team starts work at 
N. Korea atomic complex 


VIENNA (Rl — United Nations 
nuclear inspedtors arrived at 
North Korea’s atomic complex 
at Yongbyon Wednesday and 
have started work, the U.N.’s 
nuclear safeguards agency 
said. 

A spokesman at the Vienna- 
based International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) said 
he ■ was unable to confirm 
whether the three-man team 
had visited a five-megawatt 
nudear reactor at the complex, 
which some reports have said 
Pyongyang has begun refuell- 
ing in defiance of the IAEA. 

There is some confusion 
whether North Korea has just 
shut down the controversial 
reactor to allow its core to cool 
before refuelling, or whether it 
has removed its uranium* fuel 
rods. 

The IAEA insists it must 
carry out tests on the rods to 


find out if Pyongyang has di- 
verted radioactive material for 
a suspected nudear arms prog- 
ramme. Some Western govern- 
ments believe North Korea 
already possesses a crude nuc- 
lear device but Pyongyang has 
rigorously denied this. 

The IAEA experts left for 
North Korea at the weekend to 
take up an offer by the Com- 
munist government allowing 
the agency to complete tests at 
a nuclear reprocessing plant at 
Yongbyon that it blocked in 
March. Additionally. Pyon- 
gyang said the team could 
check seals and cameras at the 
reactor, but that was all. 

The IAEA spokesman said 
he had no further details of the 
work carried out Wednesday 
but the inspectors would con- 
tact agency headquarters every 
day during their stay in North 
Korea. 


Balaguer holds on to lead 
in Dominican elections 


SANTO DOMINGO fAFP) 
— President Joaquin Balaguer 
seems doser to being reelected 
for a seventh term, as partial 
results from Monday's general 
elections put him ahead of his 
nearest rival by a 44-40 per 
cent margin. 

Trailing behind 87-year-old 
Balaguer and opposition candi- 
date Jose Francisco Pena 
Gomez, 57, was former presi- 
dent Juan Bosch,. 81, with 13 
per cent of the vote, the Cen- 
tral Election Board said with 


62 per cent of the vote count 
in. 

Pena Gomez, of the Domini- 
can Revolutionary Party, and 
other opposition leaden have 
publicly charged the board 
with election fraud, prompting 
the police to take positions 
Tuesday around the capital to 
deteT unrest. 

^The charges were potentially 
explosive. Though the voting 
went without iriddent, 30 peo- 
ple were killed in election- 
related violence during the 
campaign. 


Malawians vote on regional 
lines in watershed poll 


BLANTYRE. Malawi (R) — 
A fierce three-party battle in 
Malawi's watershed elections 
emerged as results were 
announced Wednesday, with 
voters overwhelmingly backing 
candidates from their tribal re- 
gions. 

As counting of ballots of 
Tuesday’s polls moved at a 
snail's pace, provisional results 
showed a tough fight berween 
veteran President Kamuzu 
Banda, his arch rival Bakili 
Muluzi and another opposition 
leader Chukufwa Chihanu. 

Mr. Banda. Malawi's sole 
leader since independence 
from Britain in 1964. swept the 
board in some districts in his 
stronghold and home area in 
central Malawi. 

Mr. Muluzi. a 51-year-old 
former political pupil of Ban- 
da. took a massive lead in the 
south, his powerbase. and 
threatened to snatch some 
seats dose to the midlands. 

The elections, forced on 
autocratic Banda by mounting 
internal agitation for democra- 
cy and a 1992 cut-off of vital 
aid bv the West to press for 


political reforms, were Mala- 
wi's first in 3*1 years of Banda's 
one-man rule. 

The results being announced 
by state radio showed Mr. Chi- 
hana, leader of the opposition 
Alliance for Democracy 
(Aford) and former trade un- 
ionist. clearing the decks in the 
north, his home area. 

"It looks like n tribal vote." 
an African diplomat told Reu- 
ters. “Of course it is too early 
to make out a definitive trend, 
hut the partial results point to 
this." 

Most of Malawi's 9.7 million 
people, almost four million of 
whom registered to vote in 
Tuesday's elections, are illiter- 
ate and live in rural areas. 

The radio, allowed for the 
first time to stay open for 24 
hours to broadcast the results, 
stressed it did not yet have a 
full ballot tally from' most con- 
stituencies. 

Election officials said there 
had been delays in the vote 
count caused by lack of trans- 
port to move ballots from poll- 
ing to counting stations. 



GAZA FREED: P alestini a n policemen are 
carried oa shoulders by the crowd at the 
C— — d headquarters in Gaza City. The 
braefi army polled oat of its test positions in 


Gaza City completing its withdrawal front 
newsy-autonomous Palestinian territories of the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho (AFP photo) 


U.N. force in Rwanda warns 
reinforcement delays will cost lives 


KIGALI (R) — The be- 
leaguered U.N. force in Rwan- 
da warned Wednesday that 
more civilians were bound to 
perish because of delays in 
sending rei n forcements to end 
six weeks of carnage. 

The U.N. Assistance Mis- 
sion In Rwanda (UNAMIR) 
appealed for urgent help from 
the international community as 
it revised how long it would 
take to bolster its peacekeep- 
ing force from 470 to 5,500- 
strong as approved by the 
U.N. Security Council Tues- 
day. 

“We want to emphasise that 
it is fine for the world to be 
appalled at the carnage and 
condemn k but it is time to do 
something,” UNAMIR Execu- 
tive Director Abdul Kabia told 
Reuters. 

“We need logistical support, 
armoured personnel carriers 
(APCs) and troops to stop the 
carnage. Everyone is appalled 
by tire lolling bat the World 
mast back up this kind of 
co n cern and act now. 

“We feel that foe longer foe 
delay foe more people will die 
either from starvation or a lack 
of medical facilities and foe 
more we will be unable to give 
protection to people,” he 
added. 

“We also suspect that more 
people will be lolled as we will 
not have access to areas where 
U.N. protection is required.” 

The main purpose of the 
all-African U.N. force is to 
protect civilians and aid work- 
ers by. establishing “secure 
humanitarian areas” amid the 
killing fields of the central 
African country. 

Aid officials estimate more 
than 500,000 . people, most 
from the minority Tutsi tribe, 
have been slaughtered since 
Hutu President Jnvenal 
Haybarimana was killed on 
April 6 in a rocket attack on his 
plane. 

UNAMIR force Comman- 
der General Romeo Dallaire 
says it may take as long as a 


month or two before foe new 
force is in place. 

Mr. Kabia said UNAMIR 
had received so word from 
New York on when foe first 50 
military observers would arrive 
and it looked as if it would take 
much longer than a week for 
foe first 500 Ghanaian rein- 
forcements to readi' Kigali. 

Several African countries, 
including neighbouring Tanza- 
nia, have tentatively offered to 
send contingents, but even 
Ghana said it is srudying the 
Security Council resolution in 
detail. 

The United Stares had 
offered to transport foe troops 
to Rwanda and provide some 
luipment but wanted the 
ircements in safe areas 
near the borders instead of in 
the capital Kigali. 

“We have still not received 
any written assurances on who 
will provide the logistical sup- 
port in the form of an airlift to 
get foe troops in or who will 
provide APCs which are cru- 
cial.” Mr. Kdbia said. 

“It is pointless to put men on 
foe ground without equip- 
ment.” 

Asked about Australian 
Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans' comments that the 
mandate for the U.N. force 
was unworkable, Mr. Kabia 
said he believed it was enough 
for “a robust peacekeeping op- 
eration.” 

“Under it we can now de- 
fend ourselves if we feel that 
people we are protecting or 
convoys we are escorting are 
threatened. We don't have to 
wait for them to be shot at 
before we respond." 

Meanwhile, Rwandan rebels 
condemned Wednesday delays 
in bolstering foe U.N. force in 
Rwanda and vowed to end 
massacres by seizing the whole 
bloodsoaked country. 

Denis Polisi, deputy vice- 
chairman of foe Rwanda Pat- 
riotic Front (RPF), said it 
appeared the U.N. humanita- 
rian operation ordered Tues- 


day appeared to be taking too 
long to get off die ground. 

“If they are thinking of a 
month, or two before all their 
forces reads Rwanda then we 
think that is too long to be. 
usefril. 

“We would rather say they gave 
up their mission. People” are 
still suffering every day. Peo- 
ple are still dying and we drink 
a month or two is too long to 
be of any meaningful pur- 
pose,” he told Reuters. 

“Tins delay is proof again of 
the U.N.’s unending 
bureaucracy. First they took 
too long to react and even 
when they finally did they can- 
not get themselves together,” 
he added. 

He welcomed the U.N. 
saying its reinforcements were 
being sent in purely for huma- 
nitarian purposes but warned 
that if they did anything else 
then they would be considered 
an enemy force. 

The RPF says it has passed 
conditions to die U.N. in New 
York — without a response — 
on the terms of the U.N. mis- 
sion. 

U.N. officers said Wednes- 
day more than a month of talks 
on arranging a ceasefire be- 
tween government forces mid 
the rebels were making some 
progress but declined to give 
details. 

Mr. Polisi said the RPF 
would never bold face-to-face 
talks with the rump Rwandan 
government, which it accuses 


of being die “clique of killers 
behind the massacres of mem- 
bers of the Tutsi minority. 

But he said die RPF, which 
is dominated by Ttitsis, was 
ready to arrange a conditional 
ceasefire with government 
forces. 

“The ceasefire with the army 
can only be arranged when die 
massacres stopped," he said. 
“But our goal remains to stop 
the killings and we can only do 
so by liberating the whole 
country.” 


Turkish troops kill 47 Kurds in clashes 


ANKARA - (Rj — Turkish 
troops, stepping up their cam- 
paign against Kurdish guerril- 
las. killed 47 rebels in clashes 
in southeastern Turkey, 
Anatolian News Agency said 
Wednesday. 

The agency said 28 members 
of the separatist Kurdistan 
Workers Party (PKK) were kil- 
led Tuesday in Adiyaman pro- 
vince. Troops killed 17 PKK 
guerrillas in another gunbattle 
in Hakkari province on the 
same day. 

Two rebels died in clashes in 
Bingol and Simak provinces. 

More than 11.650 people 
have been killed in Turkey 
since 1984 when the PKK be- 
gan its campaign for an inde- 
pendent state in the southeast. 

Turkish military aircraft 
struck a major PKK camp at 
Zaleh inside northern Iraq 
Wednesday, the Anatolian 
News Agency said. 

Turkey hit the same camp 
once before on Jan. 28. 

Kurdish militants threatened 
Wednesday to intensify attacks 


on tourisr sites frequented by 
Westerners in Turkey in an 
escalation of the bloody 10- 
year war. 

The Europe representative 
of the National Liberation 
Front of Kurdistan (ERNK). 
the political wing of the PKK. 
said rebels would maintain 
pressure on popular Turkish 
tourist areas. 

“We do not want Wester- 
ners to got to Turkey. Tourism 
is a pleasure and Europeans 
must abandon this idea of plea- 
sure,” Kani Yilmaz told a news 
conference in Brussels. 

“Tourists do not go to Bos- 
nia and our war is a much more 
serious one than that in Bos- 
nia.” Mr. Yilmaz added. 

He said the PKK planned to 
attack all economic targets, in- 
cluding tourism, in Turkey. 

“We want to hit all targets 
which affect Turkey's eco- 
nomy," he said, without giving 
further details. 

There have been several 
PKK bombings in Istanbul and 


other coastal resorts in Turkey 
in the past 10 months. In an 
attack last month, two tourists 
were killed and at least 15 
injured in a bomb explosion in 
Istanbul's Covered Bazaar. 

Turkish troops have stepped 
up their campaign against Tur- 
kish guerrillas in recent days. 

Mr. Yilmaz said the intensity 
of attacks in Kurdistan deman- 
ded international attention. 

He accused Germany of 
playing a direct role in the 
Kurdish conflict and of provid- 
ing arms to Turkish forces. 

“The fact that a country such 
as Germany helps Turkey with 
arms and has become directly 
involved in the war encourages 
the Turkish state to spill more 
blood," Mr. Yilmaz said. 

He said 30,000 Kurds had 
fled into northern Iraq follow- 
ing recent attacks by Turkish' 
forces. 

Turkey said last week that 
the outlawed PKK had orches- 
trated the exodus as a publicity 
ploy. J 


Sudan peace talks again delayed 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Southern 
rebels again failed to turn up 
for talks with Sudan's fun- 
damentalist Islamic govern- 
ment Wednesday, delaying the 
East-African country's slow 
painful peace process. 

'Government negotiators and 
delegates from' one of the two 
rival factions of the mainly 
Christian Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) have 
been waiting in Nairobi since 
Monday for the Kenyan- 
chaired meeting to open. 


But representatives of the 
mainstream SPLA faction led 
by John Garang have not 
showed up. 

A spokesman said they were 
“bogged down" wading 
through steamy swamps in 
southern Sudan on their way to 
Kenya by foot. 

The rebel officials were 
forced to walk in heavy rain 
that made roads impassable to 
vehicles because government 
warplanes had bombed Chuke- 
dum airstrip in southeastern 


Sudan, from where they had 
planned to fly to the Nairobi 
talks, spokesman Stephen 
Wondu said. 

■ “We would like to assure the 
international community that 
we are making efforts to 
come,” Mr. Wondu told AFP 
Wednesday. 

The planned talks would be 
the latest in a series of so far 
fruitless efforts by a six- 
member regional group to 
broker a peaceful settlement to 
the decades-old conflict. 
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Charles mounts * 

'save St 
Petersburg’ 
crusade 

ST PETERSBURG (R) - 
Prince Charles, heir to the 
British throne, has called for - 
an international effort to save . 
historic St Petersburg from - 
economic misery and physical ' 
decay. On the second day of a 
ground-breaking four-day trip 
to Russia's northwestern “city 
of the tsars", the 45-year-old 
prince saw for himself foe : 
privations of post-Soviet life . 
and appealed to the West lo 
help. The prince, foe first top- 
ranking British royal to visit 
Russia since the 1917 revolu- 
tion, was invited to St Peters- 
burg by Mayor Anatoly Sob- 
chak to publicise the plight of a 
city struggling to cope with . 
economic dislocation and soar- 
ing crime. In the mam engage-, 
ment of Tuesday's programme,- 
the royal guest toured foe city’s 
.biggest casualty hospital and 
learned the chronic state of a * 
Russian healthcare system 
starved of cash and lacking the 
most basic modern equipment 
In the twilight zone of Russian 
economics, taxi drivers and 
prostitutes demanding hard 
currency payment earn more ' 
than surgeons, whose average - 
monthly wage is the equivalent 
of $60. Prince Charles urged 
European and U.S. hospitals 
to explore ways of donating old 
but still useable equipment to 
Russian medical centres after 
seeing the rusty scalpels and 
other antiquated items current- 
ly used in operations here. 
"Seeing is believing," he said 
as he toured St Petersburg's 
Marinskaya Casualty HospitaL 
To Western eyes, the operat- 
ing theatres seem to be sets 
from a period movie or a dis- 
play from medical museum. 
“Until you come here it is 
difficult to tell what the par- 
ticular problems are." he said. 

Russian buys 
Stalin victim’s 
Faberge egg 

GENEVA (R) — A Russian 
art collector paid just over 1.2 
million Swiss francs ($850,000) . 
for aq. enamelled Easter egg 
made ' by royal jeweller Kar! 
Faberge for a riches-to-rags 
industrialist who died in a Sta- 
linist camp. At an auction by 
Christie's of pre-revolutionary 
antiques, another Russian 
bought a second Faberge egg, 
made for an oil magnate who 
fled the country after the 1917 
Bolshevik takeover, for 311, 
500 Swiss francs ($219,000)! 
Both buyers were unidentified, 
but were understood to be 
former citizens of the old 
Soviet Union now living in 
Western Europe. The first egg 
— the Green nephrite Apple 
Blossom — was one of several 
created by Faberge in 1901 for 
the Russian mining and ship- 
ping entrepreneur Alexander 
Kelch as a present for his wife 
Barbara. The short, dark- 
haired buyer at Tuesday’s auc- 
tion. clearly known to many 
other Russian-speaking anti- 
que dealers present, said it was 
for his private collection. “I no 
longer live in Russia.” he said 
when asked if he was taking it 
back there. He declined to 
comment further. In a fast- 
paced auction at Geneva's 
Hotel Richemond, he outbid at 
leuj: two other Russians to win ^ 
the egg for 1.1 million Swiss 
francs ($774,465) before com- 
mission. People in the haH, 
including rival bidders, burst 
into applause when the au- 
ctioneer's hammer came down. 
The price was among foe high- ' 
est ever paid for a Faberge egg 
produced for a client outside' 
the Russian royal family, for 
whom the famous jeweller 
made at lest 57 Easter eggs 
between 1885 and 1916. 

White House 
releases Clinton’s 
income 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Tn 
keeping with President Bill 
Clinton’s pledge to be open 
and avoid any appearance of 
conflict of interest, foe White - 
House published the first fami- 
ly s net worth for 1993. But the 
financial disclosure — which 
also included first daughter 
Chelsea s assets — only gave a 

SifSS fi Su re of between.. 
$6.3,000 and $1.6 million as ii - : ■ 
wa ? Calculated on a margin. . 
rather than exact worth: Last. 
July. Mr. Clinton voluntarily 
put most of his assets in a 
blind trust,” an independent- 
ly managed account that presi- 
dents traditionally use in order 
to avoid any suspicion of using* 
foj'personsU enrich- : ' 
ment. Aside from the assets in 
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